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HEN I reſolved to take the berty of 
inſcribing the following Work to you 


I did it in the confidence that our Zeal in E 


* þ : 


the cauſe of Truth, would lead you to ap- 9 


prove my intention, an 


— 


out the true meaning of the ſacred n 
cics of the Old Teſtament, and in expoſing 


- 


* - g 
4 3 * : 
- 4 = : 7 
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lope, 1 have thereby rendered an accept- 
auble ſervice to the religious World in general, 
as, well as yourſelf, for whom 1 ſhall ever 
feel the utmoſt veneration and gratitude. 
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' Your moſt obliged, | 
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1 is now 7 upwards 15 twenty-five years, 
ſince I firſt entered on the taſk of ex- 


-amining the Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 

ment, which ſpeak of our future reſtoration, 
'&c.; but at that time, I- had not the moſt 
_ diſtant idea, "of ever laying the reſult of my 
reſearches before the Public: all that! then 


propoſed to myſelf, was, to ſatisfy my own. 


conſcience, in regard to the truth of Reve- 


lation, and the religion of my anceſtors: for 
I did not think it any merit to be a Jew, 
merely becauſe I was ſo born, without being 
fully convinced of the truth of Judaiſm. I 


was always of _— *, that every perſon 


cs — 


* As J creep in my Letters to Dr, * in anſwer 
t his Letten co the Jews. 
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2 wes with 4 
wiſdom can go: being convinced, that he 
who hath ſearched, and found juſt ane 


fervour and true devotion, than him Who 


duced by the following reflection. 


mankind ; in general, by preparing them for 
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clear idea of the truth vf revelation, and a 
true ground for his faith, as far as human 


for his belief, will ſerve God with more 


_ 423 
receives his religion, as an inheritance. : pf * 55 | 


It was theſe conſiderations that induced 
me to Te e the dithcult taſk: the reſylt 4 


% # 


vx $47 + 


lic, e to my 1 original intention: 0 in- | 


. 
Fd 
Sa. 


45 conſidered what I had been doing, as 
greatly tending to the true happineſs of 


the reception of the knowledge of TRUTH; 
': was therefore determined if poſlible, to 
communicate the reſult of my enquiries to 
the Public at large. However, when I con- | 
fidered the importance of the ſubject, the 
abilities required for ſo great an undertak- 7 
ing: the . of: may condition, and 8 


25 


_* how 


* * 23 7 * 2 2 2 
ry 'a est name was 40 4a e 


Le Py 4 dt into the world, in order to gain 
ita favourable reception, 1 was apalled: my : : 
55 reſolution failed: and I gave up all thoughts 
of it at that time. But Dr. Prieſtley having 
addrefied ſome Letters to the Jews, inviting 
them to an amitable diſcuſſion of the ei- 


dences of Chriſtianity; and as none of out 


eminently learned men thought proper to 


enter the liſts againſt him, 1 attempted tb 
"Rand forth in honour of the Loh Iro A, 


whoſe Name hath been profaned amon g the 


nations: and in my anſwer to tlie ſaid Lets 


ters, obſtrred e, < But if you teally are in 


2 earneſt, and with to convert tlie 
what you call Chriſtianity, I think, you 


muſt produce more ſubſtantial proofs in ſup - 
port of your hypotheſis, that what you have 


yet done. And, if I might preſume to of- 


fer my opinion in ſo weighty a cauſe, T think, 


that the faikeſt method, and that which is 


* nme, 


PREFACE 


: tho likelict to lead. to convition. on. PETS; 
fide, is, to take a review of all the nr 1 
cies concerning the Meſſiah, from Moſes to 

Mualachi, and compare them with the acts | 
. recorded of Jeſus in the New Teſtament ; 3 

to ſee whether they have been fulfilled a0 = 
F his e ee or not. This is the method 1 7 
took myſelf to ſearch for truth, " &c. This g | 

fair, candid, and equitable ſcheme, [ was in ; 
hopes, (conſidering the i Importance, of the | 
ſubject, as being ſo highly intereſting to all 

A would have been en embraced 
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mile, 8 1 en "mg neither the | 
Doctor, nor any of my other opponents, : 
+ ſeemed inclined to adopt it. On the con- : 
'trary, Dr. Prieſtley, in his Letters to the | 
Jews, Part IId. in anſwer to mine, com- 


plains of my want of candour, ignorance af 
profane li terature, and of the New Te lament, | 
&c. I therefore, in my reply to thoſe Let- 3 
ters, again urged the neceſſity of adopting 
5 the aforeſaid kcheme, But to this, neither 
bY Df. 


Dr. Priefiley, nor any other of my antago- 
niſts, have hitherto thought proper to reply; 
5 yet, as I find, that Chriſtians of all denomi- 


nations highly approve of the attempt, and 
earneſtly deſire a publication of the ſaid Diſ- 
ſertations; I now venture to lay the ſame 
before the impartial Public, requeſting only 


a fair and candid peruſal; as I flatter myſelf, 
that though I ſhould not be ſo happy as to 
carry conviction home to every breaſt, I ſhall 
| nevertheleſs, throw ſuch light on the Pro- 
phecies of Sacred Writ, as will greatly ſtreng- 


then the evidence of revealed religion, and 
promote the honour and glory of the Ons 4 


TRUE GOD. 
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EISM and Infidelity have made ſuch 
large ſtrides in the world, that they 
have at len reached even thoſe of my own 
"NR many of whom are at chis time ſo 
greatly infected with ſcepticiſm, by reading _ 
| Bolingbroke, Hume, Voltaire, &c. that theyß 
cſccarcely believe in Revelation; much leſs 
M have they any hope in our future reſtoration, 
&c. Theſe, I would willin gly reclaim, __ 
fave them from running headlong into ruin: 
and indeed, a a greater ſervice cannot be done 
to the religious world in general, than elta · 
bliſhing the truth of Divine Revelation : : 
which cannot be more effectually performed, 
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„„ INTRODUCTION. 
x events alas predicted: for which reaſon, ng, 
_ Prophet Ifaiah; when ſpeaking of the Meſ- x 
A ſiah, obſerves thus in ſupport of what he 
1 had Juſt foretold®, The former predic- 4 
tions, lo! they are 25 come to paſs: and 
new events I now declare: before they ſpring 
forth, I make them | known unto you.“ In 
reality, nothing can be a ſtronger, or more 
| convincing proof of the truth of proph Cy, 
and the accompliſhment of future events ſo 
fotetold, than this poſit tion : for if the for- 
mer prophecies were exactly fulfilled, it is 
an earneſt of the completion of the future 
events fo predicted. N 
That ſuch predictions have Vee 


be en ia: 
föoretold, and exactly MC rows we hall | 


| ſhew preſently. 
In order to take away every cauſe of cavil | 
HE from the Deiſt and Infidel, we ſhall not pro- 


duce any that are liable to objection on ac- 


4 = couut of their ambiguity, ; or the great diſ- . 
_—_ tance of time that hath clapſed ſince their 
| 8 If W Sek See alſo page 257. | 


com · 


xNTRODUOTION; I 


_ completion : that they maj not be able to 
make uſe of the old hackneyed objections, 
viz. that the facts were prior to the predic- 
tions, and that the prophecies \ were written 
after the Hiſtories, Or, that they were ho- 
thing more than ſhrewed' conjeQures, found- 
ed upon extenſive knowledge, long experi- 
ence, and a ſeries of probabilities. We 
therefore, ſhall only adduce ſuch as are clear, 
3 and unequivocal ; and which have been ſo 
fully poem mop as to firike the Deiſt and 
Infidel dumb. 

In Leviticus chapter ich. and Deutero- 
nomy chapter xxviiith. Moſes lays before 
the people at large, the bleſſings and the 
curſes: the former for their obedience, and 
the latter for their diſobedience. This he 
had already mentioned to them ſeveral times 
on different occaſions; always telling them, 
that they ſhould be happy or miſerable in 
the world, according as they were obedient, 
or diſobedient to the Law which he had 
given them from God. A ſtronger proof 
- 3 
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„ INR Ty enten, 
5 & the. Divine;original of the Moſa 


bave 1 X 


tpoiled us, are utterly deſtroyed, as foretold 


TINS, LE 


;tion than this, Wein bnbel ples we. 
een how W nderfully remarkable a. 
 interpoli tion, of Providence hath been in 
their good and had fortune: and how fully 
the truth of the prediction hath been atteſted 
by the whole ſeries of their hiſtory, from 
their firſt entrance into ag ande of 1 88 
to this preſent day. Ate: 

But what I would ofincipally inũit * 
is TA dreadful denunciations of Moſes, re- 
ting to our diſperſion, where he tells us we 
ſhall be ſcattered over the face of the earth, 
among all the nations, and yet continue a 
SEPARATE people, capable of being gathered 
together again in the latter days: whereas 
thoſe. great and powerful monarchies that 


by Moſes and the Prophets: for in Leviticus 
chapter xxvith. verſe 44th. he ſays, © And 
yet for all that, when they be in the land 
of their enemies, I will not caſt them away, 
neither will I abhor them, | to deſtroy them 

| utter - 
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| : 106 
| ad and to break my covenant wit 
for Iam the Loxp their God . And the © 
Prophet Jeremiah obſerves, (chap.zax. 7 170 N 
« For I am with thee, faith the Loxp, to 3 
| fave thee: though I make a full end of al! 
nations whither 1 have ſcattered ther, yet Os 
will I not make an end of thee; but I will 
correct thee f. &c. And e (chap. 
ix. 8.) ſays, ©* Behold, the eyes of the Loxy 
. Gop are upon the ſinful kingdom; and {ah 
5 will deſtroy itfrom off the face of the earth; 5 
| yet I will not utterly deſtroy the houſe „ 5 = FE 
Jacob, faith the Loxp. For, lo, I will 55 
command, and I will fift the houſe of Iſrael „ 
among all the nations; as (one that) ſifteth 1 
(corn) with a fieve: and a grain ſhall got : 
fall upon the ground.” That is, the col- — 
lective body of the nation ſhall not be d.. 
ſtroyed, as will be ſhewn at large i in the . 4 
planation of that prophecy. 


Thus we ſee that, m——_— Ep and _ , 
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n A riobbe S. 
. the Prophets aſſure us, that they Qua 1 „% 
ſcattered amon gall nations, and ſorely affe. 5 
edʒ yet ſhould they not be utterly ſtroyec 
as was the caſe of the other nations; as we 

ſee it fully verified at this day. And now, : 
I fain would aſk, how it was poſſible that 
Moſes, without Divine inſpiration, could ore- 
fee that, the dreadful puniſhments which: he 
had denounced againſt them, ſhould be o 
- fully accompliſhed, as they are allowed'on 7 
all hands to be: becauſe a number of acci- 
dents might have ariſen, to prevent their 
completion, which no human forefi ght could 
have foreſeen. As for inſtance, the greateſt 
part of our ſufferings have ariſen from the | 
perſecutions which we have ſuffered from 
_ Chriſtians, on account of the difference of 
religion, and the charge brought againſt us 
for crucifying the lord of life, and faviour - 
of the world. Ne ow, if this had not taken 
place, it is moſt propable that, we ſhould 
not have ſuffered ſuch cruel and dreadful 


—— &Cc. as we have experienced. 
15 ee 


e 


3 © 


1 


: = in with the religion of the diffetent coun 
IN tries; where they were diſperſtd: and thus 

decoine incorpotated with them, and entirely 
ſwallowed up among them; as has been the 


and from that into à third; and all along 
behave like an adverſary who fights] not 
With the Hopes of ſudceis; but for the vain 
glory of not yielding till he can hold out 
no longer) pretend, that the law he gave 
them, which contained the prohibition of 
' meats; intermarriagts with other nations, Sc, 


its own confutation with it. Becauſe, as 1 
have obſerved, how was he ſure, that as well 


Cc as 


1 1 KTRONUOTT: on: kl | 

„ Again; how could be forclee; bit that the 
'. e after its being driven out of its mn 
country, ſcattered in all parts, and ſuffering 
ſuch miſery, might not thereby be induced 
entirely to abandon Judaiſfm; and: fo fall 


aſd! of the greateſt monarchies. - Indeed; 
nothing could, or would be more probable: 
| for as that ſome Deiſts (who when driven 
from one entrenchment, retire into another, 


is the ſole cauſe of it, is puerile, and carries 


1 
5 


5 5 1NTROD U,CTION: ' 
à⁊ s they fell into idolatry, and other enorm. 
J * crimes, they would not violate theſe Ns 
bitory precepts, whoſe tranſgreſſion was ſo 
much leſs | heinous; and thus be mingled 
among the nations: for ſurely nothing elſe 
could in all human probability be expected 
conſidering what they have ſuffered during 
this long and dreadful captivity; for I am 
fret to aſſert, no nation ever ſuffered the like, 
during a ſpace of almoſt eighteen hundred 
years. But Moſes, contrary to all human 
foreſight, informs us that, notwithſtanding 
the ſevere, and almoſt unparalleled chaſtiſe- ” 
ments that they ſhould experience, yet, 
ſhould they ſtill be preſerved a diſtin nation; 
Ho exactly all this hath been fulfilled to 
tis very day, need not be inſiſted upon; as 
it is viſible to every eye, and manifeſt to the 
meaneſt capacity; although a period of up- 
wards of three thouſand years hath elapſed 
ſince the delivery of this prophecy. I there- 
fore would fain aſk the Deiſt, Whether it 
was poſſible that Moſes, or any other perſan 5 
1 could 


; could foreſee ſuch a wonderful event by any 
human means whatever; or how he can AC= 
Mo ns pa, th. . 
of divine preſtiences ? od 


If we enter into maden we dan 1 6nd, | 


chit; all the puniſhments which he de- 


nounced againſt them, have been ſo exactly 


fulfilled in every particular, that it is no 
wonder, if infidels were to ſay, as above ob- 


ſerved, that the facts were prior, &c. If 


therefore, the accompliſhment of the preced- 
ing prophecy, which may properly be called, 
like of which hath never been ſeen or heard 
of in the world, ſhould not be able to con- 


vince unbelievers, how can we expect that, 


any other argument ſhould, how ſtrong ſo- 


ever? But, as I would not by any means, 
omit adducing any argument that may ſerve 
to illuſtrate the ſubject, or tend to carry con- 


viction home to the doubting and wavering 
mind; 1 ſhall ep take a brief view of the 
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able of theſe denunciations. 
1 chin "TY 
be deſtroyed. 5 And ye ſhall'be left fei . 


| * W ' te. © This, not to mention the 5 


ſiege of Jeruſalem, vrhen inveſted by Titus; i 
when, as Joſephus ſays · E, an infinite multi- 


tude periſhed by famine: for he computes 


that, during the whole ſiege, the number of _ 


thoſe that were deſtroyed by that and the 


ſword; amounted to eleven hundred thouſand, 


as the people were aſſembled from all parts 


to celebrate the paſſover: and Baſnage, gives 
us an account of one million, three hundred 
and thirty- nine thouſand; fix hundred and 
* and other r parts of Judea, exclufve.of | 
priſoners, as n nnn the ac- 


+ a 


24 


"= K-32 <& 
A 


Deut. 2 7. 63. 
+ Bell. ITY Caps . Seth, 3. 
counts 


INTRODUOTION, | n 5 
ti ns ** bath — ee Lb. 1 
Ez 1 N of maſſacres and: perſecutions . | 
Fg theic hiſtory abounds with little elſe: 2 n if : Y 


this have been extirpated : for as Baſnager 
„ Here is alſo another circum... 
" Hance, that heightens Gi ee This 
e eee | 
or to ſet their feet in. They have waded ; | 
through floods. of their-own' blood; and are 9 
as yet preſervad That infinite number of | 
Fews, which we ſhall ſee hereafter murdered 
ed, but did: not deſtroy, that nation. For 1; 
notwithſtanding the joint perſecutions. of — «| 
Chir iſtians cn grew oy e their 1 
He als d them, „ And N aun v. —_— 
 * Hiſtory of the Jews, Book I. Chap. viii. Sed. 19. 
J. 58. Note, 1 Ibid. chap. i. page 2. . 
e plwKucked 
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„ INTRODVOTION: 


= | A | 1-4 


plucked Fri off. the land whither tot 


_ goeſt to poſſeſs it . This is moſt ſingular, 


and really worthy of obſervation, that even 
before they had entered the land to take poſe" 


feſſion of it, he aſſures them, that if they 

diſobeyed the Lord's commandments, theß 
ſhould be plucked off from it. Now, I 

defy any one to produce an inſtance of a Le- 
giſlator ever ſtaking his, reputation thus: | 


and the exact manner it hath been fulfilled, is - 
clear from their hiſtory; for they were in- 
deed plucked off from their own land, when 


the ten tribes were carried away captive by 


the king of Aſſyria; and of whom we know 


a nothing certain to this hour: and when the 


other two tribes were carried captive to Ba- 


bylon : : but more eſpecially, when their city 
and temple were deſtroyed, and the nation 
carried captive by the Romans. | 1 


From that time to this; their country E hath 


been in the poſſeſſion of foreign lords and 
maſters, few Jews living in it; and thoſe of 


Deut. xxviii- 63. 90 e 
| a low 


fairs, acquaints us that Jeruſalem. was almoſt 
entirely abandoned by the Jews: for he did 
not find there, above two hundred perſons, 


liſh travellert, who had been in the holy land 


in TRODUCTION:. | n. 
OY low: and poor condition. A celebrated. 


Jew. of the twelfth: century v, who travelled 
into all parts to viſit his brethren, and in- 


form himſelf of the exact ſtate of their af 


who were moſtly dyers of wool; the mono- 


ply of which trade, they purchaſed every 
year. They all lived together under David's 
tower, and made very little figure. In other 
parts, he found one or two in a city, in an- 


other twenty, in others more; and in many 
none at all. An accurate and faithful Eng- 


ſays, that, It is for the moſt part, now 


inherited by Moors and Arabians; thoſe poſ- 
ſelling the valleys, and theſe the mountains. 
Turks there be few : but many Greeks with 
other Chriitians of all ſects and nations, ſuch 


as impute to the place an adherent holineſs, 


„ Benjamin of Tudela in n Spain. 1 85 a 


+ Benjamin Itiner. page 41. | 
. $ Sandy's Travels, Book III. page 114. 
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Here be alſo ſome Jews, yet: inherit they no 
part of the land, but in their own coun 
| do live as aliel e Hs 
He alſo informs them, chat they th ſhould b be 
ſcattered among all nations And thou 
ſhalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth 2. Again, And the Loxp ſhall 
ſeatter des among all the people, ſrom one 
end of the earth even unto the other -F. This 
— hong moſt amply fulfilled fince 8 
rſton of the Jews by the Ro- 
mans. For what: ae have been ſcattered 
ſo far and wide as they? and where is the 
nation that is a ſtranger to them, or to which 
they ate ſtrangers? They ſwarm in many 
parts of the eaſt, are ſpread through moſt of 
the countries of Europe and Africa, are pret- 
ty numerous in the Weſt Indies, and there 
are ſeveral families of them in America. 
They circulate; as a Chriſtian author ſays, 
(Biſhop Newton) rough al yu where 
„Deut. xxviii 25. 
+ Ibid. 64. 


FEI and 
- 


trade 


Treber. 


45 ade and money circulate; and ek 45 "any 


4 2 brokers of the whole world: 


not be tehally deſtroyed, (as already men- 
tioned page 14) And yet for all that, 


&. On this, an author of great note, ob- 


it, that after ſo many wars, batt es, and 
| Hepes; fter ſo na y fires, farhines, and peſ⸗- 

tilenees; after ſo many rebellions, maſſacres, 

and perſecutions; after fo many years of cap- 
tivity, gavery, and miſery, they are not 4 
froyed utterly, and though ſcattered aliopg 


** 


themſelves © where is there any thing com- 
| parable to this to be found in all the hiſ- 
tories, and in all the nations under the fin?” 


deſtroyed, yet ſhould they ſuffer much, and 
not have reſt long in any place. And 


„L i 44. e 


; yet We cher Wat een 5 


when they be in the land of their enemies. 7 


all people, yet ſubſiſt as a diſtinct people by 5 


But though they ſhould not be utterly 


Sͤ T 1 


AT Bas EL 
WERE ST TAKA 


e Þ NTRODU Grm. 
* amabg theſe nations ſhalt thou find hint; * 

b neither ſhall therſole of thy foot have reſt*;” f 
This hath indeed been fully verified, for bey 
have been fo far from finding reſt, that the 


% ? 
- PD. j 


| have been baniſhed from place to place, from 
country to country. In many places, they 
have been baniſhed, and recalled, and baniſh- 
ed again. We ſhall juſt take notice of iſome 
of their great bani ments in modern times, 
from countries well known. About the 
latter end of the thirteenth + century, _ 
were baniſhed from England by Edward I. T 
and were not permitted to return and ſettle 
| there again, till Cromwell's time, or rather 
3 under Charles the ſecond. In the latter end 
of the fifteenth century, as Mariana ob- 
ſerves 8g, they were baniſhed from Spain. by 


Ferdinand and Iſabella: and according to 
his account, there were ſeventy thouſand fa - 


„Deut. xxvili. les, | 
+ Baſnage, Book VII. Chap. xix. Sect, 20 we 

$ Some ſay it was Henry III. | 
$ Baſnage, Book VII. Chap. xxi. 


; lies, a 


riilies, © or r eight hun re 
that lelt Spain upon the execution of this . 
edict. Some · reckon : an hundred and twen- 
ty thouſand families. They were indeed” . 
| ceived in Portugal by John II. but he made 


them pay a dear price for 4 refuge; and a 
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ſew years after, they were baniſhed by his 


| facceſſor Emanuel; who violated his faith 
with chem, IM By depriving them of the li- 
| berty to carry away | their children under 


fourteen years of age, which reduced them 
to that defpair, that ſome of them killed | 


themſelves, and others facrificing nature to | 
> their religion, turned executioners to their 5 


own bowels T. This leads us to what Moſes 


fays, concerning their children, 4h Thy ſons | 
| and thy daughters . be given unto an- 
other people, and thine eyes ſhall look, and 


fail with longing for them all the day long g: : 


and there ſhall be 1 no might i in thine ke.” 2 


„ e Excellencins, 46. 
| + Baſn, Book VII. Chaps al. Sect, 25. 3 
3, N. 5 155 e 


„ Haw - 


"thouſind "ag: 8 | 


How. exattly hath all this been fulfilled. i in 
. countries; but eſpecially i in Spain nd 
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il, where they formerly were ſo nume. 
rous; their children were there taken from 
them by order of the government, to to be edu- 


3 cated i in the Popiſh religion 3, as mentioned 


in the firſt prophecy of Moſes, 


| And. Baſnage * * obſerves, that the ute 


council of Toledo order 


d that all their 


2 


children ſhould be forced from them, for : 


fear they ſhould partake of their errors; and 


that they ſhould be ſhut up in monaſtries,, 
| to be inſtructed in the Chriſtian truths. He 
5 adds, « We ſhall ſee i in the ane: the la- 
mentable effects of theſe ; rapes.” And ie 
that when they were nite e e 
gal, all their children under fourteen years 
of age, were taken from them, and baptized. 

a; A practice not at all juſtifiable adds . Hiſa 
 torianÞ+. | 


has been ſhewn under the p 


„ Hiſt. of the Jews, Book VII Chap. aid, Sed. 4. 
Fl, Mariana, Book XXVI, * Yhe . 


He 


=o : 1 N T ROH ＋ 1 O N. | 

He alſo tells. . 
| N and ſpoiled, tian" 
thou. ſhalt be onl 


| &c. Now it is well known what, frequent 


ſeizures have been made of thein effects, in 
almoſt all countries, either to ſupply; the, 


neceſſities of the ſtate, or the luxury of the 
prince, 
fleeced by almoſt all governments? How aß- 
ten have they been forced to redeer their lives 


by ſums extorted;from them ?- The. inſtances, 
ed I, thall n ment what, | 


40 Always polled the Jews at every lo ebb 


af-his Gena One, Abrabam,. who was 5 


N an for his redemption. Aaron, 


e en at n bie houſanc 


+ Kennet. Vol. I. page 179. 


; oppreſſed, od * —5 
evermore, and no man ſhall. ſave thee * 


Ho often have they been fined and 


another, Jew, proteſted. that the king ba 
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is Andi in "the deli 1240, when the k 1g at- 
tempted to fleece them to the utmoſt, a moſt 
 reſpedable author obſerves x , that he 00 com- 
manded all the Jews of both ſexes through<" 
out England, to be impriſoned, till they! 
would make a diſcovery of their wealth # 
which he appointed officers to  reggive in 


4 


every county, and return to his Exchequer.” 
Many of them, no doubt, pleaded - poverty, 
or pretended to have given up all: but as 
the Tyrant was in earneſt to have their laſt 
werde wo  extorted it by ao 
| Stow "On that the ey of wel - 
had one.eye put out. And Matthew Paris 
tells us, that from one particular Few at 
Briſtol, the king demanded no leſs than ten 
ee marks of ſilver, (a prodigious ſum 
in thoſe days!) which bein g reſolutely denied 5 


ww 


* 


* Sec Anglia Judaica, p. 70. 
1 Matth. Paris, and Stow, anno 1210. 


Ke. 1 
3 


1N0TRODVE TION. „ 8 
him] he commanded one of his great e 
to be pulled out daily, till he conſented. 
The poor man had the courage to po” 
ſeven operations, but then, ſinking under 
the pain, ranſomed the remainder of hie 
teeth, at the price demanded. And when 
they were baniſhed in the reign. of Edward 
I. their eſtates, &c. were confiſcated, which | 
brought immenſe ſums to the crown. Thus 
haye they been, ſerved, almoſt every where; 


A 


a plain demonſtration of the 1 p 
ment of this prediction. 5 


17 4 


In verſe 34th. he ſays, *« Thou ſhalt hb 


mad for the fight of thine eyes which thou 
ſhalt ſee.” And have we not ſeen into what 


madneſs and deſperation they have been dri- 


ven by the oppreſſions, extortions; and cruel 


uſage they have experienced? Have they not 
in mere fury and deſperation deſtroyed them- 


ſelves, their wives and children? Joſephus & 


mentions, that after the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem by Titus, ſome of the Jews took re- 1 


* Joſeph, De Bell. Jud, Lib. VII. Cap. viii, et ix. 
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they choſe ten men cha- lot to lay the reſt; | 
when this was done, they choſe one of the 


which having mmol be cr fire ba the 


chard I. the people toſe"in Artis to make 4 


v 1 1 14 obverf o. 1 
. the chſtle of Naſada, where bei 
cloſely beſieged by the Romans, they, by the 


perſuaſion of their leader Eleazer, fackt x 
dered their waves and children; We | 


ten to kill the 3 nine in like manner; 


were nine hundred and guy, WHO e emed 


in this miſerable manner. Inſtances of the 
like behaviour hath often oecurted fince; 1 | 


ſhall only take notice of one mentioned u 
Englich hiftory, ' When in the reign of Ri- 


4 


general maſſacre of them, fifteen hundred of 
them retired into York caſtſe a, Wide bein ig 


cloſely beſieged, they offered to capitulate, and 


to ranſom their lives with money. The offer 
being refuſed, one of them cried in deſpair, 


That it was better fo die courageotfly for the | 


'*. Baſnage, Book VII. Chap. x. Sect. 20. p. 638: * | 
for nis authority quotes Matth. Paris, p. zt:, and Polyd. 
Virgil. L. Is P- 248. See alſo Anglia Judaica, p. 25. 
| Law, 
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riese fte, 


1, a, 1 that to fall into the hands of ths Chap 
 tians.. Every, one immediately took his kite 
and ſtabbed his wife ae . 1 
1 15 ; 2's 2 


men afterwards retired i into 
and ſet it on fire, in which the iy cn umed 


7 


* £4 
1 GAA S713 


themſelves, with the palace and furniture. 
He tells them, that in 1 this dreadful ca cap= J | 
Uvity, they ſhall ſerve other gods. 4 "Ka a — 
thou halt La other gods, wood and ſtones.” ” v 
Again, 0 And there thou ſhalt ſerve | other 8 — 
gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers 1 


have known +,” Kc. This hath been ex- — BN 
actiy fulfilled during this woeful captivity, 5 
when the Jews in Spain, Portugal, and other Ds 1 ; 
countries, Were obliged | to comply with the 0 1 f 
idolatrous worſhip of the Church of Rome, 1 
Kc. and to bow down to ſtocks and flones, 8 

rather than have their effects ſiezed and „% 
fleated, or their perſons murdered by the —_—_— 
ingen. &c. which has cauſed ſuch a ' "oo 
„ Deut. xxviii. 6 TY f : 
+ Ibid. 64, ds __.— 
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"INTRODUCTION. 


1 to apoſtatize, e. as « already v mens 
- tioned * *. ae 1 


; In verſe 37th, be tells * « And thou” 
ſhalt become an aſtoniſhmen t, a proverb, 
and a by-word, among all nations whither | 
the LoxD ſhall lead thee.” ; Hath not this 
been fulfilled, and as we may lay, is fulfll- 
? Is not the pretended avarice, 
ly; and eart har edneſs of a Jew become 
proverbi Is it not aid, that their very 
countenances commonly diſtin guiſh them 
from the reſt of mankind? And has not a 
great maſter of nature, drawn the portrait aof 
a Jew, in a moſt deteſtable character, in his 


Jew of Venice? Do not Heathens, Chriſ- : 


tians, and M ahometans, however they may 
differ in other points, yet agree in abuſing, 5 
vilifying, and perſecuting the Jews? And 
has not a Chriſtian writer + of our own time, | 
vilified them i in a moſt unwarrantable man- 
ner? although i it is well known that, there i is 


** 


* page 28, Note 2d, | 
by 5 The * Honourable Edonuad Burke, | 
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6 N 3 = 3 8 hs 
[= Som wh 7 74 oF . 7 5 . ney 1 


| 297 a 1 on earth, more fr iendly and % 
vourable to a mo narchical government, or 
more obedient to their rulers than they are? 
Vet, are they freated i in all rj, as if they | 
were of another ſpecies. 55 

He alſo tells them, that, The Lon: 
wa make thy plagues wonderful, and the 


plagues of thy ſeed, even great plagues, and | b 


of long continuance *,” &. And have not 
their calamities been of long continuance? 


Have they not continued upwards of ſeven-= 0 . 


teen hundred years? Their former captivities 
were very ſhort in compariſon of this : be- 
ſides the time of their redem ption was well 


known and aſcertained : : and during the Ba-. 8 


byloniſh captivity, they had Prophets · amon g 
them, who exhorted and comforted them; 
but during this long and dreadful captivity, 
there is not one true Prophet among them, 
to inform hem of the end of their calami- 
ties; as the Pfalmiſt ſays, « We ſee not 


our r ſigns, (there is) no more any Prophet, 


9 Peut. nel 59. | + Ezckiah and Daniel. 
ERS neither 
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by "thr G 9 EE) us Dn. that 


carried into Egypt again, and expoſed to ſale 


4 ” 
+ 


: e 


kn 1 . 


eth how long “. *. % In. their former | captivic, 
ties, they þad the conſolation of being to- 


gether i in one place : in Egypt, they dwelt 
together in the land of Goſhen; and Ay, 


K 


were all carried together to Babylon; but at 


* 8 


preſent they are ſcattered all over the face of 


Pl #4 


the earth. What nation hath eyer ſuffered 
ſo much, and yet continued f ſo long? What 
nation hath ſubſiſted as a diſtinct people even... 
in their own country, ſo long a as theſe h ha avg. 
done, though dif] ſperſed in all countries, with- | 
out having any place they can call th beirn | 
own? And what a ſtanding miracle is this, 
thus exhibited to the view and obſervation ,. 
of the whole world ih 


Laſtly, he tells them, that they ſhall bas 


as ſlaves, but there would not be any to 
purchaſe them. „ the Lonp thall, | 
bring thee into Egypt again 1.5 in 1 ſhips, by 
the way whereof 1f pake unto thee, ay, 


* lum. bœiv. 8 Verte 68th, „ 


: ſhalt el it no more again: and th _ . 


M rende rtan, 


be ſold unto your enemies for bond- oY 


T his, is a ſtriking contraſt to v 


umphant manner, as mentioned Exod. xiv. 
N And the children of Iſrael went out 


with an high hand.” But now, he ſays, 
they. ſhall return thither as ſlaves. This 
was fully accomplithed : for it appears from. 
Joſephus 3, that in the reign of the two firſt 


tolemies, a number. of Jews were flaves in 
Egypt. And when Jeruſalem was taken by. 


Titus , he ſent many of the captives, who, 
were above ſeventeen. years of age, bound to 
the works in Egypt: thoſe. under ſeventeen, 


were ſold; but fo little care. was taken of 
theſe captives, that eleven thouſand of them 


periſhed for want. The markets were ſo 
overſtocked. with. them, that. as Joſephus 


* Joſeph. Ant. Lib. XII. Cap. 1: et 4. 


+ Bell. Jud. Lib. VI. 8 viii. . 2. page 1288, Kc. | 
i +,” 


and. 
bond-women, and no man ſhall. buy you.'* 
hat happened. 
to them when Moſes brought them out of 
Egypt; for then, they came out ina tri. 


1 


= 


1x87R0DuCTion.” 


ſays ellewhere, "they were fold with their 
wives and children at the loweſt | price. Thus. 5 
0 alſo were the words of the Plalmiſt verified#, _ 
Thou ſelleſt thy people for nought,” Kc. 5 
as will be ſhewn in the ninth prophecy 
of Ifaiah. And Biſhop Newton ſays, that : | 
St. Jerome obſerves, « That after their laſt "ay | 
overthrow by Adrian, many thouſands of 
them were ſold; and thoſe that could not 
3 - ſold were tranſported into Egypt. and 175 
periſhed by ſhi pwreck, or famine, or were 
maſſacred by the inhabitants.” All which, 
is a manifeſt proof of the accompliſhment” 
of this remarkable denunciation, | in ry 810 . = 
ticular. 8 een 
| Theſe are manifeſt 1 pick of s Io 
of prophecies delivered above three thoufind | 
years ago: and which we nevertheleſs plain- 15 
I ſee fulfilling in the world at this very 
time: and what ſtronger proofs can we have, 
or deſire, of the Divine Legation of Moſes 15 
For what Legiſlator durſt ever attempt te 1 


| * P dum. 8 13. 


ſtake 


e rover 2 


stake his credit thus, by denouncing. ſuch. 
4 nation for diſ- 
obedience of religious ceremonies only: for 
as to what Deiſts aſſert, that any wile and 
intelligent lawgiver might eaſily foreſee that, 
the obſervance of the judicious laws inſtitu- ; 
ted by him, would: tend to make a nation 5 
flouriſh, and that the rejection of them would 
lead to their ruin, is: futile: becauſe ſuch 


ſevere denunciations againi 


foreſight could at any rate only comprehend 
political inſtitutions; and therefore, the non 


obſervance of ſuch, might end in the loſs of 
their liberty, or | the ſubverſion of their go- 
vernment; and which might eaſily be fore- 


ſeen. But even this, was not always the 
conſequence; for although we find, that the 


Lacedemonians did not make ſo great a figure, | 


after they had fallen from the obſervation of 
the rules which Lycurgus (whoſe ſole aim 
was to train them to war) had enjoined 
them; becauſe they could not then make 
war againſt, conquer, and command all 
thoſe round them; . we find, that the 

Romans 


Mie amity. Whenre i it i manifeſt 0 Mos 
ſes, could never have fbreſten by any hun 
ſagacity, the calamities left 
them, as the conſequence of the tra 
of laws purely religious: p 
according to the laws of nature; that a tins 
tion, as a collective body, and ſtate of gt 
vernment, ſhould be 

merely for the fake of 
whoſe object was not 
we ſee with what e 
predictions have been fulklted: Can 


in reaſon any longer doubt of the Bivine . 


part, I muſt freely acknow 
not only convinee, bat aſtoniſn 
me, beyond utteranve. They are in 


8 =} : 
. \KG DUCTION, a 
hat Moes pr dicted they: ſhould be, a ſign 
and a wonder for ever, as he ſays, in chap. 
xxvii 45, 46. © Moreover all theſe curſes 
ſhall come upon thee, and ſhall purſue thee 

and overtake thee, till thou be deſtroyed 3 
becauſe thou hearkenedſt not unto the voice 
of the Loxp thy God, to keep his com- 
mandments, and his ſtatutes which he com- 
manded thee. And they ſhall be upon thee 
for a ſign and for a wonder, and upon thy 
ſeed for ever.” For they are a fign of their 
rebellion againſt God, and a wonder of their 
preſervation, amidſt all thoſe dreadful cala- 

mities which they have ſuffered for ſo oy 
hundred years. 

I cannot omit mentioningone thing more, 
In Sapp of the truth of the Divine diſ- 
penſation of Moſes. The modern philoſo- 
phers, uch as Voltaire, &c. take a pride in 
repreſenting the Jews, as an ignorant, ſtupid, 
aul barbarous nation, compared with the 
more poliſhed nations of antiquity. Let us 
now for a moment grant the truth of their 
1104111 FE: | aſſertion, | 


ü INTRODUCTION. 


aſſertion, it of courſe will follow N N at 
Aa people ſo ignorant, ſtupid, and ne : _— 
as they are repreſented to be, we naturally 
ſhould not expect to find ſentiments and doc- 
trines far ſuperior to any thing of the cind - - 
that we find OG * moſt e na- 
tions. | r OA e, - S441 Ta; 
Now, it is well FINES that the moſt. 
antient nations, the Egyptians, the Babylo- 5 
nians the Aſſyrians, the Tyrians, &c. were 
the neighbours of the Jews, and completely 
ſurrounded them. Theſe were all ſunk into 
| the moſt groſs and ſtupid idolatry : for they 
worſhipped not only the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars; which they ſuppoſed to be animated, 
and on whoſe influence they imagined their 
good and bad fortunes depended : but dead 
men, heroes, &c. Jupiter, Venus, Adonis, 
&c. as alſo animals, inſects, and even onions. 
It therefore is requiſite to enquire, how the 
Jews thus ſurrounded by theſe nations, be- 
came poſſeſſed of ſuch juſt and ſublime con- 
ceptions with reſpe& to the Deity; and the 
. moſt 


x 


88 


4 8 
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— altea idea of his pure Unrrv,, as 
| inculcated in the | writin gs of Moſes: and 
where could they have learned ſuch rational 
worſhip A worſhip confined to one invi- | 
ſible, Omnipotent, Omniſcient, and Omni- 
preſent Being; the Maker and Governor of | 
all things, viſible and inviſible; from whom £41 
the Sun, Moon, Stars, and every thing elſe 
derived their exiſtence, and in whoſe power 
ĩãt is to diſpoſe of them as he pleaſes. It is 
clear they could not have learned it from 
theſe nations, nor any other, becauſe their 
religion was ſo eſſentially different from that 
of any other nation in the ancient world: 
for they all, without exception, practiſed the 
moſt impure, as well as the moſt cruel rites 
in honour of their gods; and their public 
ſeſtivals in e were ſcenes of riot and 
| debanchry. = 
Many of cheir ceremonies were 1050 hor- 

| nib barbarous. Their prieſts cut and man- 
gled themſelves, in a moſt horrid manner, 
and 1 the moſt dreadful mortifica- 
| Fa tions 


-\ 


, ron, n x 
„ tions in the courſe of their worſhipi Imocent 
** children were not ſpared by thelr-patents, 
1 who madly devoted them to the moſt-cruel 
Wieath;; that of burning them alite, either 
to —__— the wrath, or ſecure the favour 
of their gods. They alſo practiſed many | 
ſhocking indecencies, not proper to be tes 
Cited; women, in other reſpects chaſte, rere 
taught, that proſtitution (iy hich the choice 
of a partner was not thought of, as being 
totally excluded) a neceſſüry mode of le. 
conmmending themſelves to the favour: and 
protection of their deities. This n the 
caſe, of which, we have tlie moſt unereep- 
tionable evidence of both Greeks and Ro. 
mans: and as every ect muſt have an 
adequate cauſe, I wiſh the modern pfiiloſo- 
phers would inform me, how they can ac- 
count for the phenomena of a little Je 
- horde, as Voltaire delights to eall them, 
being thus poſſeſſed of the true knowledge 
ou the One * and Eternal” n his 
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Pi Kc. while the learned, po- 
liſned, and civilized nations, were ſunk in 
the moſt groſs, barbarous, and ſtupid idola- 
try, unleſs they had received the knowledgo | 
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thereof by Divine Revelatiam . 1 4 | eds 
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nm 
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If it were neceſſary, I could prove from. the obole te⸗ 
nour of the Moſaical diſpenfatian, in particulrr fort the pro- 
cepts of the land 8er hut these infliturions could bs none: 
other than divine. 3 ME 
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142, 1. 7, from b. for oppoſite, 7. appoſite. 
— 169, J. I, for off from, r. from off. ; 
— 186, I. 1, after think, 4 the comma, and place it alter 


N requiſite. 
— 215 l. 3, after mate, place the marks of a quotation 


'=—— 216, I. 4, from b. for nation, r. nations. 
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221, l. 5, from b. for beaſt, r. beaſts. 


=—— 226 |. 8, from b. for murmer, r. murmur, 
— 227, I. 8, for ſceptiſm, r. ſcepticiſm, 

— Ibid. I. 13, for walk, r. walking. 

— 241, 1. 7, after Prophet, diu, then and comma. 


287. 1. 6, for vax, r. wax. 


— 293, I. 6, from b. for is, r. his. 
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was BAL AAM the ſon of Beor : for, although 
was originally a diviner, or ſopthinyer” „ 
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the ſpirit of 
pheſy good concerni 
ſuperintendence and government 
world; and promulgate among the Heat 
his wonderful works with his choſen 
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manifeſt prov of | the CADE mo. 


Ce EW . ü on 5 front 
cies, Article Baalam) that the gift of Prophecy was not 
always confined to the choſen ſeed,” But this, is far from 
truth: for except in the inſtance now before us, and for which, - 
I think I have aſſigned a ſufficient reaſon, more eſpecially, as 
the prophecy thus delivered, ſo highly concerned the Jewiſh 
nation, and after the delivery of which, he propheſied no 
more, I am confident to aſſert, that the gift of prophecy was 
entirely confined to the choſen ſeed, as may be clearly pax; T 
_ ceived from the whole tenour of the Old Teſtament. As to 
what he has obſerved, concerning God's revealing himſelf to 
Abimelech and Pharach, 18 not conclufive; becauſe, there is. 
a great and wide difference, between God's revealing himſelf 
in a dream to Abimelech or Pharach, merely to inform them 
of their crime, and the injury they were attempting to do to 
his ſervant Abraham, who was a true prophet; and the endow. 
ment of the gift of prophecy - As to Nebuchadnezzar, Scrip- 
türe is clear in calling it a dream; and which was ſo far from 
| the gift of prophecy, that he heither knew the mterpretation 
of the dream, nor the dream itſelf, till informed of bath, by 
the prophet Daniel, who was of the choſen ſeed. What he 
farther obſerves, (Differtaons, Vol. > page 66. ) 10 Neither 
Was there any neceffity that the prophets ſhould always' be 
good men, Sc. ſcarcely deſerves; notice, as 3 
cited, are ſo palpably contradictory to truth, and ſacred writ; 
for in no part of Scripture, do we find an inſtance of un- 
worthy perſons being etidowed with the gift of prophecyj; 
neither did Aaron and Miriam mutiny againſt Moſes, nor 
rebel againſt God. The diſobedience of Jonah, was not the 
conſequence of his unworthineſs, but 4 ſudden impulſe, the 


1 < of a tender affection, and ſolicitude for his 
| brethren, 
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of God over his people, and his peeuliar 

love towards them: for what could be a 
greater honour to them, than that a prophet 
called from another country, an immoral 
man, and one who came with a full intent to 
curſe them for the ſake of lucre, ſhould be 
obliged: to bleſs. them, propheſy. of their 
future happineſs, and bear teſtimony to their 
| holineſs. It is in fact, as the learned 

Abarbanal obſerves, the commendation of 

an enemy among 8 0 which; is a com- 
mendation indeed. 

The prophecy 1 . mating. * as 
| applicable to the coming of the Mefliah, &c. 
is, the laſt of thoſe he delivered, beginning, 

laam, the ſon of Beor hath ſaid,” GP» 
rok 15, till the end of verſe 24. | 

4 wy muſt be obſeryed, that Balaam delivered 
four prophecies concerning Iſrael,” each one 
referring to a period of time more remote 
than the former, and more approximate to 


brethren, as being apprehenfive that the Heathen might pay 
more attention to his' admonitions than what the Jews did, 
and which might be the cauſe of bringing a heavy ;puniſh- * 
ment , upon. them, as I ſhall hew at large in my Comment on 
Scripture, in which 1 ſhall alſo take notice of the caſe of be 
two prophets of Samaria, which the Biſhop has ſtated, but of : 
Wc n neee e juſt conception. 
| S3 the 


2 


1 bptsszxrATfons h 
3 the litter days. For in the firſt, he thews . 
tze noble deſcent -of the nation from tbe 
ancient patriarchs, that they were God's 
portion, his choſen people, and his inheri- 
| {tance from the days of their anceſtors ; that 
they therefore multiplied in a moſt extra- 
ordinary and wonderful manner, without the 
junction of any other people; and were or- 
© dained to the participation of immortality. - 
All which, he gg in : verſe "P _ roy "1 
of chapter 8 85 
For in verſe 8, he ow 15 "How: al 4 
curſe thoſe whom God hath not curſed; or 
ho ſhall T raiſe indignation againſt whom 
the Loxp hath no indignation ?” Having 
thus ſhewn that it was not in his power to : 
curſe thoſe. whom God fo highly favoured, 
he in verſe 9, explains the reaſon of that 
favour: * Becauſe I ſee him ſprung from 
the ancient rocks, and from the hills E be- 5 5 
hold him.“ That is, I ſee him derive his 
deſcent from the ancient patriarchs and ma- 
trons, whoſe faith was as firm as the rocks. 
In this manner, he ſhews the deſcent- of 
| Iſrael; and it is really worthy of obſervation, 
that the propet Iſaiah makes uſe of the ver 


fame i R of a rock, to ſhew the deſcent _ 


- * 4 C 
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of the nation . Look unto the rock, 
from whence ye were hewn; and to the 
hollow of the cave, whence ye were digged. 

Look unto Abraham your We 5 e unto 
Sarah who bore you. - 

_ - Having thus ſhewn the en of BLU 5 
nation, he farther obſerves, that that deſcent 
was pure, without any mixture of other na- 
tions , Lo, the people ſhall dwell alone, 

and ſhall not be reckoned among the na- 
tions.“ But, as it might be inferred, that 

by their being thus ſeparated from all other 

nations, their number would be extremely 

ſmall, he obſerves, that they were very nu- 
merous t. Who can count the duſt of 
Jacob, and number the fourth part of Iſ- 
rael?” He then proceeds to ſhew that they 
would inherit immortality, in the following 
ſentence : Let my ſoul die the death of 
the righ teous among /t _ and let _ _ 
end be like his. 
In the ſecond, he foretells the viſtories ; 
which the Iſraelites ſhould gain over the 

* Canaanites, &c. their poſſeſſion and quiet 

enjoyment of the land afterwards : their vir= 


. Ifai. li, Sn 4 Numb. xxiii. 9. 


tue 


— 


- 


6 . [DISSERTATIONS - \ 


* Fa 


tue and ee e and their nz 
of the gift of prophecy, © This he declares 
in verſe 21, 23, and 24. For in regard of 
their piety he ſays, “ He hath not beheld 
iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he ſeen pas. 
verſeneſs in Iſrael.” Inverſe 23, he (pea 
of the gift of phophoey; obſerving, ** Surely 
there is no enchantment in Jacob, neither is 
there any divination in Iſrael, for as at a 
time, / ſhall it be ſaid to Jacob and Iſtael 
What God hath wrought. That is, tw 
| ſurely have no occaſion to uſe enchantments, 
and divinations, as other nations do, in order 

to be informed of future events, or the will 
of God, for as they are at preſent informed 
thereof by means of the gift of prophecy to 
Moſes *, fo ſhall they continue to be thus 
informed, either by the ſpirit of prophecy, 
or by means of the Urim and "LRN as 
was actually the caſe during all the time that 
they continued in the land, 1 805 to the 
Babyloniſh captivity. © 
In verſe 24, he ſpeaks of Sieio rig 
*« Behold, the people ſhall riſe up as a great 
1 lion, and lift mu himſelf as a young lion: . 


» Vide Numb. IX. 8. . 5. XXXVi, & &c, 5 
| Ds mal 
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ſhall not he down until he cat of the PP : 
and drink the blood of the ane | ie a. 
In the third prophecy, he 
moter period of time: for = rs 3 | 
that they ſhould have à king who ſhould be 
exalted above Agag, which clearly points dut 
Saul, who overcatne Agag, king of the Ama- 
lekites; and that their kingdom ſhould be 
ſtill more exalted; and which denotes the 
proſperdus reigns of David and Solomon, and 
the building of the temple; as in chap. xxiv. 
_ verſe 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 Ho 2 Ry 
tents, O Jacob, au thy tabernactes,. O 
Iſrasl ! In this verſe; he fpeaks of the ton5ple; 
and the different tabernacles, where the ark 
reſted before it was brought to Jeruſalem... 1 
In verſe 7, he ſpeaks of the exaltation of their 
kingdom, And his king ſhalt be higher — 
than * Agag, and his e 10 end 
exalted,” &. &c. | 


„ The 15 of 28» Joes not ptopeth fm the compa- 
rative, but denotes the fame as the propoſition 18, from; 
and is what the Hebrew Grammariatis call wins Ke 
denoting time: ſo that the meaning of the expreſſion; ie, His 
king ſhall begin to be exalted. ro THE TIME OF A 4 
that is, from the time of Saul the firſt king of Iſrael; who 
overcame Agag; and that his 9 ſhould ſtill be more 
exalted, &, | 3 A 


- 
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We now come to the fourth proph cy, 
in which he foretellls the coming of the 
Mefſliah, and the reſtoration of the Jewiſh , 
nation to their own land. And as this was 
not to be accompliſhed, till the latter days, 
he there with conſoles Balak, by informing I 
him, that he would not at preſent receive”. 
any injury from this people, for that the 
thorough ſubjection of Moab by them 
would not take place till the latter days. 
And as this embraced, ſo great a diſtance of 
time, he uſhers it in with great ſolemnity, 
by a remarkable preface, Balaam the ſon 
of Beor, &c. who heareth the words of God, 
and is made acquainted with the purpoſe of 
the Moſt High, who ſeeth the viſion of the 
Almighty, falling 1 5 in a trance, but 
having his eyes open.” Hie here ſhows that 
his viſions were real prophecies; and al- 
though he was ſo far overpowered by the 
force of the viſion, that his corporeal facul- 
ties were deprived of their proper functions, 
yet, his intellectual powers were in full force; 
which he beautifully deſcribes by the falling 
down i m a 1 but having his e ger 2 


» This ith rea meaning ofthe Hebren, in wi] 
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4 U clearly ſu the vifien: wilt hie 
ctual eye, he makes ule of that image 


Scene obſerves, I ſee! al Lit! not 
now: I view him, but not nigh.” | That is, 
I plainly ſee the thing I foretell, although it 
doth not yet exiſt, and I have a clear view of 
it, although it is to be at ſuch a diſtance of 
time. A ſtar ſhall come forth from Ja- 
cob, and a ſceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, 
who ſhall ſmite the corners of Moab,' and 
| 2 1 the walls of ' 805 te children of at 
He in aiding Balak oft he eat Gab 
jection of Moab to the Iſraelites; and not 
only Moab, but the whole world, for all 
mankind are included in the general term, 
the. children of Sheth; for the poſterity of 
Cain, and all Adam's other ſons, periſhed in 
the deluge, ſo that the line of Sheth' an, 
was preſerved in Noah and his family; 
By the breaking down of the wall, be | 
ſhewed their utter ſubjection, and the entire 
ſubverſion of their kingly Power, and dif- 


| 5 ſpirit of which, Biſhop Newton ſcems at to have 3 | 
and which is the cauſe of * giving a . e of the. 
expreſſion. 


Vor. 2 15 0 ; TE = : | GR 
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1 forms of government by the Meſſiah, 
_ agreeable to what the prophet Iſaiah ſays , 
The lofty looks of men ſhall be humbled, 
and the haughtineſs of mortals ſhall be bowed | 
down, and the Loxp e thall be N 
in that day.“ 
le then Corll of the ſubjection of Bend | 
«© And Edom ſhall be 4is + poſſeſſion, Seir 
alſo ſhall be his poſſeſſion, doing. his enemies, 
and Iſrael ſhall do valiantly.” In this verſe, 
he ſhews the entire ſubjection of Edom, and 
for which he aſſi gus a ſtrong reaſon, viz. 
N vam his enemies; that is, becauſe Edom 
was the enemy of Iſrael, they therefore are 
to have the entire poſſeſſion of his country. 
And it is really worthy of obſervation, that 
the prophet Obadiah deſcribes Iſrael's taking 
poſſeſſion of the territories of Edom, in near- 
ly the ſame words f. And the houſe of 
Jacob ſhall poſſeſs their poſſeſſions, And the 
houſe of Jacob ſhall be a fire, &c. and there 
ſhall not be any remaining of the houſe of 
Eſau. And they of the ſouth ſhall poſſeſs 
the mount of Eſau, &c. And faviours ſhall. 
go up on Mount Zion to Judge the mount | 
F 185 Ifai. ii. 1 11. 197, 


+ Iſrael's 5 x Obad. i. 155 . 5185 
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on THE. PROPHEOIES, ; 11 
of Eſau.” And, thus ſays Balaar 


plainly perceive, how one prophecy ſupports 


the other, and both oy 8 es _ e * 


revelation. 


From Edom, he carnal to Maas: 50 © And 
8 looked on Amalek, he took up his 


parable, and faid, Amalek ' was the firſt of 


the nations that warred againſt Iſrael, but his 


latter end hall be that he periſh for ever.. 


- - He then took notice of the Kenites, 
And he looked on the Kenites; and took 


up his parable, and faid, « Strong is thy 
dwelling place, and thou haſt put thy neſt 
in a rock. + Nevertheleſs the Kenite ſhall be 
waſted, for how long will it take Aſhur to 
carry thee away captive?” That is, not- 


withſtanding the ſtrength of thy ſituation, 


whan God hath appointed thy captivity, it 


will not coſt Aſhur nnen time to neſs — - 


away captive. .- 
Before J proceed, it t will 10 proper: to en- 
quire, who it is, that is meant by the Ke- 


nites, as commentators are greatly divided 
on the ſubject. Several of the Jewiſh com- 
„ mentators 


alaan % Out of 
Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall . domi- 
nion, and he ſhall deſtroy- che remnant out 
of the city. In this manner, we may 


4 
Rs 5 


is DISSERTATIO mY 
41 "= are eee theſs Ke- 
nites were the deſce dants of Jethro, Ne. 
ſes 's father-in-law. || See Judg. i, 16. and 
x Sam. xv. 6. And J find, that Biſh ws | 
Newton was alſo. of this opinion: for 
though, he obſerves; (Vol. I. page 83) 
87 . are Kenites mentioned (Geneſis 
RV. 19.) among the Canaanitiſh nations, 
beg land was t unto e | 
du; the aalen here intended.” i _ 
farther obſerves, But the Canaanitiſh na- 
tions are not the ſubject of Balaam's pro- 
phecies; and the Canaanitiſh nations were 
to be rooted out, but rheſe Kenites were to 
continue as long as the Iſraelites themſelves, 
&c. And therefore, he is of opinion, that 
theſe Kenites were the deſcendants of Jethro, 
Moſes's father-in-law. But the learned 
Abarbanal is of opinion, that the Kenite here 
mentioned, is one of the ten nations pro- 
miſed by God to Abraham, as mentioned in 
Gen. xv. 19. The Kenites, and the Ken - 
nizzites, and the Kadmonites.” Theſe three 
nations, the children of Iſrael did not ſub- 
due, (as will be ſhewn hereafter) when they 
entered the land of Promiſe, and which has 
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-4 led Bochart to obſerve®, that, 'T hoſe Ke- MP 
nites, as well as the Kenizzites, became d. 

tinct in the interval of time which paſſed 


between Abraham and Moſes, being not 


mentioned by Joſhua in the diviſion of the 
land, nor reckoned among the nations con- 
quered by him. But the truth of the mat- 
ter is, that the Kenite, Kenixzite, and Rad- 
| monte, denote Ammon, Moab, and Edom, as 

held by our Rabbins. The proofs that may be 

adduced in favour of this, are many. I ſhall 
| juſt notice a few. In the firſt place, we find, 
that Balaam mentions Edom and Moab, but 
is filent as to what regards Ammon; and as 
he mentions all thoſe who were to be finally 
ſubjected by Iſrael, at the time of the Meſ- 
ſiah, it is more than probable, that by the 
Kenite, he meant Ammon; although, for 
reaſons. unknown to us, he called them by 
the name mentioned in GenefisÞ.' Secondly, 
we find that God tells W chat he 


* Phaleg. lib. iv. . cap. 36. cole. 207%. EA 

1 And in this ſenſe, the Chaldee Paraphraſt Onkelas ſeems 
to underſtand it: for he hath both in Genefis, and here in 
Numbers, tranſlated WW The KZNI TE, Neo: Shal- 
maah: which is a manifeſt proof, that he conſidered them as 
one and the ſame nation; and bf Os” gez the ex- 
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Will not give the children of Ifael wi ane 
. of the land of Edom, Ammon and Moab#, 
which it is probable they expected, as in- 


cluded in the promiſe made to Abra vam; 


becauſe, as Moſes ſays -, it was alſo ac- 
counted the land of the #925 Rephaim, the 


giants: it was therefore neceſſary for God to 
tell Moſts, that he would not give them any 
part thereof at that time. Thirdly, theſe | 


three nations are expreſsly mentioned by th 

prophet Iſaiah, as the future conqueſt of the 
Iſraelites in the days of the Meſſiah, as men- 
tioned chap. xi. 14. On Edom and Moab 


they ſhall lay their hand; and the children 


of Ammon ſhall obey them.“ From all 
which, 1 preſume, it is manifeſt, | that the, | 
Kenite here mentioned, is the ſame as pro- 
miſed to Abraham, as one of the nations 
who were to be finally ſubdued or en 


in the days of the Meſſiah. © 


In verſe 24, he proceeds, © And thigin ſhall 2 


come from the coaſt of Chittim, and ſhall 
afflict Aſhur, and ſhall afflic Eber, and he 


alſo ſhall periſh for ever.” By the ſhips of 

Chittim, he pointed out the Romans, who 

were to afflict . or properly the b : 
. Deut. ii. 5, ke. I wid. zi. 20, Re. 5 

| rians, Y 
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-rians; and Eber, 6. the children” of Ebet, > 
the Jews; and this was fully accompliſhed: 
for as Dion informs us, Aſſyria, properly ſo 
called, was conquered by the Emperor Tro- 
jan: and it is well known, that the Romans 
under Veſpaſian and Titus, deſtroyed the ſe- 
cond temple, and carried the nation into this 
long and dreadful captivity : he therefore 
adds, And he alſo ſhall periſh ;” that is, | 
Chittim, i. e. the Romans ſhall be utterly 
deſtroyed, becauſe they were the enemies of 
the Jews, and afflicted them ſorely. And 
this, is only a duplicate of what is menti- 
oned above, when ſpeaking of Edom, And 
hae ſhall deſtroy the remnant out of the city.” | 
«And which is the fourth beaſt mentioned in 
the prophecies of Daniel, as denoting the 
laſt of the four great monarchies, as will be 
fully explained 3 in the courſe of n Diſſer- 
tations. 
Theſe e N Paine out tte" 
future redemption of Iſrael, and the deſtruc- 
tion of their enemies; for the entire deſtruc- 


tion of all their enemies is to take place at 


the coming of the Meſſiah. For although 

they were employed in ſome meaſure as God's 

inſtruments, to 3 the nation; yet, were 
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Ayria®, c Howbeit he meaneth not ſo,: Nei- 8 


| few. And as the Prophet, denounced a 


Mount Zion, and on Jerulſalem, I will-puniſh 
the fruit of the ſtout heart of the King of 


afflicted them in this long and dreadful cap- 


merous prophecies cited in the courſe of the 
work. And as a proof of this, I ſhall juſt 
mention the prophecy of Jeremiah, which 
clearly points out two remarkable and won- 
derful events, viz. the preſervation of the 


on hexocuting "hb divine will, as t 1e be | 
Iſaiah ſays, in ſpeaking of the King af AL. 3 


ther doth his heart think ſo, but it is in his 4 
heart to deſtroy, and cut off nations not a 


ſevere puniſhment to be inflicted upon 40 

ria, after they ſhould have ſerved the purpo- 
ſes of Divine Providence, ſaying r, Where 
fore it ſhall come to paſs, that when the 
Lokp hath performed his whole work upon 


Aſſyria, and the glory of his high looks.“ 
So will God, at the future reſtoration of the 
Jews, ſeverely puniſh all thoſe who have 


tivity, as will be clearly evinced by the nu- 


Jewiſh nation, and the total ene, on x of E 
F Iſai. x. 7. ; 8 5 Ibid. xii, ? 


* « 
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their eneftties: 40 Fear not thou, 0 Jacob 
my ſervant, Gith the Lox, for I am with 
| thee; for I will m 
nations, whither I have driven thee, but 1 
will not make a full end of thee; but I will 
correct thee in juſtice, and will not uttetly 


cut thee off.” (Jerm. xlvi.'28.) Thus is 
the preſervation of the Jews founded 'n 
God's gracious promiſe; and if we ſeriouſſ/ 
reflect on it, we ſhall find ir really to be one 

s of Di- 


E of the moſt ſignal and illuſtrious a 
vine Providence. And a learned Prelate c 


ſerves®, the drops of rain which fall, nay, the | 


great rivers which flow into the ocean, are 
ſoon mingled and loſt in that immenſe body 
of waters: and the fame in all human pro- 
bability would have been the fate of the 


Jews; they would have been mingled, and = 
loſt in the common. maſs of mankind; but 


on the contrary, we find, that they flow into 


all parts of the world, mix with all na- 
tions, and yet keep ſeparate from all. They 


ſtill live as a diſtinct people, and yet the; 


where elect. their own magiſtrates, nor | are 
they governed by their own laws, but by 
thoſe of the nation where they live. No 


2 — the Prophecien: Vol. I. p. 124. 


Vor. I. „ D OE * 


e a full end of all the 


"'# 
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7 _ wes continued. unmixed 0 * as 
they, have done, not only of thoſe who ſent 
forth colonies into foreign countries, but 
: even of thoſe who abided in their on coun- 
mtu. , The northern nations (ſays Dr. New. 
= 5 8 ton? 5) have come in ſwarms into the more 
ſourthern parts of Turgps but where are 
they now to be diſcerned. and diſtinguiſbed 3 
The Gauls went forth in great bodies to ſeek 
their fortune in foreign parts; but what tra- 
ces or footſteps of them are now remaining 
any where ? In France, who can ſeparate the 
race of the antient Gauls, from the various 
other people, who, from time to time have 
ſettled there? In Spain, who can diſtinguiſh 
exactly between. the firſt, poſſeſſors, the Spa- 
niards,, and the Goths, and the Moors, Who 
conquered. and kept poſſeſſion of the coun- 
try for fare N In Ense. who can 


| een ills en Pretend 
eien oa dhe Prophecies page 124.164 0 


I In Spain and Portugal, they can ſcarcely diftinguilhbe- 
tween the. diſſembling Jews, and the real Chriſtians, as Baſ- 
nage obſerves, (Baſnage, Book vii. chap. 27. ſect. xxvi. and 
chap. 33. ſeR, 14.) fer ſpeaking of the Jews after the ex / 
pulſion of the great body of the nation from thence, be ſays, 


« Nevertheleſs, it is true, that thoſe who remained in Spaiy, 
and Portugal diſſembled "inftead of being converted. The 
number of - the le e 4s very W and it 
4 % c ought. : 
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pretend to fay with certainty! which families 


Rr Theres 


are derived from the antient Britons, and 


141 


which from the Romans, Saxons, Danes, or 


"I £#7") * 


Normans? The moſt antient and honoura- 


ble pedigrees can be traced up only | to a 'cer- 


tain period beyond) which, chere 1 is s nothing 


3 not to be concluded, hi hell are no Tis 10 Spain 
or Portugal, becauſe they are not known: they are ſo much 


the more dangerous, for not only being very numerous, but | 
confounded with the eccleſiaſticks, and entering into all ec- 


_ cleſiaſtical dignities.“ In another place, ſpeaking of the 
Jewiſh nation, he ſays, The moſt ſurpriſing. thing 1 is, that 
this religion ſpreads from generation to generation, and ſtill 
ſubſiſts in the perſons of diſſemblers in a remote poſterity.” 

„In vain,” ſays he, © The great lords of Spain make alli- 
ances, (Oſorious. libra 1, Mariana. libra. 26. chap, 13.) 
change their names, and take ancient ſcuteheons; they are 


ſtill known to be of a Jewiſh race, and Jews themſelves. 


The convents of Monks and Nuns, are full of them. Moſt 


of the Canons, Inquiſitors, and Biſhops, proceed from this 


nation. This,” ſays he, © is enough to make the people and 
| clergy of this country tremble, fiace ſuch ſort of churchmen 
can only profane the ſacraments, and want intention in conſe- 


crating the hoſt they adore; in the mean time, Oxon 10, who 


relates the fact, knew theſe diſſemblers. He was one of , them 
himſelf, and bent rhe knee before the ſacrament. M oreover, 


he brings proofs: of his aſſertion, in maintaining, that there 


are in the Synagogue of Amſterdam, brothers and fiſters und 
near relations to good families of Spain and Portugal; and 
even Franciſcan Monks, Dominicans, and Jeſuits, who come 


to do penance for the crime * have committed in diſſem- 


bling.“ 


"Dy but 
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= but, e and uncertainty, 'obſenrity 
=. and ignorance. But the Jews can g up 

| higher than any nation; they can even de- 

\ _ duce their pedigree from the beginning of 

the world. They may not at preſent, know 
from what particular tribe or family they are 
deſcended, but they know certainly that they 
all ſprang from the ſtock of Abraham. And 
yet, the contempt with which they have been 
treated, and the hardſhips which they have 
undergone in almoſt all countries, ſhould, 
one would think, have made them deſirous 
to forget or renounce their original : but it 
is no ſuch thing; they profeſs it; they glo- 
ry in it: and, after numberleſs wars, maſſa- 
eres, and perſecutions, they ſtill ſubſiſt; 
they ſtill are very numerous: and what, but 
2 ſupernatural power could have preſerved 
them in ſuch a manner as no other nation 
upon earth hath been preſerved. | 
But this, is no more than what Ne 
foretold them upwards of three thouſand 
years ago, And yet for all that, when they 
be in the land of their enemies, I will not 
caſt them away, neither will 1 abhor them, 
to pr them utterly, and to break my con. | 
venant 7 


ON TRE PROPHECHES. o#  — | 
venant with them; for I am he Lonnuthey 8 
N God, &c. (Levit. xxvi. 44=.) | 
In his Prophetic Poem, he hath 40 PIR: 
ly p ointed out the mercy of God in the pre- 
| Pol of Iſrael, and the means ken by 
Providence to effect it; for in Deut. xxxii. 
26. he ſays, I faid 1 would drive Soak 
into one corner, (and conſequently). I would 
make the remembrance of them to ceaſe 
from among men.” This, hath really been 
the caſe of the ten tribes, whom the King of 
Aſſyria carried captive to Halah, and Habor, | 
by the river Gozan: and of whom, we have 
not to this hour, any certain or authentic ac- 
count, as to their real place of abode. And 
this, would have been the fate of the reſt: of 
the nation, had they been carried to one ſpot. 
The Prophet therefore, proceeds thus, 
Were it not that the wrath of the enemy 
would be collected: The ſenſe of which 
is, that if they were all in one place, under 
one prince, and the wrath of the ene- 
my ſhould ariſe againſt them, it would be 
more collected, and conſequently, operate 
with a greater force to effect their deſtruc- _ 
tion. But, God in his infinite mercy, ſcat - 
825 them among all nations; bop thereby 
N | 


Prince T e dhe er tas eto ſome 
of their brethren, who live under tlie domi- 
nion of another WhO favours them 3 as hif- 
tory clearly evinces. And, although they are 
but few, in compariſon to what they Wetten 
owing to the tumberleſs Ra nd | 


one ang e, 3 oſt "likely boy hi Fr *. = 
been annihilated : but their diſperſion a 18 
different nations, was the very means of their | 
preſervation: for the intereſt of the various 4 
Princes were ſo oppoſite to each other, t that 
when one perſecuted them, another favoured, i 
and granted them an aſylum. Hence it i 
manifeſt, that their diſperſion among ſo ma- 
ny nations, throughout the world, is not 4 
fign that God hath caſt them off entirely; 
but, on the contrary, is the ſtrongeſt appa- 

rent our, that they are under the imc | 


» This fully verifies the W of Moſes, i in 1 Deut. 1 iv. 1 | 
and xxviii. 62. * And the Loa v ſhall ſcatter you among the 
people, and ye ſhall be leſt few in number among the na- 


tions, whither the Lon u ſhall lead you, And ye ſhall be lee 


| few i in number, &c. ö 


ge r : PROPHEOTES. . 
$i Jcwho 1 carefully | 
ch Mas: 2 er, and pteſetyes; themg amidſt 
I We ous. AN: that, ſurround them; 
| boming of the true, Meſſiah, when 
a 1 be all gathered together, dnd:/re« 
turn to {their own land: where they wall. 
God in truth and ſincerity, as written 
1 ich God Lee his ſer· 
„%Fͤ 8 l n 1117 
this, a Chriſtian matter of great note; 
ms to bear teſtimony z:ifor -hei obſerves, 
Neirbet the ſevere edicts of Kings, nor the 
.af the executioner, have been able to 
_ deſtr yithems . No, nor the ſeditious multi- 
tude, who have performed maſſacres and ex- 
ecutions, infinitely more tragical than the 
Princes. Both kings and people, Heathens; 
Chriſtians, and Mahometans: ſo oppoſite in 
ſuch a number of thin gs, hives nevertheleſs 
all united in the deſign of ruining, this na- 
tons and {till have not been able to effect be, 
it. No! The 32% of Moſes, ſurrounded. 
with flames, hath always burnt without con- 
ſuming. Notwithſtanding that they have 
fuffered miſery and perſecution from age to | 
age, and have waded through tortents of 
' * Baſnage's Hiſtory of the eus. 
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their own blood: yet, they Kill aba a 


„ 
* * * 


f 


dittin& nation; whilſt nothing remaii us df 
the greateſt monarchies but the name. 
Nor is the providence of God leſs „ite 
in the deſtruction of their enemies, than in 
their preſervation: for all thoſe who were 
their enemies and oppreſſors, or who removed 
them from their own land, and carried them 
into captivity and ſlavery, were entirely over- 
thrown and deſtroyed. Let us begin in the 
order of time: the Egyptians detained them 
in bondage a number of years, and forely 
afflicted them; but their puniſhment. Was 
examplary. The Aſſyrians firſt carried the 
ten tribes of Iſrael captive, and the Babylo- | 
nians afterwards the two remaining tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin. The Syro-Macedo- f 
nians, eſpecially Antiochus Epiphanes, eru- 
elly perſecuted them: and the Romans ut- 
 terly diflolved the Jewiſh ſtate, and diſperſed 
the people, ſo that they have never been 
able to recover their country again. But 
where are theſe great and famous monarchies 
now, who in their turns ſubdued and cruelly 
oppreſſed the people of God? Are they not 
vaniſhed as a dream? Of the two former, 


the name is known only to the learned; and 
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of the latter, nothing « exiſts but. their fame. 
But the Jews {ill ſubſiſt as a diſtinct people 
- this day. And is not this a moſt. ſingu- 
| lar wonder of Providence, that the vanquiſh- : 
ed, ſhould for ſo many ages ſurvive the vio- 
tors; and the former be ſpread over 1105 the. 
world, while the latter are no more. . 
I have already obſerved, that the laſt A 
phecy of Balaam, clearly points out the re- 
ſtoration of the Jews, and the deſtruction of 
their enemies, at the coming of the Meffiahz - 
but nothing of this kind took place at the 
coming of jeſus. For at that time, no ſtar 
came forth from Jacob, nor did a ſceptre riſe 
out of Iſrael, which ſmote the corners of 
| Moab, and broke down the walls of all the 
children of Sheth; i. e. that brought the. 
whole world into ſubjection, as above ſhewn. . 
Neither did Edom at that time become the 
poſſeſſion of Iſrael: for although the Edo- 
mites or Idumeans were reduced by Hyrca- 


nus to the neceſſity of becoming proſelytes SO 


to the Jewiſh religion®, yet, did they not 

poſſeſs the land of Edom: for the Idumea 

or land 'of Edom in which thoſe people 
. Joſeph, lib. xiii, chap. 17. And lib. xv. chap. 11. 2 


"= Strabo lib. xvi. Page 760. 2 


— 
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then WEL was not the Idumea or land 3 
Edom mentioned in the Old Teſtament; for | 
that lay between the lake of Sodom and the 
Red ſea: but the Edomites being driven 

thence by the Nabathaens, While the Jews 
were in the Babyloniſh captivity, and their 
land lay deſolate, they took poſſeſſion of as 
much of the ſouthern part of it, as contain 
ed what had formerly been the whole inhe- | 
ritance of the tribe of Simeon, and alſo,| | 
half of that which had been the inheritance | 
of the tribe of Judah: and there they dwelt 
at the time that Hyrcanus reduced them to 
the neceſſity, of either embracing the Jew- 
iſh religion, or forſaking the country, and | 
ſeeking new dwellings elſewhere; when | 
they embraced the former. So that it is 
clear, that their country did not become 1 
poſſeſſion for Iſrael. Neither did any come 
out of Jacob who had dominion, and de. 
ſtroyed the remnant out of the city: not 
are the Romans, whom he ſpeaks of by the 
name of Chittim, entirely deſtroyed, as 
mentioned by 15 8 Prophet, ** and he ſhall 
pit for ever.” 5 For ee, the Naa | 


* Beers. ub. 2; has. 25. aud Wan; chap. n. 
Stabo. * xvi, Page 89 a 
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hae was. broken by the n of the 
Northern nations, yet is the nation not final. 
ly deſtroyed ; as the Prophet foretold: but 
which will undoubtedly take place at the 
coming of the Meſſiah, when all the ene- 
mies of the J ews will receive their due re- 
ward : for as the former parts of theſe pro- 
pheci ies were completely fulfilled, no doubt. 
can be entertained of the completion af the 
latter parts, in their due ee But, as no . 
thing of this took place, at th coming of 
Jeſus, it is manifeſt, . he coal not. be the 
Meſſiah, foretold by the Prophet. For che 
neither ad eme FIR: Jews, nor puniſhed. 
their enemies. OI ont "7: SO 426000 19 
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DISSERTATION u. 
Te Prophecies of Moſes... 6 ME, "Tos 


TH E Sog that prophecied 3 L 
the future reſtoration and happineſs f 
the Jewiſh nation, was our legiſlator Moſes 1 
from whoſe writings 1. ſhall ſelect two pro- | 

| phecies, which plainly. foretell:the aw? 1 
ſtoration of the Jews, and the deſtruction o 
their enemies. - . 
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The firſt, is Deut. xxx. f. Kc. 5 « Andj 2 
al come to paſs when all theſe chi are 
come upon thee, the bleſſing and the e 
uhich 1 have ſet before thee, and thou ſhalt 
bring them to thy heart, among all the na- 
tions whither the Lon p thy God hath driven | 
thee, And ſhalt return unto the Lond thy 
God, and ſhalt obey his voice according fo | 
all that I command thee this day, thou and 
thy children, with all thy heart and with All 
thy; foul : That thee the Logy thy God will 


3 1 


and will ee e from all tl | 
nations whither the Loxp thy God hath 
ſcattered thee. If any of thine be driven 
out unto the uttermoſt parts of heaven, from 
thence will the Loxp thy God gather thee, 
and from thence will he fetch thee.” _ 
In the twenty-eighth chapter of Deut. we 
find, that Moſes ſet before them, the bleſſings 
and the curſes. In chap. xxix. he cauſed. | 
them to enter into the covenant, and . fully | 
informed them of the dreadfut conſequence 
of their breach of it. "Having thus clearly 
ſhewn them the 2onſequence of their obedi: 
ence or difobedienc and drawn. a lively pic 
ture of their miſcrable ſtate in caſe of Fi 


Utter, he proceeds to, inform hem of thei 
future Redemption, w. hich is to take place 
after all their ſufferings; for the Prophet 
having a preſcience of their diſobedience; and 
of cqurle, the evil which would befall them; 
he, in order to prevent their deſpair in the 
greatneſs of their affliction, aſſures them of 
the certainty of their future Redemption. 
and the eee of their 8 nes in . 
chapter. RSS 1 Sor BET 0 
[Por de n lem, e yi Ne unte 
that when all theſe kao ſhall come 
upon them, and they ſhould return unto thicir 
God, and obey his voice, that then, 


redemption will follow of coufęe. 


That the reader may be able, — 
prehend the force and meaning of the Pro- 


heey, according to the idiom of the He- 


ew. ge; it will be neceſſary to take 
notice of the terms uſed by the Prophet, 
both in regard to the nation's repentance, 


and the return of God's favour. For on the 
people's part, he mentions their return to 


God, by obſerving, firſt, 9225 5+ n And 
thou ſhalt bring them to thy bam: 1. e. ſhalt 
fully conſider in thy heart the ſtate of thy 
caſe 8 and repent... * in the next 
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verſe he ſays, n n w 15th Alle "th 


Wa 
halt return unto the 'LoxD thy God. On 
the part of the Supreme Being, he tay : | 
n 2807 Torr may ne TIER r a0 And | 
the Loxp thy God will turn thy captivity, 
and compaſſionate thee, and will return and. 
gather thee, &c. So that he makes uſe of 
a duplicate expreſſion,» as well on God's part 
as on the people's. We alſo find that u 
verſe 8th, and roth, he again mentions the 
return of the people to God, fo that the peo 
ple's return to God is mentioned four times, , 
and God's return to the people twice. But 
the reaſon of this is, that Moſes, by divine 
inſpiration, had a preſeience of all that was 
to happen to us, in this long and dreadful 
captivity; and foreſaw that there would be 
two different parties in the Jewiſh nation. 
The one, conſiſting of ſuch who throug 1 
the length of the captivity, numberleſs 2 4 
ſacres, perſecutions, and baniſhments, would = 
not have ſufficient fortitude to ſupport them, 
and would therefore ſeem to apoſtatize, and 
pretend to embrace Chriſtianity®, but in I 
their hearts ſecretly adhere to the true faith, | 


* Vide Baſnage. Hiſt. of the Jews. Book vile chap. 21. 
ſect. XX. cc. xc. 25 


and 
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and law of Moſes; and ſuch are at this day | 
called among us d The compelled ones: 9 

becauſe, they act by compulſion : for as ſoon' l 

as they can by any means eſcape from the Po; ðͤ 

piſh countries, they inſtantly return to Ju- 15 
daiſm, as mentioned page 18. note l 
The other, conſiſts of thoſe, who. not- 

withſtanding all their ſufferings, bave con- 

ſtantly adhered to the truth; made open 

profeſſi, on of their faith; and being at all 

times known by the ſurname of Iſrael: of 

| whom there are but few left, in compariſon 

of the numbers which formerly. exiſted.. 

Now, Moſes by turns, addreſſed Lim” 

| ſelf to each of theſe parties: for when he 

ſaid 5225 58 man And thou ſhalt. bring 

| them. to thy heart: (or, according to the 

idiom of the Engliſh language, And thou 

ſhalt reflect inwardly) he addreſſed thoſe who 

acted by compulſion ; for although they had 

ſinned, yet were they ſtill a part of Iſrael. 

| And, becauſe their faith was ſecret, and their. 5 

good works done in private, for fear of thoſe 

among whom they diſſembled: the prophet 

makes uſe of the expreſſion, © And thou 

| ſhalt bring 7hem to thy heart AMox all the 

pations whither the Loxp thy God hath 


1 driven 
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driven thee.” That is, becauſe t 10 4 
thus intermixed among the nations, and a art 
called by their name; and therefore canſt 
not call on God publickly : that thou hal: 
' invoke him ſecretly in thy heart. 
As to the other party, who publickly add} 
conſtantly adhere to the. true faith, he ob- 
ſerved, And thou ſhalt return unto, the 
LoR D thy God, and ſhalt obey his voice ac. 
cording to all that I command thee this day, 
thou and thy children,” &c. For thele, | 
make open profeſſion of their faith, and 
publickly read the word of God in their 
| known places of worſhip they and their | 
children: for their children are not forced 
from them, as are thoſe of the other partys. 
They therefore, may 1 return unto God by a 
ſincere repentance in a public manner. And 
the Prophet aſſures them, that when both 
parties have fincerely repented; the one pub- 
lickly, and the other privately ; 3 that then, | 
God would return unto both of them : for 
which reaſon, he made uſe of different « ex- | 
preſſions. For to thoſe who lg conti- 
nued in the covenant, he obſerved, 40 That 
then the Loxp thy God will turn thy Saber, 
* Vide Baſnage, NO XXXiv, page 749, ie. 


vity, 


on: "THE. PROPHECIES. - 


Lin We compaſſionate. thee.” 
they are actually in captivity, 2 bear 
all the miſeries thereof: he therefore 
| juſtly obſerves, that God will have com- 
| paſſion on them to preſerve them, in the 
midſt of all the cruel perſecutions which 
they ſuffer for the ſake of their faith. But 


to the other party, he only ſays, And he 


tions whither the Lon thy God hath ſcat- 
| tered thee. But makes not the leaſt men- 
tion of their captivity,” &c. For they can- 
not properly be ſaid to be in captivity; be- 
cauſe they ate conſidered as Chriſtians, ad 
conſequently enjoy the ſame privileges ; are 

poſſeſſed of great eſtates and rank, and make 
alliances with the noble families of the coun- 


only ſaid that, God would return and gather 
them from among the nation . ther 
had intermarried, 88 0605s 3:58 

In the following bete be addredics h, 


af to both parties at once, ſaying, © If an 
of thine be driven unto the uttermoſt parts 


of 1 from. thence will the. Lonp i 
fetch 3 13 5 7} 4"; , 
In verſe 5th, He informs hed n 


Vor. I. F po ſſeſſion 


will return and gather thee from all the na- 
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tion of man's heart id inclined to evil from his 
youth, and they might then be again carried 


— 


8 of the land, And the Lon phy 
God will bring thee unto oth land which thy 


| fathers poſſeſſed, and thou ſhalt poſſeſs it: 


and he will do thee good, and multiply thee 
above thy fathers. And to encourage and 
aſſure them, that they need not be afraid of } 
being deprived of all thoſe bleſſings, by . 
lapſing into their former fins, as the imagina. 


away captive, he informs them, verſe "6th. 


«© And the Lorp thy God will circumeiſe 
thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed to love | 


the Lon p thy God with all thine heart; and 
with all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt live” | 
That is, that the Lozp' will incline their 
hearts conſtantly to love the Loxn ther 
God with all their heart and with all their 
ſoul, that they may live upon the land con 
tinually; and not go into captivity any more, 
But this great change, which Moſes calls | 
the circumciſion of the heart, and which de- 


notes their refraining from ſin, is not to be 


brought about by God's depriving man of 
his free will: for free agency, is one of the 
conſtituent properties of an intellectual Be- 
ing: But this great change in their temper, 
will be wrought by the great and numberleſs 


| oN THE: ROPHECIES. 5 
figns and wonders, which God will perform x: 
in. thoſe days, as the Prophet fays*,.** And 
| 1 will ſhew wonders in the heavens and in the 
earth ; blood, and fire, and pillars of ſmoke,” 
K. As alſo their great deliverance from 
captivity, after ſo. many hundred years; the 
reſurrection 
judgement, when the puniſhment of their 
| enemies will take place, as foretold by this 
prophet; as will beſhewn at large, When we 
Th to treat of this prophecy. By theſe 
great and ſurpriſing miracles, they will be 
ſo ſtruek with amazement at the wonderful 
works of Providence, that their uncircum- 


of the dead, and the day of _ 


ciſed heart will be humbled; and they will 


no more crave for the gratification of their 
ſenſual appetites; but all their deſire, will be 
the enjoyment of ſpiritual bleſſings; ſo that 
they will be in the ſame ſtate of innocency, 
as Adam before his le Asreenble to what 
the Prophet ſays- f, * Behold, the days 
come, ſaith the a * I will make a 
new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and 
with the houſe of Judah, &c. But this 
ſhall be the covenant that I will make with. 
the houſe of Iſrael, after thoſe days, faith the 
1 * Joet ill 3. + Jerm. ai. It, 6. | 
3 - > J 2 „ 


EY. 


„% pissERTATT0 7 $0 + OY 


5 Lob, 1 wil pe my law it t monks ö 
| parts, and write it in their hearts ; and Twin ö 


be their God, and they ſhall be my pet 


And they thall no more teach every ma his | 
neighbour, and every man his brother; faying; | 

Know the Loxp: for they ſhall all know | 
me, from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt | 
of them, faith the Loxp. For —- 


44 of the ſtupendous miraeles above mentioi 


faid to be engtaven in indelible characters in 
their hearts; and by its powerful influence 
direct them to good, and prevent their in 
clination to ſin: this, is properly the circum- 


cifion of the heart, as it will entirely annihi- : 


will make ſuch a ſtrong, forcible, and laſting | 
impreſſion on their minds, that it may be 


late the evil imagination of man. And this 


is what the Prophet Ezekiel“ meant when 


he ſaid, I will alſo give you a new heart, 
| &c. as will be explained, when we cod J 


treat of that prophecy. kb 


And, becauſe the Fe OO DP VI 2 


hom they wers ſoattered, perſecuted them 


moſt cruelly : Moſes therefore, after 


oning their redemption; obſerves, verſe pth, | 
18 And the Loxp thy God will put all ee 1 


0 *. xxxvi, 5. 
e 


| ON TAE PROPHECITES.. 37 
| curſes upon thine e % and them that : 
| hate thee, and have perſecuted these . Which 
clearly points out God 0 
who have perſecuted them 
In verſe Sch, he again en himſelf to 55 
thoſe who diſſemble, and a& by compulfion, 
who repent ſecretly in their hearts, hut ate 
| not able to keep the commandments ſoi feat 
of perſeeution; obſerving, And thou ſhalt 
return and obey the voice of the Lok D, and 
do all his oommandments which I command 
thee this day. That is, theſe diſſemblers 
muſt not only return to God, but muſt be 
particularly careful 7 geherm all the co 
mandments of God after their reſtoration, 
and not to act as they have hitherto done 
through e e as chat cauſe wa then be 
n removed. 1 Efen i fag 
In verſe gth, 55 A ü that al. 
though they muſt forſake the paths they have 
hitherto. trod among the Gentiles, by ſopa- 
rating themſelves from them, and returning 
to the body af the nation, yet, they {Hould 
not be deprived of the temporal good which 
they had formerly enjoyed among them, but 
ſhould enjoy it in a much more ample man- 
ner: as he obſerves, 1 And the Loxp thy 


\vehgeance on he 


36 - DISSERTATION 0 5 
Godt will make thee-excel in all the * 
thine hands, in the fruit of thy body, and 
in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit oſ 
thy land for good. By which, they are 
affured of the enjoyment. of every temporal 
good. He then aſſures them of enjoying the 
ſpiritual good as aſoretime, ſaying. Per 
the Loxp will again rejoice over _—_ tor 
good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers. That 
Is, by the reſtoratiom of the — 
ivine preſence, the ark, and cherubim the 
ſpitit of prophecy, fire from heaven, & 
the ſame as their fathers enjoyed in the Ta- 
bernacle in e ee and; in the Tem- 
ple which Solomon built... 
And in verſe roth, he informs oa E 
God will confer on them the enjoyrnent of 
all this good, both ſpiritual and temporal; 
| becauſe the Lozp knows that they will" not 
be unthankful, arid abuſe the good beſtow 
upon them, as they did heretofore ; as tl he | 
Prophet ſays “, But Jeſhurun waxedifat, | 
and kicked, &c. But on the contrary, a- 
ſures them, that they will obey the voite 
the Lox D: as he ſays, For thou 
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on ThE! PROPHECIES. th 5 
to keep bis commandments: [and hie ſtatutes 
which are written in the book of this law, 
becauſe thou wilt turn unto the Loxop thy 
God with all thine. heart and with all "thy 
ſoul. And therefore, they will continue 
| ſtedfaſt i in their ri 8 ſtate, and wy * 
return to ſin any more. 

This, appears to me to be „ 
the prophecy, and clearly accounts for the 
different expreſſions made uſe of by the Pro- 
phet, both in regard to the people's repen- 
tance, and the return of God's kindneſs to- 
wards them: whence, the followin g ſeven 
important truths, of the facts to be accom 
| pliſhed at the reſtoration of * e Jewiſh na- 
; tion, are evidently deduciblſeee. 

Firſt. That God himſelf will turn our 
captivity, (as was the caſe in Egypt) as 
mentioned in verſe zd. . That ben the 
LoRD thy God will turn thy captivity. But 
this, was not the caſe on the return from 
Babylon, when the Jews returned by the li- 
cence and order of Cyrus; in conſequence 
of which, we know what trouble and vex - 
ation they encountered, and how the build- 
ing was hindered, &c. But as our future 
reſtoration will be * God himſelf, in the 


DE 


s 8 : 38 
- pc 
4 8 F 1 
. 
3 DER, n 
a „ 


perſot of, HFA Lg 17 li | 
| ſes, when? God himſelf flew: all the firſt 
= born; We ſhall in conſequence, on dur re. 

1 turn to our on land, enjoy one entire, con · 
tinual, and IO ſtate of F ö 
2 t: 1 fen, 21% 14 308 | 
ö The 1 dee b 
general to all the tribes of 1ſrael,” ſcattered | 
in the four corners of the earth; as menti· | 
oned verſe. 4th. * If any of thine be driven 

out unto the utmoſt parts of heaven, from 
thence will the Loxp thy God Saher thee, 
and from thence will he fetch thee.” This, | 

did not take place at their return from the 
Babyloniſh captivity; for the ten tribes | 
which the king of Aſſyria carried away, did 
not return; neither did the children of If. 
rael and Judah, who were in Egypt. and the 
land of Ammon and Moab, in Gaul and 
Spain, and divers other parts return : but 
only ſome from Babylon; and thoſe but a 
ſmall e of 128 lower . 25 = 4 
people. 
„ Thind. The! 1 „ will i 
- clude ALL THE POSTERITY of Jacob: even n | 
 - thoſe who have apoſtatized, and diflemble ed, 


28 above ſhewn, 1 the different expret- | 
1 


115 1 4 


32 
1 * > ROK 


? On” 1 


on: „ THE PROPHEOTES. | Ar 


a malle uſe of by Moſes, as 


himſelf 40 theitwo different parties.” 29 \ = 


of f tho Propher ia. (ix. 20. Þ? e And the 
EE: Jeeme mall come unto Zion, aud to 


faith the Lon b.“ if By abs thoſe Who turn 
from tranſpreſſion,” the Prophet means 
| thoſe who have tranſgreſſed the law by dif- 
ſembling and apoſtatizing ; who will then 
repent, and be aſhamed. of ſuch conduct. 
But nothing of this, tosk place at their re- 
turn from the Babyfonith ciptyity ; "and 
much leſs at the coming of Jeſus. GOP bo 
Fourth: At the future ref 
Jewiſh nation willenjoy a more wn and 
exalted ftate, than they did during the con- 
tinuance of the firſt temple, even under Da- 
vid and Solomon; as mentioned in verſe 5th. 
% And he will do thee good, and multiply _ 
thee above thy fathers.” But the very re- 
verſe of this, took place at their return from 


Babylon, as they remained in almoſt conti- 


nual ſubjection, either to the Perſians: and 
Medes, the Grecians or the Romans, by 


whom they were at laſt entirely driven out 
of their country, which they have never been 
able to recover to this day. | | 
"Vote Tt 7 8 VE Fifth. - 
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22 of eee | 
which were in the firſt temple, 
verſe gth. For the Loxy will again 


over thee for good. as he rejoiced over thy 


Fathers,” s.“ This, it is manifeſt, denotes ſpi- 
ritual joy, by the reſidence of his Divinepre- | 
ſence among them; agreeable: to what the | 
Prophet Zechariah ſays “k, Sing and wal 
joice, O daughter of Zion; for, behold, A | 
, ill come, and 1 will: d alt in the midſt of 
thee,” But this, and much more, . 


wanting in the ſecond temple : for thoſe ex- 
ee a ao of the Divine er with 
whe: were its chief. n were wholly 


wanting in the ſecond; for there was 0 


Ark of the covenant, and mercy ſeat, upon |} 


3 it; no Shechinah, or Divine preſence;z\no | 


Urim and Thummim: no holy fire upon the 
altar: and no ſpirit of prophecy : : all which, 
are to be reſtored. at the coming of the) Meſs 


flah. Tn) Fe” - 


Sixth. Aﬀer the future redernption, they 


vin never go into captivity again, becauis : 


. * ae 


— 


Loxp —— Godwill had perry thine heart * 
as abo ned: neither of which, 


Was accompliſhed acht the continuance of | 


the 7 5 


5nd temple, or at the coming of Jeſus : : 


but 6n the contrary they were ſplit into He- 5 


each e with impunity ; to which we | 


may add, the hereſies of the Sadduces, and 


other hereticks: ſo that their wickedneſs 1 


ing thus am“ God —_— them en- 


3 At heb his of as POE OTE 5 


demptinm all our enemies, and thoſe 110 


perſecuted us, will be puniſhed in a moſt 
exemplary manner, as mentioned verſe 7th. 
« And the Loxp thy God will put all theſe 
curſes upon thine enemies, and on them that 
hate thee, which perſecuted: thee.” ' But 
this, was not effected at their return from 
Babylon, nor a the time of the ſecond 
temple, as they were generally in ſubjeQion 
to their enemies ; and were ſorely afflicted at 
times, with the ſword, famine, and peſti- =” 


lence, till they were entirely rooted out 


from the land; whilſt their enemies grew 
G2 5 


— 


N 


| as, 1 2 debe ee power of 
5 5 Roman goyernor: from all Hic 
nifeſt, that this prophecy was not fulfi 
| their x return from the Babyloniſ a 0 
nor at the coming of jeſus, but 
be tulkilled at the coming of the tine Mk 
fab, whoſe miſſion will be, to reſtorę % 
loft ſheep, of Iſrael, puniſh'-their- enenaley; 
and bring univerſal love and pedee td man 
kind, as will be pee ſhewn/ in tlie fr. 


quel. 55 183 2 88. $4 en 30 


latter part os his 8 Poems Debt. 
XXxii. 34. 1 have elſewhere*: already ab 
ſerved, that this Poem contains fix! parte 
The firſt part conſiſts of the firſt five Verſes, 
and is a prefatory introduction to the Pom: 
The ſecond part contains nine verſes: the 
ſubject of which is, the kindneſs and bene 
cence of the Supreme Being towards Iſracl ? 
The third part conſiſts of the next four ver- 
ſes, in which he deſcribes the ſift and wieks: | 
edneſs of the nation: 11 he Web, 
ſiſts of the next ſeven verſes, in Which he 
recounts the afflickions with ON Gp 


. Vide Preface een ara, page 


Fx 


oO Tu rkit id = 
would puniſh them for their difdbediteth* 


ſes; wherein He deſcribes the final deſtrüc- 
tio which the Supreme Being rhight have 
been induced to have brought upon them for 
their. enefmbus crittes, Had it not been fe 


is what” We mean tô treat of) contairis the 
laſt ten verſes of tlie Poem, in which he 1 re- 


bares the Conſblstiön ef all, f hd. = | 


Ne Which 60D will take on 
rn 
In the ea diately petviding part, mY 


- ſpeaks of the wickedneſs and 5 755 


of tlie different nations of the earth, wh 

have perſecuted God's chofeh People: ws 
therefore cautions his reatlets, not to ima- 
gine, - that beeauſt theſe tations were in A 
ſtate of the greateft proſperity, they Had fio 
been guilty of any crime in ee fg 


| God's choſen people; had not. committed 
nindtions : or that their « crimes were 


any ab 
| forgotfen by the Supreme Being; on "the 


contraty, he ſays, verſe 34th, < Is not Tis | 


laid up in ſtore with me, and ſealed up among 
1 3 or” "MP. the pronoun 11s, he 
ö 1 allies 


The fifth part contains the next eight r- 


one particaHr teafor, and Which He inimita- 
bly defetibes {The fixth and faſt part (which 
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| expreſſion, he clearly aol out thoſe n 4. 4 
ful and cruel perſecutions of the nations | 


as though they had not been.” And thus 
alſo fays the Prophet Tablet: + 46 Thee pany | 
_ alſo ſhall paſs through unto thee :+ thou 
| ſhalt be drunken, and Halt make denk 


that their foot ſhall ad That is, at 


: Th 
* 


| 


4s DISSERTATIONS) 
alludes to the pre 


Vine is as the poiſon of dragons, en -the 


cruel. venom of aſps.” By this f 


againſt the Jews ; and therefore declares, that 
that very poiſoned wine, and that bitter cup, | 


_ which they cauſed the children of Iſraef ta 
_ drink ee the e was, laid up in 


in Bis treaſures, in te. to. Tae ene 10 | 


drink it, as a juſt retaliation for their Crimes: 
agreeable to what the Prophet Ot dia 
fays*, “As thou haſt done, it ſhall be done 
unto thee; thy dealing ſhall return upen 


thine own head.” Again, They ſhall. ; rink; | 
and ſhall ſwallow down ;. and, TP aan. | 


naked.” „ 
He therefore . W To mea longs: 
eth vengeance, and reCOmPpence, at the tims | 


0 Obed. . rs. | 5 + Ibid. i. 18. Ll 


"ON THE: 'FROPHECIES. 3 . 
time e when the meaſure of cheir ruten 


ae ds to hs 1 : Prophet Da- | 
| Niel ſays“, ** Theirlives were prolonged for 
a ſcaſon and a time.” He then obſerves, 
| 4 For the day of their calamity is at hand, and 
| the things that ſhall come upon them make 
| haſte: When the LoRD ſhall have judged 


his people, and repent himſelf concerning : 
his ſervants. Here, Moſes. e, e 55 


calamity, and alfo the reaſon wh it ĩs to be. 


inflicted upon them; 1. e. when the L 


ſhall have judged his people, and repented 95 
concerning the ſuffering of his ſervants: 


when they ſhall have received the full-mea- 


ſure of puniſhment for their crimes. For 


although the Gentiles have, according to 5 


their evil doings, and their corrupt religious 
tenets, long deſerved examplary puniſhment, 


yet, is God pleaſed to defer his wrath, ſo 
long as the Jews remain unworthy of being 
— and have not repented; or receiv= 


ed the full: meaſure of their puniſhment. 


And thus fon: the PAlmiſth, «© For the 


Logo will judge his people, and repent him- 


Daniel vii. 22. Pfalm cxxxy. 14. 


: 
Se" 5 


ſelf 
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e his ſervants. 'f + las; 
een. that the idols N nations, are bu 
ſilver and gold, the work of men's hands, 
e . who" make them ſhall * 


NIoſes as 8 to W an W 
God will repent himſelf concerning His fer. | 
A nts. Firſt. When he ſhall ſee that heit 
# power is gone, and there is none b hathir} 
. power, or '/frength to upholds: it. 
after they have continued ſo long in captivi- 
ty, as almoſt to deſpair of being reſtored; : 
becauſe their power is ſunk to fo low an 
| ebb, as ſcarce to afford aur keen of cheit 
being reinſtated. _ WOO 
Second. On account of the profanation ef 
God s name among the nations, as expreſſed 
in verſes 37th and 38th. ** And he (the 
enemy) ſhall ſay, Where is their God, thei 
rock in whom they truſted, who did eat th! 
fat of their ſacrifices, and drank the wine of 
their drink offerings ? let chem rife! uf en | 
help you, and be your protections.“ Rae 
ve may perceive, the pencil of a maſterly 
hand, delineating the exact expreſſions which | 
Chriſtians make uſe of towards us, "ar:this | 
| ee eee e 


ft 


oN TAE. PROPAECIES. 5 


arefeat. time: forin the firſt place, they ob- © — 
| ſerve, that becauſe we rejected: and perſecut - 1 
ed the lord of life, therefore hath God re- 
jected, and caſt us off, and made choice of e 
the Gentiles, who they. fay, are now the 
choſen Iſrael: and which Moſes has ſo forci- 

bly expreſſed, by the enemy 8 ſaying, Where 

10 their God, the rock in whom they truſted 

For they actually declare that we are with 

out a God, becauſe we deny the doctrine of 

| the trinity, and the merits of the blood and 
ſufferings of Chriſt, as the Meſſioh and 837 

viour of the world. That this is no chi- 
mera, I need only refer the reader to Page 

100, of a work called, . Romaine's PraQti- 

cal Commentary,” where he will find, the 
following charge exhibited againſt the 
Jews rf. They (the Jews) are now with- 

% out a God, becauſe they have rejected 
the true God, the bleſſed Trinity of their t 
| « fathers, and worſhip they know not what. LL” 
« They have ſet up ſome ſtrange kind of | 
«« an infinitely extended metaphyſical Being, 

whom they call the one ſupreme God, and | 

* And which, I ſuppoſe, they found on 2. John ia. 


+ Vide Levi's Letters to Dr. Prieſtley, Part I. page 75 
of the Firſt Eds, and page 78, of the Second Edit, 8 
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oF 'who never had any exiſtence, but wh 
the enemies of Chriſtianity have. been 
. pleaſed to give him.” 
| Secondly. That all the ey which 
we had offered in the temple, Kc. were of 
none effect, not being able to make atone- 
ment for ſin; but were only typical of the 
great ſacrifice of Jeſus the lord of life 
This, he has emphatically deſcribed, by theit 
ſayin g. in a contemptuous manner, Which 
did eat the fat of their ſacrifices, and drank 
the wine of their drink offerings: for it was 
the fat of the facrifice only which was of. 
fered, and the wine poured out for a liba- 
tion: he therefore, makes uſe of this ex- 
preſſion, as if they were to fay to us taunt- 
. ingly, Of what efficacy could all your 
offerings of Bulls and Rams be? Do you 
imagine that God wants to eat the fat of 
your ſacrifices, or drink the wine of your 
libations? No: it was nothing more than 
typical of the great facrifice of the lord of 
life, who was to ſuffer for the univerſal" re- 
demption of mankind. And, is not this 
the language with which we are really up- 


braided by the Chriſtians at this day? This, 
I think, no one can deny; for all their writ- 


TR. THE. 'PROPHECIES. 0% 
F ings teem with this, from the fixpenny Fam 
phlet, to the huge is, M 
I cannot proceed without obſerving 1 — 
| we have here a moſt remarkable, and won 
derful inſtance of the truth and verity of 
Prophecy, and Divine Revelation : for can 
any thing be more clear and perſpicuouſly. 
| deſcribed, than thoſe two facts are in this 
' prophecy by Moſes ? Indeed, they are ſo 
plain, that it would be no wonder, if deiſts 
and infidels were to have recourſe to the ſtale 
and hackneyed argument, that the facts were 
prior to the predictions, and the prophecies 
written after the hiſtories. But the great 
| number of years that have elapſed ſince 
the delivery of this prophecy, and its ac- 
compliſhment at this preſent time, entirely 
deſtroys the force of this ſophiſtry; con- 
firms the matter beyond all doubt, and fully 
eſtabliſhes the truth of prophecy; for need 
there be a greater demonſtration of the truth | 
of Revelation, than that a prediction deli- 


b upwards of three thouſand years ago, 


ſhould be thus clearly W at this very 
day. | 
I have dwelt the longer on this ſubject, , 


beruft it appears to me to be an argument | 
” W of 
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of the greateſt importance in Peck n of ; *. 
vine Revelation: for it almoſt ſurpaſſes be⸗ 
lief, to ĩmagine it poffible, that ſuch a thing 
' ſhould ever come to paſs: viz. That the 
Jews ſhould be upbraided at this day with | 
having no God, becauſe, they ' worſhip the 
ONE ſupreme God: becauſe, they worſhip 
the God of their fathers: the God of Abra- | 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacoh: the God of Moſes, 
to whom he declared himſelf by the nate 
I AM: the God deſcribed in the Law and 
the prophets, AS THE ONLY LIVING Any 
Txvz Go :. that pure UNITY ſo ſtrongly 
inculcated in the Moſaical diſpenſation, &. 
And for which, they have ſuffered ſuch 
dreadful perſecutions and maſſacres: for 
which, ſuch torrents of their blood hath 
flowed: and yet, we ſee with what exadt- 
neſs it hath been fulfilled, If after ſuch de- 
monſtration of the truth of prophecy, the 
deiſt can ſtill perſiſt in denying the truth of | 
Divine Revelation, I really pity him, as paſt 
all recovery : for I can impute it nothing 
elſe, but mere obſtinacy, and the dread of | 
incurring the ſhame of acknowledging him- 
ſelf in error, that prevents him from em- 


bracing the tutkt: * nts. cannot 
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| be a more. praiſeworthy act, chan an open 
and ee ene of « one's) er- 
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rors. 
In verſe 39h, He, by a moſt dean 


as ſhews, that, when the nations ſhall 
thus have profaned the name of the Lox D of 


hoſts, that God will be jealous for his'name's' 
ſake ; and when he comes to puniſh them 


for their blaſphemy, will fay, « See now 
that I, even L am he, and there is no God with 


me. Tam he unto whom the children of 


Iſrael offered their facrifices, and I am the 
fame now; ſor I am the Lok b, I change 


not *; neither is thetrè any god with me: 
no plurality of perſons, as ye ſaid: no Elo- 
him: no trinity in e ehe but a per 


pu ure UNITY. 
He then proceeds, J kill, 455 1 in 
make alive: I have wounded; and I will 


4 by — 


| * Malach. i iu. 6. 

+ 171 is really worthy of remark, that Moſes hes not ware 
uſe of the noun 5K, as in verſe 12th ; but p98 Which tie 
Chriſtians ſay, denotes a piurality of perſons in the God - 
head, or a trinity in unity : he therefore, in order to explode 
that corrupt and pernicious doctrine, makes uſe of the noun 
DNR, as if he had ſaid, that plurality which ye attributed 
to the noun Elohim, hath no Ts with me, for I ama 
pure Uxirv. | | : + 

| out 


} 
i 
, 
f 


* N 8 p 
” 1 we". 
* - 
C 2 ————————5ð —— 
. — 


Uk. bissiararlens 4 
out of my hand. I have killed Ilael in 0 e | 
cuaptivity; 1 have, doomed. them 
not you by. your Powers and I . 
them alive at the reſurrectio have 
| wounded them | lith Na affictions du ing 
; the captivity, an I. will heal them- by their 
redemption: agreeable. to what the Prophet 

Iſaiah fays, (chap. xxx. 26.) „In the day 
when the Lozp hall | bind up. the breach of | 

his people; and ſhall b 
his ſtroke | hath 


* 


| tak aſa &@ will 1 Ae you. "De. vob 
_ crimes; for there is none that can „ GE | 
you out of my hand. Ee oY 
In this ſentence,” . us of three | 
moſt important, and wonderful events, 
which are to take place at the coming of 
the Mefliah : viz. the. reſurrection of the 
dead, the reſtoration of the Jews, and the | 
| puniſhment of their enemies: for the firſtis | 
expreſſed, by his ſaying, 1 kill, and I will 
make alive.” The ſecond, by the expreſ· 
on, I re wounded, and I will heal:“ | 
for the captivity is called the wotnd of Ifra- | 
£4 . as i mentioned. The, - thinks by | 
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n deliver out of my han F 
And it really is very + AGE 


the Prophet Ezekiel, hath alſo thus ar- 


ranged them: for in chap. xxxVii. 
verſe 1ſt, to verſe 14th, he chad ofith; 
reſurrection of the dead: and in verſe 


15th, &c. he ſpeaks of the future roſtora 


tion of Iſrael, when they are all to be unit 
ed into one kingdom, under one p 
After which, in chap. xxxvili.” he df our 
'the vengeance which God will take of their 
ene mies. This, T think: isa ftrong orrobo. 
ration of the explanation which I have given. 
Moſes then proceeds, (verſe 40.) „For 1 
ut up hand to heaven, and fay, I live for 


ür 


ever.” This is to be conſidered as the con- 


eluſion of the preceding ſentence, and the 
beginning g of the ſucceeding one: and ought 
to be thus explained. As ſure as I lift up 
my hand to heaven, and ſwear that I live for 
ever, ſo ſure is there none that can deliver out 


of my hand. And, as ſure as I live for ever, 
„When I whet my glittering ſword, and 


mine hand take hold of Judgement; will I 
render vengeance to mine enemies, and will 
requite them that hate me. Thus, is the 
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ae. to | be e indubitable, as thee «ctr eval 
He. then. proceeds A us, that, the | 
uniſhment of the nations will a6 boa a | 
| long captivity, as was that of the Jews, but 

by ſudden ſlaughter and deſtruction : as: he 
ſays, verſe. 42d. I will make mine arrows i 
drunk with blood, and my ſword. ſhal de. 
your. fleſh.” He alſo ſhews the i | 
their deſerving this ſevere puniſhment, 8 
mentioned in the latter part of the ſaid verſe, 
And that for the blood of the ſlain, ant 
the captives, from . "heginplag of the te- 
venges of the enemy. From the time that 
the enemy firſt began to ſlay the captives of 
Iſrael, and een chem with 11 . | 

eſt revenge. 1% rt 
In verſe FR he Se they Poem 1 
po «Cauſe his people to rejoice, O ye na- 
: for he will avenge the blood of hi: 
3 and will render vengeance to his ad- 
verſaries. For as the nations have hither- 
to been the ſole cauſe of all their trouble 
and ſorrow, by cruelly perſecuting them: 
- he informs us, that at the coming of dhe 
Meſſiah, the caſe * be 1 4. then 
the 


| the nations will be the cauſe of Joys and e 
| umph to God's choſen people 


vants, 
death du ting this long captivity. 
fays the Pſalmiſts, The right 
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| joy, „And he will be rec 
And to his peaple. He will pardon his'peos 


ferent times, during 
. The explanation here given, 
of the Prophetic 8 


Poem, according to the 


fulfilled, the others having been all accom 
pliſhed, as will be ſhewn eee obs ence 
the ſeven following fundany 
| evidently _—_— Firſt. That ut 
ture-reſtofation 
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ſee how he will revenge the bloodf tis r. 
0 have been moſt pine yore. 5 


dcgeicb When hee Weit the engage 
alſo informs us of another cauſe of their 
onciled to his land 


ple, and cleanſe his land of allt hay 

abomihations, with wbiel it hath been pol- * 

luted, by the nations who'poſſefſed it at dif- s 
r peter 99A e 

Nen — a 

| bly conceive; to be the real ſonſe of the Pro 

phecy: The ſixth, and laſt part fins | 


tioned, being the only one that dete 
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8 „ ee. For he vil 
avenge the blood gf his ſervants, and. will 
Wer dessrancs WO: his *drarlaciess! , But 
1 bis did not-take their return from 
Babylon, not at the coming of. Langue ben 16 
any other time ance... =: (14577 Bes ale 
Second. T That ee = the na · 
tions, and the Redemption of Iſrael, hath a 
certain and determinate period, which God 
= ath never imparted to. any prophet, ,whate- 
der, as mentioned verſe 34th, and 35th, J 
mot this laid up in ſtore with me, an fene 
up among my treaſures ? At the time when 
their fogtthall ſlide, & c. And thus wasit 
sid to the Prophet Daniels, «© For the 
Words 3 and. ſealed.till the time 
_ of the end. But, this was not the caſe, at 
| their,rot rinen from. Babylon: fo. the. re. 
fied at es —— Years. according 
to what the Pages Jer Nel, 
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 Cyrus"king of Perſia, by whoſe" deorees, 
 ahd thoſe of the other kings of Perſia, the 
„Ke. was rebuilt; of courſe, this 
y could not be A re fulfilled; at 


their return from 8 
Third. That th 

take place, after the Nation hach received the 

full meaſure of its puniſhnierity/ as men 

el verſe 56H, For the Lox» hall judge 

his people, xe. when he ſhall* he theit 

power is gone,” Ke. When they in juſtice 


what the Prophet Tfaiah fays;"chap:"i verſe 


ment. After he had in'verſe a th, fore 
told her ſevere chaſtiſement; Aud I wilt 
| bring again mine hand over thee: and 1 Will 


thine alloy. But this; was not 
accoinpliſtied at their feturn from Bubylom: 
on the contrary, their fins were not yet done 


that they were doomed to a 3 
: Fay win: « 6gurative expreon, | 5 
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will deſerve to be redcemed, agrecable "26. 
27th; ** Sion ſhall be redeemed in Judge 


Clearly purge away thy droſs: and 1 will fe- 


away: and they greatly added to them, fo 


hath been profaned among the. 
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w As the Angel obſerved: to Daniel *; 4 | 
finiſh (or more properly, to conſume) trank.. 
greſſion, and to make an end of ſins, and to 
make expiation for iniquity,!”, as; I have ex- 
plained at large in my firſt Letters to Dr. 
2 rieſtley, Page zath -f, and ſequel; and page | 
| 79th of my ſecond Letters, in anſwer to his | 
Letters, Part IT. To this we may alſo add, 
that at the time of their return from Baby- 
on. they were not reduced to. ſe lb an 
eſtate, but on the contrary, were poſſeſſedl of 
riches and honour, i In as much, that it was 
only the meaner ſort that returned, the oput 
lent refuſing to return, as was the caſe with 
thoſe who were in Spain, Ae | Gaul, Sci 
already mentioned page ADs 5; 151 Mi om 
F ourth. That our deliver a AGE from the 
5 preſent captivity, will not be in conſequence 
of our merit, or that of our anceſtors, but 
merely, for the ſake of His holy name, whi 


mentioned, verſe 35th. And he, (t de ehe 
my) ſhall ſay, where is their god, their rock. 
in whom they truſted,” &c. 405d chi 


agrees with was the Prophet! E: el 
Dan ix. $4277 © 7 5 14112 12g | 


+ And page 38th, of Sccond Editions A third ba jſt +: 
been ä NM IN 3 . 
| Chap. 
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Chap. xx. verſe 34th, and 41{t, * And Iwill 5 
gather you out of the countries whither ye 
are ſcattered, with a mighty hand, and with e 
| a ſtretched out arm, and with fury poured 
„cout,“ Kc. And I will gather you out of 
© te countries wherein ye have been ſcatter - 
8 ed, and I will be ſanctified becauſe, of you „ 
„ in the fight of the nations. And in chap. 
. xxxvic verſe 22d, he ſays, Thus faith the 
Loxp God: Not for your ſakes do I this, 
O houſe of Iſrael, but for mine holy name, 5 
nr g ofan e Fr Wen s 
among the nations, which ye have profaned 
in the midſt, of them; and the nations ſhall 
know that I am the Lox p, faith the Lonp =: 
God, when I ſhall, be ſanctiſied in you in 
their ſight. Hence it is manifeſt, that our 
redemption will take place in conſequence of 
God being jealous for his holy name, which 
hath been profaned among the nations, as our 
| Legiſlator Moſes, and the Prophet Ezekiel, 
have. prophefied, and not for any merit af 


Not that they — profaned the e 8 
Rr | 
| 23d. { „ ene $158. 4. 
4 5 75 


When we- come to treat! of the propheeis | 


a vtitten evidence; that we ſhould, *I#1"pr6: 
cCeis of time, be exceedingly wicked, forſal 


mitting all manner of erimes, ſor Which 


5 N our enemies with wa great, 2 
tempered; ſtrong ſword; pardon our m 
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bers! as /in ut Mew dt large in the tag 


of Ebck ie!!! fri wr . 82401 me 
| Fifth. That the Redempulen and wess 


ciliation which Moſes häth aſfured ds of h 


this Prophetie Poem, is not condirional,” ts.) 


take place only in bonſequenee of our Re 
 pentance, and hearkening to the voice of the 
Lon bp, by 1 his command mentiꝭ; | 


the contrary, this ſong is nothing more that 


ing the Lon 's commandments, and both | 


God would puniſh us ſeverely, by a long and 
dreadful captivity, ſcattering us in all cb. 


ners, Nc. yet, would not fuffer us td be ü- 
nihilated, ſo that our name ſheuld paiiſh 
from off the earth: but that, after e hut | 

| thus boen ſeverely puniſhed, The Supreme 

| Being, for the ſake of his holy name, which | 

hath been profatied among the natioſe l 
already INTE Ie dere e i 


have compaſſion on us, cover our miu 
7 a 
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as it were 


| this Poem, as che condition of our futures 
Redemption > but abſolutely declares, withe 
| Qut, any, reſtric 5 
ceived the due reward of our fins, God would 
puniſh. qur enemies, and be. reconciled to his 
land, and to, his people: ſo that, | properly 
| ſpeaking, this Prophetic Noam, muſt be c 
fidered 38. an: hiſtorical) articipation,, of all 
that was ta happen to the nation from theis 
| firlt Redemption. from Egypt. 10 Fheie ou | 
Redemption by the Meſſiah, Ys -4 — 2 IC, | | 


FF ws mm GL. Þ.. + 
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and redeem ug; ſor whieh reaſon, he called; . 
e heaven and earth. to witneſs. the 
truth of what he predicted; as well 3 in en 
gard. of our fing, and exemplary puniſh- 
| ment, as gur futurg Redemption... $9. that, 
according to the tenour of this prophecy, it 


is clear that. Although ws ſhauld pot repent, 


yet, is our Redemption. to take place at the 
AN TED TIB; fon notwithſtanding | 


| that we might, by a thorough. and fincere 
repentance. of the whole: nation, be the 


means of working our reconciliation and Re- 
demption, as mentioned page 29, 32 yet the 
Prophet does not conſider, or mention it, in 


, that, after we have re- 


This alſo fully confirms; the Opinion * | 
by 0 our 8 Oath chere · are two 9 Ea 
Tot: for | 


thei! dur . vie - Firfh; en th 
condition” of out reperitance, as mentis 
prophety of Moſes. Steed 
after we hav received the full meaſure of 
affliction for all our iniquities, in elne One, 
and every way dreadful captivity. x; beo I 
But, as nothing of de above ment: 
Tye: took place during, 'or-at their retail 
from the Babyloniſh captivity, it 16 manifeſt 
that, it could not be the redemption f 
of by Moſes i in this Poem; which ſtill 1 | 
mains to be ante at the "ION "the 
1 thn 6 N SIG nem 28 of 901190 (19) 
- Sixth. That the Reſurrection off the dead 
will be very near the time of the Redkmp- 
tion, as mentioned verſe 39th. .< 1 Kilians! 
will make alive; I have woun ed, and 
heal,” as already explained. And thus faid | 
mme Angel to Daniele, And at that time | 
thy people ſhall be delivered, every one bt 
ſhall be found written in the boch. And 
many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth ſhall awake, &c; And the Prophet | 
Iſaiah has alſo ſpoken largely of this ſubjeQ; | 
as will he fully explained, when we come to 
treat No his SO. Henee it is cler | 
. „ Dain” Bl #7 3. hr OY 110 vi 4 
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that, all the Prophets agree, with one ac= 
cord, in propheſying that the reſurrection of 
the dead, is an event that will take place 
near "pt time of the reſtoration of this na- 
Seht That the firſt five parts of - this 


Prophetic Poem, have been fully accom- 


pliſhed, viz. The kindneſs and beneficence 
of the Supreme Being towards Iſrael, in 
giving them poſſeſſion of the holy land, and 
their proſperity under David and Solomon: 
| their fins of idolatry,.&c. their captivity, and 

the ſevere puniſhments that followed, and 
their preſervation as a diſtinct nation to this 
| very day, notwithſtanding all their ſufferings, 


and which undoubtedly, is one of the moſt 


| wonderful things in the world, as already ob- 
| ſerved, page 17: whence, I preſume to think, 
that the completion of the firſt five parts, 
may be conſidered, as a pledge and earneſt 


of the accompliſhment of the ſixth, which 


mentions the Redemption of the Nation, 
| &c. And it is very remarkable, that the 7 
Prophet Jeremiah, hath clearly evinced the 

| truth of this poſition, ' in the following 
words®, which he produces as an ER, 


70 Jerm xxxii, 44. 
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in 8 of what he had ae 
prophecy forctelling the future reſtoration. 
the nation: For thus ſaith the Lox d, Like 
as I have brought all this great evil upon this 
people, ſo will I bring upon them all the 
good that I have promiſed them. A ſtron- 
ger proof than what is contained in theſe 
words of the Prophet, i in ſupport of the ſpi- 
rit of prophecy, cannot be required; for the | 
accompliſhment of the evils predicted, is 2 
ſure pledge of the completion of | the good 
promiſed: and therefore, as it is allowed on 
all hands, that the firſt five parts of this 
Poem, hath been fulfilled in every particular 
fac, it conſequently is manifeſt, that not the 
' leaſt doubt ought to be nme * 
* eee, _ 125 3 


DISSERTATION 11. 4 
The Prophecies of Jjaiah. | 


DE third; who oropheſin af: 1 
demption, and future reſtoration of the 
unqueſtionably delivered a greater _— 
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| of Prophecies c concerning the future reſto- : 
| ration of the nation, than any other Pro- 
| phet, as will be ſhewn in the ſequel... Of 
| theſe, I mean to take notice of ſuch only, as _ 
are clear, forcible, and unequivocal, in 


pointing out the character and coming of 
the Meſſiah; the reſtoration of the Jews; 
the puniſhment of their enemies, and the 


reſurrection of the dead: theſe three great 
events are to take place in ſucceſſion after 


each other, as already ſhewn from the words 


| of Moſes, ps adit _— 


The feſt calvin of Ifaiah concerning 
the future reſtoration of the Jews, is con- 


| tained in the ſecond, third, and fourth verſes = 
of the ſecond chapter of his book. Before 


I proceed to the explanation of this prophe- 


cy, it is neceſſary to premiſe, That the Pro- 


phet Micah, (chap. iv. 1, 4.) has delivered 
this ſame prophecy concerning the kingdom 


of the Meſſiah, with ſcarcely any material 
variation; fave, that he has embelliſhed it, 
| by the addition of a ſentence, © And they 


ſhall fit, every man under his vine, &c. and 


which 15 evinces that, this prophecy fore 5 


K 2 85 tells | 


-DISSERTAT 10Ns: 


telle the kingdom of the Mefliah, F* wi ll; 
| clearly appear from the explanation. 5 M 
Por as the Prophet makes uſe of thi er- 

4 in the latter days, it is clear, that he 

thereby meant the days of the Meſſiah ; and 
thus ſay Abarbanal and Kimchi, Where- ' 

ver the latter times are mentioned in Serip- | 
ture, the days of the Meſſiah are always 4 
meant. See alſo Nachmonides on Genefis 

. "Ad Biſhop Lowth, in his notes on 

the ſecond chapter of Iſaiah, after having 

cited Kimchi's opinion on theſe words, viz. | 
that the latter days, denotes the days of the 

Meſſiah, adds, . And, in regard to this 

place, nothing can be more clear and cer- 

tain.” And Dr. Newcombe, Biſhop of 

Waterford, in his notes on Micah, „. iv. 1. 

obſerves, Theſe four verſes contain a pro- 
phecy which was to be fulfilled by the com- 

ing of the Meſiiah,” S0 far be is right; 
| but when he adds, that . Then the Gentiles | 
were to be admitted into a covenant with 

God, and the apoſtles were to preach the goſ- | 

pel, beginning at Jeruſalem: Luke xxiv. 47+ 

Acts ii. 14. &c. When Chriſt was to be the 

fpiritual Judge, and king of many people, | 

„ „ 


Pere e ace un plain | ths AA 5 
has totally miſtaken the true ern 


| prophecy, and ſo hath Biſhop Lowth, and 


all the Chriſtian writers who have eſpouſed 6. 
| that opinion: for no ſuch univerſal peace, as 

is here foretold by the Prophets, hath ever 
taken place yet; neither has the mountain 


| of the temple of the Loxp been eſtabliſhed 


on the top of the mountains, &c. as will be 
ſhewn preſently. For in this prophecy, 
the Prophet has aſſured us of five things, 


or events, that are to take place, and be AC- 
compliſhed in the latter how he ic at the 
coming of the Meſſiah. 

Firſt. That the temple ſhall be rebuilt, 
Z and continue, ſo as not to be deſtroyed any 
more; as he ſays, verſe 2d. © It ſhall come 
to paſs in the latter days, that the mountain 


of the houſe of the Loxp ſhall beeſtabliſh- 


| ed on the top of the mountains.” By the 
word eſtabliſhed, it is plain, that he meant; it 
was to be fixed unalterably. Of courſe, it 
was not to be ne * more. 

| WAY 
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the hills: but this exaltation will not be 


merely an exaltation of place, or conſiſt in 


the greatneſs of the building; but in its ho- 
lineſs and ſanctity, as mentioned, And all 
nations ſhall flow unto it. For this is not 
to be effected by individuals only, but by 
whole nations, as the Prophet ſays, And 
many people“ ſhall go, and ſhall ſay: Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lok p: to the houſe of the God of Jacob.“ 
Third. That all nations will then 'ac- 
knowledge the true Unity of God, and free- 
ly confeſs, that the Loxp alone is God, and 
that their fathers had inherited lies, and 
vanity, and things, wherein there is no pro- 
fit. They therefore, will all be deſirous of 
being inſtructed in the true Law of God, as 
the Prophet ſays, And he will teach us of 
his ways: and we will walk in his paths. 
That is, we all will ſerve him with one ace | 
cord; agreeable to what the Prophet Zepha- 
niah ſays, (iii. 9.) For then will I turn 
the (hearts of the) people 7s a pure lan- 
guagey, that they may all call upon the name 5 


fHeb. Peoples. | + Jerem. xvi. 19. 
+ * Heb. P eoples. ; 8 Heb. Lip. 


We 
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ON THE PROPHECLIES.. or 
of the Lozp, to ſerve him with one con- 
ſent.” And thus alſo ſays the Prophet Ze 
chariah, (xiv. y.) * And the Lonn ſhall be 
King over all the earth: in that day the 
| Lord alone ſhall be actnowledged,- and his 
name ſhall alſo be one.” And therefore they 
will all come up to the mountain of the 
Lok, in order to be taught, as mentioned 
_ preſently after, For from Zion ſhall go 
forth the law, and the wouy of 857 ien 
from Jeruſalem.” 
Fourth. That the Mefliah, las is to 
teach the nations the word of the Lox p, 
which is to go forth from Zion, will judge 
and plead with the nations, concerning their 
different ſentiments in religion: for as great 
part of the wars and animoſities are owing 
to the difference of religious opinions, the 
Prophet informs us, that in thoſe days, all 
thoſe diſputes will be finally terminated ; be- 
| cauſe the nations will all unanimouſly em- 
brace the word of God, which will be the 
cauſe of univerſal peace in the world; and 
that, in ſuch a complete and perfect man- 
ner, as to induce them to deſtroy the very 
weapons of war, as mentioned verſe 4th, 
And he ſhall judge among the nations; 
| i and 


2 DISSERTATIONS | N 
and he ſhall plead with many As and 
- . they ſhall beat their ſwords into FOR . 
| ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks ; 1 
nation ſhall not lift up ſword againſt dati. I 
on ; neither ſhall they learn Wi = 


- That none of the five events roles out | 


by this prophecy, have as yet been fulfilled, . 
is evident from hiſtory ; for the temple built 
at their return from the Babyloniſh captivi- 
ty. was ſo far from being eſtabliſhed, that it 
was deſtroyed by the Romans: neither was 
1t exalted by its holineſs and ſanctity, ſo as ; 
to cauſe whole nations to flow to it: nor 
have all the nations hitherto acknowledged 
the true Unity of God: neither did Jeſus, at 
his coming, Judge, and plead with the na- 
tions, concerning their different and jarring 
faiths, ſo as to terminate their diſputes, and 
entirely annihilate all contention about them; 
and thus introduce univerſal peace into the 
world. On the contrary, it is manifeſt; | 
that, ſince the foundation of Chriſtianity, 
the ſword hath ſcarce been ſheathed ; and 


its hiſtory evinces, that in practice, it is und 


to be diametrically oppoſite to the univerſal | 
peace here foretold by the Prophet, as; we 

meet with little elſe but intolerance, perſe- 
> cutions, 
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be ſhewn, x ion. in che 1 TY edi 1 1 $8 ng 
| ceeding prophecy. +} bes 0 dawn 3} 
The ſecond prophecy;commences. at: verſe 
334, of chapter x. andd is is continued to the 
laſt verſe of chapter xii. Before proceed, 
it will be: neceſſary to obſerve, that the, Pro-. 
phet having foretold the deſtruC n of. the 5 
Aſſyrians, by comparing it tot the Dapghter, 
of the Midianites, | at the rock of Oreb.;; ; 
and to. that of the Egyptians: at the Red Sea; 
proceeds to inform us, that at the coming of 
the Meſfiah, (whom he repreſents as a tw ig 
ſpringing up fromthe ſtem of an old tree, cut 
down, lopped to the very root, and decayed; 
which is highly emblematical of the preſent 
low. eſtate. of the Jews, and the . N of. 
David: as if their hope was cut; off and. 
decayed, by the uncertaint | of the time of 


their , redemption, . on account of the. long 8 


continuance of this dreadful, captivity, ) i God 
would puniſh the nations in a yet more e ex- 


emplary r, as mentioned verſe 38d. 

gehold the Sovereign, the Loxp of hoſts, 
| will lop the fouriſhing br ach. with,a ene 
” ful craſh; i bigh of Rare: [ſhall be 


ſy Or, with tector. Be; | 
You, 1 233 L. 1 cus 


1 gs 


1 
55 piss zKrartens 1 
in; ard ce Wp bb 
low: and he thall hew the thicket of the 
foreſt with i iron, and Lebanon: ſhall fall by 4 
A mighty hand.” Here the Prophet ſtews, 
that thoſe'who, during the captivity of tile 
el Jews, would be in a moſt flouriſhing ſtate, 
„ proud and haughty, ſhall all be 
© humbled, brought low, and cut down: but 
mmiuhat the Jewiſh nation, whoſe power ſhould 
[be entirely decayed, would then ſpring forth 
E . and flouriſh,” &c. as mentioned, chap, xt. 
verſe. 1ſt. &c. till the end of the prophecy 4 
and in which, he bas pointed out the - 
| events which are to characteri days of 
= the true Meffiah, as allo the peculiar: clas | 
| kuacteriſticks which are to diſtinguiſh” him | 
wp from all other men, and are | comprize 


the ten following conditions: none of which, 

as T ſhall prove, have ever yet been fatfilled: z 

| neither at the return of the Jews fron te 
Babyloniſh captivity, nor at the time of Je- 

or tor Le e . Wh 5 a 4 | 

| he Meſſiah. Rut hats ſhall: Loring! Forth 
1 0 a rod from the ſtem of Jeſſe; and à cion 

Y from his roots ſhall become fruitful” - 57 

3H which we are informed this the Meſiiah is 
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to be the lingal deſcendant of David, the fon | 
of Jeſſe: er as God, had eee, 
u be eſtabliſhed or e i 

ſaty, that the Mefſiah, i 


nation, ſhould be his lineal deſcendant, ht 


the regal ſtate may be reſtored to the houſe 


of David, and the promiſe fully accompliſh- 
ed: for after the coming of the Meſſiah, 


the nation will no more go into captivity; 
1 that his throne will then be fully eſta. 


low a ſtate ; and they all knew that they 


were to be viſited at the end of ſeventy 


years, as already mentioned, page 58. Of 
courſe, they could not, in ſtrict propriety, 


bli ſhed for ever. But this, did not take 

lace at their return from Babylon; neither | 
is it applicable, to. that captivity : for the 
houſe of , Dayid was not then reduced to ſo 


% 


be repreſented by the ſtem of an old tree, 


cut down to the very root, and decayed. 
Neither did it take plage during the continu- 
ance of the ſecond temple: for the kings 


which reigned in Judea, during that period, 


were not the deſcendants of David, but of 


the poſterity of Aaron the Prieſt, as the 


2 Sam. Vile 16. Jerem. xXXxiii. 17+ &c· N 
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: andy. del 148 e &c. 2 Ry er 
Vas an Idumean: Neither will any one be 
DE Eo OE ſo hardy as to ſay; that it was fulfilled in 
gs perſon” of Jeſus: for he did not reſtore the 
3 nation, nor did he fill the throne of David; 
Although it is Pla that the Jews expedited! 
temporal prine e, (ie Matt. li. 260% änd 
the angel Gabrictis nente Us be 
Mary, that the Lox D God! would give him 
the throne of his father David, and that he 
ſhould reign over the houſe" of Jacob for | 
ever. (Luke i. 32, 3 33.) From all 'w neh! 
his diſciples were ſo fully convinced; that i t 
was one of the offices of the Mefſiah to 'Te- 
ſtore the kingdom of Iſrael, that they © ime 
 to'the reſolution of actually aſking him,” Je 
fore his aſcenſion, whether he PR it 
that time, to'teſtore the kingdom” 'to-Iirael. 
(Acts i. 6.) The anſwer given to them, 
phinly ſhews that, he wiſhed to evade giving 
a direct anſwer to ſuch a tickliſh queſtion. 
He, however, left the nation groaning under 
the yoke of the Romans, who not 1ong after, 
put an end to their kingdom and govern- ; 
ment. That this kingdom is not ſpiritual, 
wk be FRM proved in 10 courſe of the ex- 
planation 
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planition' ef 45v"-projhity lber Hl Ws 
not the! Inca deſcendant f David's 48 
cording to the fleſh; "is manifelt fiom” both 
Matthew) and Luke 8 accbunt of the Wear | 
deſcent of Jeſus, as they bring it *down'to 
Joſeph; but not to Maty, ab Ther men at 
large in my anſwer to Pre Pileſtley's Le T5 
j to the Jews,' Part II. pige 72 2, 73. 6 
Second. Of the exalted degree of the 5 0- 
phetic ſpirit 6f the Meſſiah, mentioned verſs : 
2d. * And the ſpirit of the Lox p mall reſt 
upon him.“ And wůifchi Will be in ſuch an 
exalted degree, that he will 5 inform⸗- 
ed of the ſector thoughts" 6 f mankind: ſo 
hat ke eil Ft Judge «cold tb the für 
of his eyes, nor reptove according to the Hearn 
ing of -His'ears, as mentioned verſe gd. And 

as this Prophet l has declared elſeh here. Be- 
hold my ſervant, whom 1 WII uphold; 905 
choſen, in whom my ſoul hith delichr: 1 
have cauſed my ſpirit to reſt upon Him.“ | 
(Ifai. xlii. r. ) Bot this exalted N ee of pro- 


3 


. 


any perſon dürilg i contiritarice' of the | 
ſecond temple, that on the contrary, after 


the death of Malachi, which happened a 
few years after” it was built, tlie ſpirit” of 


prophecy 


zf 
i 
| 


90, Ke. Kc. And in my/Anſwer 


his extraordinary wiſdom. And, it is really 


VVV 
2 Ps OS 8 . EL 
„ 


FT, 


40 pe propheti b iri 
| I have clearly. ewn, 


s Firſt, Letters. to tha Jews "page. | 

ters, Part II. page 47, &c. &c. e 
was endowed with the ſpirit of prophecy; 
Wee eg bee cannot ha the rſon ſpo- 


Meſliah. 5 N (A; 4. * B 
; ; ES 


Third. The Ee e wiſdom, of, -th 


| Meſliah, as mentioned verſe ad. And the 


ſpirit of the Lok p ſhall reſt upon him; the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding: be 
ſpirit: of counſel, and ſtrength; the ſpirit of 
knowledge, and the fear of the Lond., In 
the preceding part of this verſe, the Prophet 
ſpeaks of the prophetic ſpirit of the Meſs 
ſiah, by the appellation of the ſpirit of the 
Lox p: and i in the latter part, he ſpeaks.of 


worthy of remark, that he does not uſe the 


term ſpirit, by every quality, as, the ſpirit of 


wiſdom, and the ſpirit of underſtanding, e,. 
but only uſes the term ſpirit to every twaquas | 
lie. But, if we carefully examine the form 


# 38 ER 
Fe 


on Tax exoynnenes. - 71 
of this ſentence, ſo 48 to be able to enter into | 
the ſpirit of the language of the Prophet; 
we ſhall cleatly perceive, that by this mode 
of expreſſion, he has en cavoured to impteſs 
on our minds, a moſt uſeful hems inſtruẽti we 
ptintiple w] ] ae e on 38 hw df 

Firſt. That thoſe wha del in ett | 
tion, or theory, are generally defeQive in 
practice: are not knowing or ſkilful in the 
arts and ways of mankind: for as the mind 
is continually occupied with the ſpeculative, 
dal pay but little attention to che practical. 
Second. That he who is able to counſel, 
and plan great'defigns,' in war, &e. is ſel- 
dom endowed with ſtrength of body, or 
courage ſufficient, to execute the plans he 
has counſelled: for it is a phenomenon in 
nature, to find the faculties of both body 
and mind thus qualified, united i in one "IN 
the fame perſon. ' K+ 50: ON: d tf 

Third. That philoſophica 8 are e cel. 
dom ſound in belief, but generally become 
ſceptic ks in religion : which made Solomon 
ſay, (Eccle. vii. 16.) Neither make thy- 
ſelf Ver why HON" thou as 5 


| thyſelf 2” | 5 i 5 
The Pro 0 werbe Ab 0 us, dts 
the 


| not. be tes 10 a of the defects 
to thoſe qualities in other min 2 he. mhch - | 
reafon, he obſerves; - Firſt, that. as the Meß : 
ſiah will be endowed with the ſpirit of wiſ, 
dom, he will at the ſame time be poſſeſſed of 5 
the ſpirit of underſtanding: that is, both 
| ſpeculative, and practical. Se be- 
ing endowed with the ſpirit of earn. he 
will alſo be poſſeſſed of that of ſtrength, and 
c ſo as to be able to execute Whate- 
ver he counſels, or plans. Third, that 
meter endowed with,.the ſpirit. of know- | 
ledge, he will nevertheleſs exerciſe, th 
knowledge. in the fear of the Lonn: nd 
not in the promulgation of ſcęptical opi 1 
ons, derogatory to the revealed will of Gd. 
Hence, it is manifeſt, that, the wiſdom of 
the Meſſiah is to be of the ee J 
Hinds: and, free from. * the, detect an 


45 ; miſo in eas js included in the the 
terms, wiſdom, counſel, ry know edge 
the Prophet mentione 3 i 

three times, as appertaining to the three If JC 


s , menden to ſnew thats. ”P ſhould | 
be 
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be perfect in every part of wiſdom, joe? be 
entirely free from the oppoſite. defects. „ . 
the promiſe of this perfect, and exalted de- 5 
5 gree of wiſdom, united with as extraordina- 
ty power of ſtrength, was never accom- ; 
_ pliſhed; neither in the endowment of any 
perſon at their return from Babylon, or 
during the continuance of the ſecond tem- 
ple; nor yet in Jeſus: for hiſtory does not 
inform us, that he was thus endowed. Nay, 
ſo far was he from being gifted with ſuch ex- 
traordinary ſtrength and courage, that the 
New Teſtament hath furniſhed us, with 5 
moſt remarkable inſtance of his puſillani- 
mity and want of fortitude, when at the 
fight of death, he, in agony, ſweated drops 
of blood ;—which the virtuous Heathen _ 
Philoſopher Socrates, who had not the light 
of Revelation, to guide him to the doctrine | 
of the immortality of the ſoul, was not 
guilty of at the approach of death : on the 


_ contrary, he met it with the greateſt calm- 


neſs and reſignation, becoming that of the 
nobleſt hero, conſcious of his ſuffering in a 
good cauſe: ſo that the unſhaken conſtaney 
of ſoul in Socrates, made the by-ſtanders ſo 
| aſhamed, as to put an end to their grief. | 
Vox. J. 1 From 


8” 


Mt bl ttt o 
IR This in tahct re 


Ended er felis, 5 * 
New Teftament, dt is manifeſt; that thisy * 


miſe was not Tafilted in his perſon,” 


Fourth. That the extracrdinary x "A a | 


the Meſſith will be ſo eminent, and oppoſite | 

to chat of other princes, that ke will abMain 

From every corporeal pleaſure; as Will de 
.  ſhewn 'preſently from the laniguay 


© of th 
Prophet. That the reader thay Have n per: 
feet idea 'of the phraſcology of the Peophety 


it is neceffary to obſerve that, it is h axiom 


well Known attrong Haturalifts, that ef he | 
five External fenſts, the moſt proſe and pal 
bible, is the fene of fecling; irrformtich, that 


it is frequently Us cauſe of our” hae : 
hence, the a 


nonftidits againft uma fal 


| Inifts, Whortfoth, and udültery). Of the 


Fete attributell to thle Stiprettie Being, 45 Mas 


3 «i 
. 


Papillae of the tongue: Hence alſo, the | 


other fehfes, this next in degree of Yrofſnels, 
ds the ſenfe of tatting, and which fnay alle 
be acedhted a fpecies of feeHtig, as the fu. 
culty of tafting is effected by 'mEarts of the 


ttidnitions concertfifig prohibited inttts, We. 


For Which reaſon, 'thefe two ſeries, Un ae. | 


cottnit of their Bröffffefd, are never in 10 


Telonides s juftly obſerves: hende the for. 
| het, 
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| «ON DAE. PB QUITE ©: 
bphets, and other pious men, t 
abſtain, from the uſe of tho duo groſs En 
ſes as muęh 38 paſiible. As to the ſenſe. of 
ſmelling, it is of 2 More refined and ſpiritual : 
| nature, and therefore effects its purpoff al- 
though at ſome fiſtance ; hence, it is in 
Scripture, à attributed tg the Creator; as men- 
tioned, Gen. vil, 21. © And the Lago 
ſmelled the ſweet Gyopr.” We alſo find, thaf 
princes, and other great perſonagess Ae 
much addicted to fragrant gdours, aramatics, 
and perfumes : of which we hays ſeyeral 
inſtances in Serigture, as the embalming of 
dead hadics, and Jaying them in fepulchres 
filled with ſpices, &c, (Gen, I. 2, and 
2 Chron. xvi. 34.) But, ag to the other to 
ſenſes, yis. thoſe of hearing and feging, they 
are yet of à more ſpiritual nature, and effect 
their purpoſe at 2 much greater diſfancę: 
and are particularly appropriated to the at- 
tainment of wiſdom, agreeable to what So- 
lomon ſays, 4 The hearing car, ang the ſre- 
ing eye, the Loh p hath fn made both of 
them.“ Prov. xx. 12. Though, 38 the. 
ſenſe of hearing is peculiarly neceſſary there,. 
to, he ſaxs, 5 The ear that heareth the te- 
we” of life, abideth among the Wiſe. 
M Ibid. 


> 
4 
% % 
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Ibid. xv. 31. Hence, i it is clear, that of the 4 
five external ſenſes, two, viz. the ſenſe of 
feeling and taſting, are very groſs; and two 
others, viz. hearing and ſeeing, are of a pure 

and ſpiritual nature: and the ſenſe of ſmell- | 
ing is a medium between them, being not ſo 
groſs as the former, nor yet ſo pure as the 


latter. The Prophet therefore obſerves, 


that the Meſſiah will be ſo far from having 
any propenſity towards an immoderate uſe 
of the two groſs ſenſes, that even the ſenſe 
of ſmelling, which is more refined and ſpi- 
ritual, will not be employed by him, as it is 
by other kings and princes, to miniſter to 
their voluptuouſneſs, but in the ſervice of 
the Lok D: for which reaſon, the Prophet 
makes uſe of the following expreſſion, 
« And he ſhall ſcent in the fear of the 
LoRD;” for that is the real ſenſe of wn, Y 
and of which, it is ſcarcely poſſible to con- 
vey an adequate meaning, by a literal tranſſa- 
tion in the Engliſh language: but by which 
figurative expreſſion, the Prophet gave us to 
underſtand, that the Meſſiah, inſtead of 
uſing the ſenſe of ſmelling, in a voluptuous 
manner, as other princes do, he would, on 
the contrary, employ all his fagacity in the 
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| Fear of the Lox p: and he farther informs 
us, that the two moſt pure and ſpiritual | 
ſenſes of hearing and ſeeing, would not be 
uſed by him as by the reſt of mankind, for, 
That not according to the ſight of his 
eyes ſhall he judge: neither according 1 
the hearing of his ears ſhall he 1 
And which leads us to, . 
The Fifth condition, viz. the exalted as. 
gree of the Meſſiah's juſtice, which he will 
adminiſter in ſuch an upright, juſt, and equi- 
table manner, not only to the rich and great, 


but likewiſe to the loweſt and- meaneſt of © 


mankind, that his deciſions will be acknow- 
| ledged by all to be truly Godlike. That the 
Meſſiah is to be a great temporal Judge, is 
manifeſt from the different expreſſions of 

this Prophet, for in chap. ii. verſe 4th. he 
ſays, * And he ſhall judge among the na- 
tions,” &c. In chap. xlii. verſe Iſt. &c. I 
have made my ſpirit reſt upon him: and he 
ſhall bring forth judgment to the nations.” 

Verſe zd. He ſhall pronounce judgement 


unto truth.” Verſe 4th. Until he hath _ 


firmly ſean judgement i in the earth, for the 
diſtant nations ſhall earneſtly wait for his 


law.” From all which, it is clear, that = 


the 
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i that Meik is is to 1 Wee with FO offic 
of Judge, and that, nat for his own nas 
tion. oy; but for all the nations of the 
earth. And, in the paſſage now under con. 
ſideration, the Prophet plainly points out to 
us, the great diſtinction between the Me. 
ſiah in his character of Judge, and that of 


all other judges: for, although it is tho du " 


ty of every judge to proneunce judgemen 
according to what he ſees and hears given in 
evidence before him, yet, is it poſſible that, 
he may be impoſed upon by the falſe repre; 

ſeptations of advocates, and witneſſes ;: and - 
| thus, be induced to deliver an unjuſt ſen- 
tence ; but the Meſfiah, will nat judge as: 
\ cording to the fight of his eyes, ner reprove 
according to the hearing of his ears for he 
will be perfectly acquainted with the true 
ſtate of all things, by means of the exalted 

_ prophetic ſpirit he will be gifted with, ſa 

| that it will be impoſſible to impoſe upen 
him: he therefore, Will judge the peo 
with righteouſneſs, and with equity will he 
reprove the meek of the earth. The rich 
and powerful will not then be able, by means 
of mercenary adyocates, and perjured Wits 


daes. to debar the poor from obtaining 
©; Jn - 
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jaſtiee: neithet will deligning men; and court 
ſycophants, be able to ſlander and vilify their - 
meek and truly humble neighbours to hin, - 

ſo as toinduce him to reprove them in anger, 
and dilgrace them without cauſe, that they 
may have an opportunity of begging their 
eſtates or property, as is too much the prac- 
tice in the courts of Princes: for he will 
only reprove in equity, that is, not without 
juſt and ſufficient occaſion. But no perſon. 
whatever, ever maintained ſuch an exalted 
character, as is here Geferibed dy the Pro- 
phet, in the fourth and fifth conditions of 
the character of the Meſſiah, either as a 

Judge, ot in practiſing ſuch piety, and ſelf- 
denial, by abſtaining from all corporeal 
_ Pleaſures, een the Moſt refined ones: nei- 
ther at their return from the Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity, not during the continuance of the ſe- 
cond temple. Neither was this character 
fulfifled in the perfon of Jeſus, as I ſhall 
ſhew preſently: for he was fo far from ab- 
ſtaining from the uſe of the ſenſe of fmell- 
ing, in the manner of Princes, that on the 
contrary, he emed defirous of perfectly 
imitating chem, as appears from his ſo high- 

* re the wornan's anointing him 
| with 
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with a box full of precious ointm 
ſo great a waſte of which, his diſciples 


ſhewed indignation, (Matt. xxvi. 7, 8.) for 


1 - to Mark, it was fo precious, that 


it might have been ſold for more than three 
hundred pence : Mark xiv. 5. As to Luke, 

he gives us an account of another. anointing, 
as appears to me, for that mentions the feet | 1 
of Jeſus being anointed, inſtead of pouring 
it on his head, as mentioned by Matthew 
and Mark: Vide Luke vii. 38. John ſeems 
alſo to relate a different anointing : for he 
differs both. as to time, and circumſtances, 
and as appears to me, in place alſo, (ſee John 


Xii. 1, 8.) and deſcribes it, as anointing his 


feet. And as from theſe accounts it is plain, 
that Jeſus was - greatly pleaſed. with, and 
highly approved of it, it is clear, that the 
| Hou condition which the Prophet has in 
this prophecy mentioned as characteriſtic of 
the Meſſiah, was not fulfilled in the perſon | 
of Jeſus : much leſs, the fifth ; namely, that 
of Judge in the moſt exalted degree, and 
univerſal juriſdiction : for he was ſo far 
from poſſeſſing ſuch an extent of judicial 
power, that it is plain, from his own words, | 
he was not inveſted with. the PROG of a 

. 
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Judge in the leaſt: for when the man ap- 
plied to him, tofpeak 1 to his brother, that he 
ſhould divide the inheritance with him, he 
anſwered, Man. who made me a judge?“ 5 
Luke xii; 14. And in John viii. 15. he 
ſays, 1 judge no man.” Nay, he tells us 
plainly, that it was not his province, * For 

I came not to judge the world.“ Ibid. xi. 
47. And what is yet more remarkable, and 
fully evinces the truth of my poſition, is, his 
making uſe of an expreſſion ſo diametrically 

oppoſite to that uſed by the Prophet, As 

hear, I judge. Ibid. v. 30. Whereas the 
Prophet expreſsly ſays, That not, accord- 
ing to the fight of his eyes ſhall he judge,” 
c&c. From all which, it is manifeſt, that 
this condition, i in the character of the Meſ- 
ſiah, was not fulfilled in the perſon of Jeſus; 
_ conſequently, he could not be the perſon pre- 
_ dicted oy wy bn hd as wars "POSE conc 
ſiah. 

The arch cottdksen 1 the mils 
power which the Meffiah is to be endowed 
with, by means of his exalted prophetic ſpi- | 
rit, and extraordinary piety, mentioned in the 
preceding conditions: agreeable to what the 
Prophet ſayb, * And he ſhall _ the carth 
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Wat of his lips FAR hall pt the, wicked. 


The meaning of which is, that he will 550 
be under the neceſſity of raiſing an army, in 


order to puniſh a nation that may be guilty of | 
diſobedience to his commands, or the laws 1 
God ; for, with the rod of his mouth ſhall he | 

ſmite the earth: by means of his miraculous /: 
power, he will be able to command the ele. 1 
ments, and puniſh them with fire, peſtilence, 
famine, &c. without being obliged. to uſe 
{word or ſpear ; for all the weapons of war, 
will be deſtroyed, as mentioned, chap. ii. 4. 
Neither will there be any occaſion for execu- 
tioners to put the guilty individuals to death: 


for he will ſlay the wicked with the breath of 


his lips: ſo that whether it be individuals, 


or whole nations that ſhould be guilty, and 


deſerving of puniſhment, he will be able to 
puniſh them by ſupernatural means: ſuch as 
commanding the earth to open, and ſwallow 
them up, as it did Korah; or by calling down 
fire from heaven, as did Elijah ; or by order- 
ing wild beaſts to devour them, as was done 
by Eliſha. So, that ſtrictly ſpeaking, the rod 


with which he will puniſh them, will be his 


mouth, for he will need no. other weapon, | 


of of 
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than the breath of his lips. Now, as it is 
' manifeſt; that this extraordinary miraculous 
power hath not been poſſeſſed by any perſon _ 
whatever, either at their return from Baby- 
jon, or during the continuance of the ſecond 
temple, nor yet in the perſon of Jeſus, it is, 

clear, that it remains to be fulfilled in the | 
perſon of the true Meſſiah. , 5 

The ſeventh condition is, the iel 

peace that is to take place in the world in the 
days of the Meſſiah, as mentioned in verſes 
6th, 7th, 8th, and gth. And righteouſneſs 
ſhall be the girdle of his loins ; and faithful- 
neſs the cincture of his reins. Then ſhall 


the wolf take up his abode with the lamb ; 


and the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid : 
and the calf, and the young lion, and the 


fatling, ſball come together; and a little child 


ſhall lead them. And the heifer and the 
ſhe- bear ſhall feed together; 7ogether ſhall 
their young ones lie down; and the lion 
| ſhall eat ſtraw like an ox. And the ſuck- 
ling ſhall play upon the hole of the aſpic ; 
and upon the den of the bafiliſk ſhall the 
_ new-weaned child lay his hand. They ſhall . 
not hurt, nor deſtroy, in all my holy moun- 
tain; for the earth ſhall be full of the know- 
N a2 ledge 


e 
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the deptbs of the ſea. In theſe; verſes the 
E Prophet, by a variety of the moſt animated, 
beautiful, and elegant imagery, hath finely 
expreſſed, not only the peace, harmony, and 
en that is to exiſt in the way of the 


ledge of the Logp, as the waters * 


oo 


us the: Flint e am 4 this; Sena 
peace; for if we duly conſider, the cauſe of 


the wars which have. hitherto diſtracted and 
deſolated ſo many parts of the known world, 
we ſhall find, that the motives thereto have 
been of two kinds: namely, either a thirſt 
for power and dominion; and which may 


not improperly be ſtiled legal Robbery. an. - 
on account of the difference of. religious te- 
nets and opinions. 'The Prophet' therefore, 


in order to ſhew us that, theſe cauſes will 
then ceaſe, ſays in regard of the firſt, ** And 
| righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins,” 


The meaning of which is, that juſtice and 
righteouſneſs will be ſo conſpicuous} in the 
character of the Meſſiah, as if they adhete 


to his loins as a girdle: and as it is plan, 


from the fifth condition, that he will be in- 
veſted with the office of univerſal Judge; 


* 
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uſurpation, t be committed by any nation, 1 


however powerful it may be, over its weaker 


neighbours: for by his authority, he will 


oblige every one to be contented with his 
own portion, without encroachit 8 on that 
of his neighbour. 0 eve vhs 

As to the ſecond cauſe, he Aire: ce And 


faithfulneſs the cincture of his reins.” By 


faithfulneſs, he properly meant, a ſtrict ad- 
herence to the true faith, and the worſhip of 


the One true God: for that, and that only, 


will then take place in the world, as is clear 


from the words of the Prophet, verſe gth, 
and the ſeveral prophecies cited in the courſe 


of this work. And therefore, when theſe 


two cauſes of war and bloodſhed will be thus 


finally removed, the conſequence will be, 


univerſal love and peace 9 the human | 
= 

With regard to the ſtate af; peace and in- 
nocence, which as the Prophet fo beautiful- 


ly deſcribes, i is to exiſt among the brute cre- 
ation, in the days of the Meſſiah, there are 


different opinions among the commentators; | 
for ſome underſtand it in a figurative ſenſe, 
and ſuppoſe, that the lion, leopard; wolf, 


kro. denote wicked and violent men, ban by 


their 
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the Poets call the golden age, when 
wild beaſts will grow tame ; and — 
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eir r rapacity, haraſs and diſturb the peice; | 
able part of mankind : but whoſe 'brutiſh 
and ſavage diſpoſitions will then be tamed. 
Others, take it in a literal ſenſe, "anc conſi- 

der it as a promiſe of the renewal of what | 


and other poiſonous creatures will become 
harmleſs ; ſo that all will be peace and har- 
mony. Now, whether we underſtand it in 
a literal, or figurative ſenſe, it is plain that, 
it evidently points out the love and kindneſs, 
that is then. univerſally to exiſt :- though, I 


am clearly of opinion, that the prophecy was 
intended to declare both theſe purpoſes, by 


informing us, that not only violence among 
men would ceaſe, but that the brute creation 


ſhould alſo loſe their ferocity, and dwell in 


harmony with the domeſtic animals *: the 


venemous | 


» That therd] is nothing 1e nor even ie in 
this, may be clearly perceived from Scripture: for if the Su- 
preme Being, to puniſh Pharaoh, could command the mixture 
of ravenous beaſts, to come and deſtroy the land, &c, why may 
he not in the days of the Mefliah, when the earth ſhall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lox b, deprive them of their malignity, 
ſo that they may no more be hurtful ? Indeed, I can ſee no rea- 
fon why God ſhould not be able, by his omnipotence, to effe& 
the one as well as the other. But, what appears to _ * | 
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ang 
hurt nor deſtroy: and the reaſon of this ex- | 
traordinary and wonderful change, immedi- 
ately follows, For the earth ſhall be full wm 
of the knowledge of the Loxp,” “ke... 
Whence it is manifeſt, that univerſal peace, 1 | 
is not only to take place in the days of the 5 
Mefliah, but that the cauſe of that peace 2 
will be, that the whole earth will be filled 
and illuminated with the knowledge of the 
LoRD : that is, that all will know and ac- 


guet in l of — * I have 5 is, be language of | | 
the Prophet, And the lion ſhall eat srzAw like an ox.” „ 
From which, it is plain, that this change of nature in the ra. 
venous animals will be real, and in conſequence thereof, they | 
are to become harmleſs. For it is well known, that all ſuch 
creatures, as are of the granivorous kind, are inoffenſi ve: where - ! 
as, thoſe of the carnivorous kind, are of voracious, cruel, | | 
and ſanguinary diſpoſitions ; for it is the nature of ſuch food, | 
to engender ſuch diſpoſitions: and this I take to be the reaſon, - 1 Tap: 
that when God gave Noah permiſſion to eat flaſh, he ſaid to 5 
him, And ſurely your blood of your lives will I require, 
&c. (Gen. ix. 5.) This admonition, he judged neceſſary, aa 
a curb. to the cruel and ſanguinary inclinations, which might 
probably proceed from their being allowed animal food: and 
for the ſame reaſon, he prohibited the eating of blood, (Gen. 
iv.) as of a yet more pernicious tendency. The Prophet 
therefore, in order to convince us, that the change will be real, 
_ aſſures us, that the lion and other carnivorous animals will / 
eat ſtraw like an ox: and thus, will become as harmleſs and in · 
_ offenſive, as thoſeof the graniyorons kind. - L | | | 


knowledge „ 


But, 155 us now e for 4 a b Ts 
\tacbally/ and attentively examine, whether 
theſe great and glorious promiſes have ever 

yet been fulfilled: if they have, I, as well 
as every rational perſon, muſt fairly acknow. {| 
ledge, that the perſon, by means of "whoſe '} 
appearance, theſe wonderful predictions have 
been accompliſhed, is truly the Meſſiah fore - 
told by the Prophet. If, on the contrary, 
we find that, theſe events have never yet 
taken place at any time in the world, I pre- 
ſume it muſt be clear even to the meaneſt 
capacity, that the true Mefſiah hath” never 
* appeared. _ . % 
That theſe * were not | igll at 
their return from the Babyloniſh eaptivity, 
nor during the exiſtence of the ſecond tem- 
ple, need vip be inſiſted on, as it is ſo obvi- 
ous from both ſacred and profane hiſtory: 
which is a manifeſt proof, that that was not 
the true Redemption, which was. to take |} 
place in the latter days, i. e. at the t time of 1 
the Meſſiah. | 
That the peaceable kin 6 1 che Met | 
ſiah, never had exiſtence, either at, or ſince 
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leaſt acquainted with its hiſtory, from about . 
the end of the third century to the preſent: 

as it contains little elſe but diviſions, perſe- 
cutions, bloodſhed, maſſacres, - &. For 4 
Chriſtians have not only waded through „„ 5 
rents of the blood of Jews, and other infi- 1 
dels, as they are pleaſed to call the poor In- | 
dians, &c. by- perſecuting them with fire 
and ſword, and exerciſing every other cruel- — 
ty upon them: but have perſecuted each 
other, with ſuch wild fury and rancour, as 
is ſcarce credible of nen de formed 
in the image of God. . 

To ſhew that I * not 555 penn of 
falſchood, or miſrepreſentation, by too high 
a colouring of the picture, I ſhall, in ſup- 
port of what I have advanced, produce the 
evidence of Chriſtian writers themſelves, 
and ſuch, as I judge, are allowed to be or- 
thodox; at leaſt of whom, I * never 
heard any thing to the contrary. 

The author of the Apology of Ben Mor- 
decai, ſpeaking of the diviſions among Chrif-- 
tians, obſervext; And it was this diſpute. 


+ Ben Mordecai, page 6. 
. 6 44 that 


j „ Dns zArArzt ons 1 
; <6, bee F 
” um now ſpeaking of, both among us, an ö 
et neral are Polytheiſts dee Th 
« accuſation was firſt begun by Chriſtians 
* themſelves ; by way of excuſe Fo the 
INE dteadful perſecutions they exerciſed againſt 
| one another: which were followed, ne- 


cording to che juſt Judgement of God, by 
the ruin df the Chriſtian churches in 
| EE Afﬀa ; and the introduction of Maho- | 
« metiſm. He farther obſerves+, /< If 
<< ye look into the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, 
« even from the third century; we ſhall 
« find the Chriſtian world to have then had 
4 à very different aſpect from what ome 
5% authors have repreſented: and ſofarfrom 
„ being endued with actiye graces, zeal, and 
2 devotion, and eſtabliſhed within/vitſelf 
« with purity of doctrine, union, and firm I 
« profeſſion of faith; that, on the contrary, 
* Hy the ambition of the clergy, &. they 
cc loſt _ e nen A reli 
* gion.“ 5 yo 1 
Dr. Namen ſpeaking ofthels Giſturbance 
obſerves, of the Chriſtians, 1 wing d 
| + Viles ——_ any: | 
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i the abſtruſeſt niceties into the controver 

they did thereby ſo deſtroy: PEACE; 109, 
« and CHARITY, among them; that they 
« loſt the whole ſubſtance of their religion: 
. and in a manner drove Chriſtianity quite 
«« out of the world: ſo that the Saracent, 
taking advantage of the weakneſs. of 
power, and the diſtractions of councils; 


which theſe diviſions had cauſed; ſoon 


„% gver-ran, with a terrible devaſtation, - all 


the Eaſtern provinces of the Roman em- 855 


« pire; turned every where their Chure 
into Moſques, and their worſhip: into a 


« horrid ſuperſtition; and forced on them 


that abominable impoſture of Mahome- 


< tiſm +.” The unhappy conteſts, which 


«« 1n the fifth century, divided the churches, 

+ particularly in the eaſt 3 occaſioned. da- 
* mages, which Chriſtianity will never be 
* able to recover. Theſe k ſes, viz. of the 


** Neftorians, and Butyehians, partly from 
*« idleneſs and ſuperſtition, and partly from 


the particular grudge, envy, and malice, 


of the Eccleſiaſtics, gave the finiſhing 
© ſtroke to mutual forbearance in matters of 
_ © religion, From that time, there was * 


| + Prideaux's Lyfe of nn 9 
f Oz e ing 


x 


4 
1 


Ws Iss EK TATIoo- WS | 
„ be ſeen in the Baſt, b _ proſerip. 
„„ tions, maſſacres, and rage“. 
He farther obſerves, that ( Eeberiur, a 
19 5 „ Biſkop- of the fifth century, 9 was 
"00 perſecuted for Neftorianiſm, ſays, 1 pas 
„ Oyer in filence the chains, the priſons, t 
4 confiſcations, the marks of infamy, the | 
e rr that call for compaſſion: the 1 
_ *© enormity of which is ſuch, theta 2 1 
„ who had the mis fortune to be wi 4 
*© them, are ſcarce able to believe thaw to 
be true. All theſe tragedies; are matters 
-- 06k ſport to the Biſhops ; among whom, 
* want of bowels paſſes for courage: they 
« call their cruelty, zeal ; and they honor 
1 their cheats and impoſtures with the name 
* of wiſdom. In this unhappy age, mo- 
« naſteries endured ſieges: they came 
„ blows in councils they entered into the 
„ churches with arms; they treated with 
* the utmoſt cruelty all thoſe, that were 
, ſuſpected of favouring opinions, whict 
.* ſcarce any body underſtood t: not even 
'* thoſe who defended them with the _ 
* Reland's Four Treatiſes, page 165 to 169. 
; Etherius Tyanorum Epiſcopus, inter Opera Theodor | 
. ti, Tom. V. page 688. 
IONS, Letter I. Note 4, A 5 
40 ai | 
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on THE > PROPHEGIRS. | 1 
e(s®. | And tr enn 


« obſtinaey and ſtiffne 
« teſts for nen were carried to ſuch 


. 1 at Rome, for the Epiſcopal ſeat, 
by Damaſus, and Urficmus, that there were 

* no leſs than one hundred and thirty-ſeven 

killed in one dayſt. It was on account 


« of theſe diviſions and eruelties, which tore 
the church to pieces, that Gratius ſays, 
Nui legit, &c. He that reads Ecclefiaſti- 
« cal Hiſtory, what does he meet with but 
« the vices of the Biſſiops t. And Amna- 
* aus Marcellinus ſays, No wild beaſts are 
© fo furious againſt men, as the generality 
« of Chriſtians are againſt one another. 


«© Nullus infeftas hominibus beſtias, ut funt fibs 


ec ferales experius d. An inſtance Or two, 


- he obſerves||, of the fury and barbarity of 


_* theſe times, will give a better x notion of 
* them, than to deal in generals.” 
The firſt he produces, is, * that of if Hp 


© 7ia, in the fifth century. She was a wo-. 


* man ſo famous for learning, that ſhe ex- 


« celled in all philoſophy ; and taught i in 


60 the ſchools (which Funn. PINE; ed ;) 


» Reland's 1 Treatiſes, t Sale's 3 554. 
1 Ep. xxii. page 1. | 
. $ Ten nn. W 1 Lib. 22. 


LEE (+) 


105% 'DISSERTATTIO0! 


«; 


_ 


460 


66 


— 


: bi | . * > "5 
w 5 — 1 v i "Wor 
1 1 : 1 
wy a 7 ; +3 
* 


o that "the. had ſcholars out 280 7 
countries, and vras oft with Princes and 
Rulers; and for her modeſty and gravity, | 
vas much eſteemed. Oreftes;""the Go. 


vernor, often talking with her, the prople 
ſaid, it was by Her means that He was 

not reconciled to Cyril. They laid bold 
on her, drew her into a church, ſtripped 
her ſtark- naked, raſed the fkin, and tore 


the fleſh off her body with ſharp! thells} 


till ſhe died. They Og her wy 
„and burned her to aſhes*.” Ex; e 
8 = other inſtance, is that *© of: Prote 


„ Biſhop of - Alexandria x bd thing | 


al the people's rage, got into the Bap- 
* tiſtery, a place reverenced by the Barbari- 
ans and the fierceſt men; but theſe furi- 
- ous people, ſet on by their Biſhop Timo- 
thy, (whom they had choſen) neither re- 


verencing the place, the worſhip, 'the } 


time, (which was Eaſter ;) nor the office 
of prieſthood, did ſtrike the blameleſs 


man, and kill him cruelly, with fix more; 
and dragging his wounded carcaſe every 
where, and cruelly drawing it about 
hes? almoſt all the parts of the . 


0 Baxter's Church Hiſtory, page 055 a | 
27 oC. 


- : * 


o TRE FROPHECIES. 103 
« did mercileſsly beat the ſenſeleſs corpſe; 
« and divided his parts, and ſpared not to 
4 tear his entrails with their teeth, like 
40 dogs; and, caſting the reſt of his body | 
into the fire, they ſcattered his aſhes into 
the wind, tranſcending tlie fiercneſs of 
4 all beaſts: and the architect of this was 
. (their new Biſhop) Timothy . 
He farther obſerves, © In this Bate of 
« confuſion and madneſs among the Chriſ- 
cc. '* Arabia became a ſecure retreat for 
* thoſe who were proſcribed ; and was peo. 
„ pled at nn af) _— 1 of 
RE OG EEE 
HFle then ana Bebe aid lt ie . 
« certain, from Chriſtian and Arabian au- 
_ « thors ; that, before the preaching of Ma- 
«« bomet, the Chriſtian religion was known 
in Arabia, ſeveral tribes. having embraced 
it. The Neftorians, on one fide, whole. 
* communion . formerly all the 
* rough the Northern pro- 
a „ and the followers of Eu- 
<« tychiusand Dieſeurus, ſpreading themſelves 
« in Egypt, Armenia, and Meſopotamia, 
See Binnius, 147, 161. — Baxter 110. 
+ Seo diene Lang + page 9. 
9 - brought 


77 e it. Never in a 8 
„ time, we ſaw all 1 theſe nb nations i 
«* embrace Mahometiſm. To what can w 

I attribute ſo rapid and general a revolution, 
and ſuch ſucceſs to an impoſtute; but 8 
0 the ſcandal occaſioned by the fatal d divifions 
« of Chriſtians, and the proſcriptions' and 

% maſſacres practiſed upon one another“. 

In another place , he ſays, The cauſes; 

« why Chriftianity has been loſt, in ſeveral 
parts where it was once received: and 

«© not received in others, where it has been 
preached; are chiefly theſe two: firſt; 
een, 
« condly, the wickedneſs of its profeſſor. 

| 1. The corruptions of irs doctrines, as 
« Cyril relates, was objected to the Chrifti- 
« ant, by the Emperor Julian, but a few 
« years after the council of Nice, in theſe 
« words: Your adding to that antient 
« dead man FJeſut, many neu dead men, 
10 who. can ſufficiently. abominate * And 


. Reland, page 166, to 169. ; 
255 Ben Mordecai, Letter VIL page des 
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on THE PROPHECMES. | Ef 


5 anni « If Chriftians had adhered to the 
«© precepts: of the Hebrews, they would have 
wor ſhipped one God, inſtead of many: 
<« and not a man, or rather many unhappy 
„ men.” And he accuſes them, that they 
« adored the wood of the \ croſs; making i 
figures of it on their foreheads, and be- 4 
fore their houſes . And in the days f 
« Cyril, we find, that the Virgin Mary was 
called the Queen of Heaven, and the Mo- 
« ther of God; and ſo decreed to be in the 
« councils of Epheſus, and Chalcedon; which 
<« are teſts of Hereſy in England. And Cy- 
« 711 himſelf, who is (aid to have preſided at 
the council of Epheſus, made no ſcruple 
to call her the Complement or Supple- 
« ment of the Holy Trinity: and the Col 
% yridians worſhipped her as a God; and 
ſaid there were two Gods beſides the Fa- 
ther; viz. Cots and the n. Ma- 
(6 ry. 2 
1 And the W Mabemer; not anky 
objects to the Chritrans, that they aſſo- 
768 ciated their Doctors and Monks win 


* Sir Iſaac Newton on the Prophecies, page 7 hs, 
+ Four Treatiſes, page 174. Epiph. H aer. Ixxv, 7. Lib. 

3. Sale's Koran, page 35. | VVV 
Vor. I. „ almighty 


Bo. Diss ERTATIONS © | 5 : 

. A God in their 3 bur be 
e alſo accuſes them of corrupting the doc- 
< trine of the Unity, thefundamental Article 
' «© of all true Religion; by their notions of 

e the Trimty*. And it muſt be confeſſed; 
« that the Chriſtians have at leaſt ſo far ob- 
4% ſcured and unſettled this great truth, by | 
the decrees of their councils ; that many 
© of the learned, both antient and modern, 
4 have been at a loſs to know, whether they | 
«© worſhip one, or three. For, in order to | 
«© maintain the doctrine. of the Divine fe · 
te cundity, as it was ſettled at the council 
* of Nice; we are told, that God is not 
t unicus; (the only God); but only nur, 
0 (one God): that this Unity is of fo tran- 
l. ſcendant a nature, as not to come under 
* number + ; and that God .is not one in 
number, but only in naturef. Other 
40 Chriſtians, on the > other hand, declare, 
oe 1928 


| „See Letters I. 1 #4 „ 
F Allix. Jew. Chap. 12161 . A 
1 Baſil, and Juſtin Martyr. See Letter * page gr. | 
Theſ writers meant to oppoſe the Sabellian notion of one nu- 
merical ſubſtance : by maintaining tree numerical ſubſtances 
of the ſame generical nature: as three men are one in nature, 4 
% though ew ” number.. 1 | 


oN THE PROPHROIBS. 


« that God i is one, both in number, and * 
% nature ; one ene e ſubſtance, conſiſt · 
s ning of the F ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 1 
« which Athanafius and Epiphanius, declare 
to be Sabellianiſm. Others ſay; that 
God is three ſubſtances joined together in- 
« ſeparably by an Emperichore/is ; and that, 
« if it was not for this Emperichorefis, there 
% would he three Gods; and that no one of 
them is God, excluſive of the other two 2: 
(and, if this be true, it muſt follow una- 
% yoidably, that, without this Emperichore= 
« fir, there would be no God at all): and 
« thus the very Being of God, as well as 
his Unity, is ſuppoſed to depend upon 
« we know not what—moſt certainly upon 
« what does not come under our idea of ne- 
«* ceflary exiſtence : and this, we ate told 
«© by the learned, was the doctrine of the 
«\ Nicene council*. But others, in direct 
% oppoſition to this, declare; that every one 
of them is of himſelf both God and 
Lord : which is condemned by Atha- 
% naſius, Bull, Petavius, &c. as being Poly- 
* theiſm. Athanaſius ſays, * We do not ac- 


* Sec Letter I. page 32. 18 | 
I Athan. Creed. ; | 


0 biss rAT IOO 


—— three Hypoſtaſis, divided, or 
66/7 Teparate by themſelves; that we wang and 
% comply with the Pagan Polytheiſm “. 
« And ſome divines have drawn the line of 5 
their orthodoxy ſo nicely, as to aſſert, that g 
de the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are | 
c three, and every one diſtinly God: and |} 
«© yet deny that they are three, and every one 4 
% 4 4. feinet GodfF. T heſe different notions 
« were brought into the Church, at diffe- | 
be rent times; as the Sabellian, Ath, Han, 
Weder  Pſeuds- Athanafian herefies  prevai 
* and are all of them eſtabliſhed gin 
in ſome of the. Chriſtian churches ; 'as if 
cc they were all orthodox, and conſiſtent 
« with one another. The firft, by the 
Council of Lateranf ; and by the ſeconc 
and fourth articles agreed upon at Londen, 
* in 1562; and by the proper preface in 
the communion ſervice for Trinity Sun- 1 
day: the ſecond of them, by making the 
« four firſt general councils the teſts of he- 
* reſy F: and the third, by the Pſeuds- 
* Athangſian Creed: for it ſeems to be a 


See Cudworth, page 614. Bereregs. | 
' See Letter I. page 119. Note 20. : 
8 Blackſtone's Comment. Vol. IV. Page 49, 9e. — 


uso Letter J. age 32. 
POS « ki nd 


o THE. PROPHECIES. | : i 0 


55 kind of infatuation among the Chriſtians, 5 | 
« if it does not proceed from mereccardefſ=  , © - 
« neſs; that there is not one of the Weſ= 
* tern Churches, but what pretends to fol- 1 | 
« Jow the faith of Athanaſius; and yet they, 
« are every one of them condemned by him, Lo 
(in their principles) as Sabellians, and Po- «© 
« hytheiſts.—The confuſion and uncertainty, _ 
„ the Chriſtian's. faith is no leſs; when 
they aſſert, that there are two perſons in 
„ the Godhead, co-equal and co-Eternal- 
„ with the Father; from whom they re- 
<« ceived their exiſtence. For, if they mean- 
« by this, that there are three conſcious Be- 
« ings, co- qual and co-tternal, they muſt 
«« neceſſarily mean three Gods: and, if they 
mean one Supreme God, under three dif- 
« ferent characters, they muſt allow, that 
« the One Supreme God did ſuffer pain and 
death; which is the hereſy of the Patri- 
© paſſiant : and, if they mean unſubſtan- 
« tial characters, or modes of exiſtence, 
« then they muſt hold, that it was a Cha- 
« rater only, and not a real ſubſtantial Be- 
ing, that ſuffered for mankind ; and there 
can be no medium between a real ſub- 
ſtance, and an unſubſtantial character, or 
M mode ; 
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, mode of e and there deſi to 


6 ſpeak as ſome do, of a character WHO. 


« has no meaning in it; and is no language. 
In ſhort, the plain doctrine of the Unity, 


«« viz, that God is One, and C One only, 
which ought to be the firſt article in eve- 


« ry Chriſtian church, has never been main- 


« tained in any one of them, without ſome 


« reſervation or explanation; that has 
« rendered it'as doubttul; as CE it 1 never 


<« been aſſerte 
He farther N ag It is a certain 


« ft, that, while the Chriſtians were em- 
* ployed in perſecuting one another, be- 


* cauſe they could not agree in their enqui- 


« ries into the metaphyſical nature of al- 


ag "Ny God; and tho ſolution of the 


dee Letter I. page 183. Nets 28. where he Pede the 
definition of Maimonides. But as that is only for the Latin 


_ Reader, I have here ſubjoined a correct tranſlation from the 


original Hebrew, in Nn MITT i. e. The conſtitu · 


tions of the fundamentals of the law, Chap. i. ſee. 4. 


This God is One, and not two, or more than two, but One 4 
whoſe Unity is not like that of any other individual that ex · 


iſts in the world: not One in ſpecies, which includes ſeveral 


individuals; nor One in body, which is diviſible into parts and 


extremes; but ſuch an Vuity, that a is not another 1 
- Hike itin the world. 5 


oy Letter VII. page 555. ES 
6c « abore 1 


o TY PROPHECIES. "abt; 2 
re above difficulties, and many others of their | OG 
on invention, which had filled the 

* church with unintelligible and contradie- 
4 tory notions : the Mahometans, by preach= @ — 
e ing up the plain doctrine of the Unity, as 
« it was revealed by Moſes; (that God is 
« One, and One only ;) drew over, mere 
aby the force. of this one plain truth, al- | 
« moſt all Aſia and Africa to the pron 
4 of their Religion. 
6 know, ſays the Author of << Reflex 
ions on Mahometiſm ;” that it is com- 
« monly ſaid, the Religion of Mahomet was 
e eſtabliſhed by force of arms; and doing 
5 violence to people's conſciences. But 
« this violence was not ſuch, as is common- 
„ ly repreſented + ; and was not uſed, for 
te the firſt twelve years; nor till after per- 
s ſuaſion had gained him a ſtrong party to 
«© ſupport his pretenſions. Till that time, 
he propagated his Religion by fair means; 
„ ſo that the whole ſucceſs of his enter. 
ce priſe, before his flight to Medina, muſt be 
attributed, as Mr. Sale obſerves, to per- 
e ſuaſion, and not to compulſion Þ ; agree- 
6 ably to what he declares in the Korar, 


1 Four Treatiſes, page 11. 9 s Koran, 48, 49. 
| —o 66 Ter 
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146 Ler there gin T 
though he afterwards practiſed it, flew: 
ing the example of the Chriſtians 3 who 
uſed the ſame method to propagate, not 
only the Fomioufian doctrine; but  alfb 
the genuine Apoſtolic Faith, which is ge. 


he: 70 "labs in 


nerally miſrepreſented under the name of 
Arianiſin; though held in the Church 


long before Arius was born. -Beſides, we 


find, that ſome Tartarian Princes, in- | 
ſtructed firſt by the Armenians, and after. 
wards by the Monks, embraced the Chrif- 


tian Religion; but in a very little time 
rejected it, and became Mabometans. And, 
in 1246, Pope Innocent IV. ſent an Em. 
baſſay to Bati, Cham of Tartary, inviting 


him to the Chriſtian Religion: but when 


the Cham heard the chief points of the 


Chriſtian Faith, the Trinity, Incarnation, 


Tranſubſtantiation, &c. he thanked the 
Pope for his kindneſs, and promiſed to 
make no incurſion into the Chri/tian coun- 
tries for five years: but withall declared 
+ himſclf- not well fatisfied with Chriſtiani- 
ty, as it was repreſented to him : and im- 
| mediately after, the Saracens. ſent a like 


$ Sale's Koran. e ü. pa gecs 0t Þþ 
” " Ko 


8 o THE N e 113 
« him e de as 5 more plauäble e 
ſect; and theſe prevailed: Bam, and the 
Whole nation of the Tartars,' ſubmitting 
to Mabometiſin; in which they continue 
<< to this day. And Mr. Morgan, in his 
« hiſtory. of Barbany, makes the ſame ob- 
“ ſervation with regard to the Africans; 
that they were not reduced from Paga- 
nin, by mere force of arms; but be- 
cauſe they liked the meaſures taken by the 


** Saracens to make them relinquiſh their „ 
« idolatry, better than any arguments the 


* Chriſtians could invent : and there can 
de no wonder at this, when we conſider, 
that the Chri/tians were guilty of idolatry - 
** themſelves. . I will not here queſtion, 
„ ſays Mr. Mede, whether the Chriſtian or 
% Mabometan be the greateridolator.z though 
the doubt, might ſoon be reſolved: ſeeing 
it is well known that the Hane. 
« worſhip no images. 
% 2d. Another reaſon, who, Chriſtianity 
5 hath been loſt in ſeveral parts Ae. 
| + Unit. Tracts, Vol. II. page 19. 


; Morgan's Hiſtory of Barbary, page 146, 159, _ 8 . 5 N 
7; Joſ. Mede's Works, page 795 . _ 
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ere it was once received; and 1 not 1 Te- 


4 ceived in others where it was preached; is 


e the-wickedneſs of the Chriſtians, and r I 


_ 4 continual. 'animoſities and perſecutions, | 
And fo in Africa we are told, by good 
authority, that the Chriſtians owed their | 
ruin to themſel ves: and what made the 
African Moors ſo paſſive, and ready to fall! 
„ in with the Mabometans, was the hope "of | 
„ ridding themſelves of their greateſt eye. 
d fore; the imperious, , impiouſly vicious, 
e infatiably avaritious, and conſequently, 
6 inſufferably tyrannical Chriſtians}. And 


* even, with regard to perſecution, for con- 


"08 ſcience ſake, the ſame ſcene of abomina- 
„ tion, which began in Alia, was ated over 
1 again in Africa, with the ſame ſucceſs. 


« The authority of perſecuting to blood, 
« was procured from the Emperor Honorius; 


« by four Biſhops ſent from Carthage to that 
«purpoſe, A. C. 410. And his Edits, 
* comprehended all Diſſenters, who de- 


« parted ever ſo little, ve levi arguments, 


« few” the eſtabliſhed. Ka Thus the 


60 Chriſtians murthered one + 


+ Morgan, as above. 
$ Sir Jſaac Newton on berate page o_ 


: 66 An : 
4 ben 
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= of opinion; and were fave ay 2 
40 puniſhed for all their 8 by | 


« the juſt judgement of GG 
4 Euſebius conſiders the perſecution un- 


« der Diochefian, in that light. Socrates, 
_ « ſpeaking of . the firſt perſecution of the 
% Novatians at Rome by Pope Innocent, ob- 
00 ſerves, that at the ſame inſtant the Gotbe 
invaded Italy, and became the lords of 


« all. And, about ſeventeen years after the 
. Biſhops of Carthage had procured the per- 


«<q ſecuting edicts from Honorius, the coun- 
«6 try was invaded by the Yandals, under Gen- 


« ſeric ; where the Chriſtians had more than 
** ſcyen hundred Biſhopricks; and above 


a five millions of men were deſtroyed : fo 


that Procopius obſerves, it was next to a 


« miracle to ſee a man. And afterwards, 


* when the Saracens became maſters of 
« Africa, they aſſerted the ſame power over 


the conſciences of Chriſtians, which the 
_ © Chriſtians with no more right or juſtice 


% had exerciſed before over one. another ; 
„and thoſe who would not immediately 


i become Mahometans, were either killed or 


e baniſhed. And indeed, with what ap- 
get r of reaſon could it be expected; 
3 2 ON * that 
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« that the juſt judgements of G6 a 


% hut the deſdlation of whole Provinces,” 
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© fall upon the Heathens, for per 5 
the Chriſtians ; and yet that , 1 0 AL 

* ſhould eſcape them, when' they t 

ed one another? When any ig TR * 
pened unfortunately at Rome, in the PAY 


4 of Nero, &c. the immediate cry was, to : 


wn burn the Chr; ian: and did not the Chrif * 
tian: act upon the very fame principle, 

« when Neftorius declared to the Emperor 
Theodeffus ; clear me the Earth of Herr- 
ticks; and I will in return give you the 
Kingdom of Heaven: affift me to de. 
troy the Hereticks ; and T will affift you 
to deftroy the Perfians? And what was 


« the confequence of this diabolical _ 


« tice afterwards, in the days of  Fuftinian 


And a late writer obferves|], a ing 
has given the world more offence." -and 
cauſe of ſtumbling, than the Jars, contra- | 
' ditions, wrangling, and diviſions, among 
thoſe who profeſs to be the diſciples of 


« Chrift, except it be their ſcandalous lives 4 
10 and converſations : theſe two” things, ta 


1 Wincheſter's LeQures on the Prophecies, Seat. "Ill 


| . bor” ak Hl 19 7 


OY 3 


« then, in all ages, from becoming met. 


„ bers of the Chriſtian church. And what 
« has abundantly made the matter worle;, - 


« inſtead of mending it, has been the into- 


« lerant ſpirit” which has prevailed among 
all ſets, filling them with wrath and ha- 


6 
« tred againſt thoſe who differ from thetn 
4 and which has frequently cauſed heit 
4 not only to hate, but to perſecute and to 
« kill each other. Animoſities betweeh n mi- 
4 niſters. - diviſions in churches: hat 
« of one ſect againſt another,” riſing" 0 5 per. 
44 ſecution, even to death. Land the wicked 


4 lives of moſt profeſſors of religion in all 
« countries 2 — all theſe things 'conjoined, 


% have given ſuch a fataF blow to Chriſtia- 
„ nity in the world, that it never oan reco 
< ver till Jeſus comes 95% 4” 

From the ſpecimens here prod 


from all hiſtory, that Chriſtianity cannot be 


the Peaceable kingdom of the Meſſiah, as 


foretold by the Prophet. But, need we the 
rer of gr do in proof of this ? Have 


on THE PROPHEOTES, th 


bees bp he 5 
perſecutions, diviſions, animoſities, and the ; 
intolerant ſpirit of Chriſtians,” it is clear 


oy a. 
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any honeſt impartial erſon lay his hand o 
His heart, and declare that, the known world 
at preſent enjoys ſuch univerſal peace? Sure. 
_ ly, Not! On the contrary, do we not find; | 
that war, with all its concomitant horrors, | 
_ rages at this inſtant*, in the moſt dreadful 
85 manner between ſeveral powerful ſtates, and 
V which, if not ſoon put an end to, by the in- 
| terpoſition of Providence, will probably i in- 
Vvolve all Europe in the ſame calamity} ? But, 
5 can we in reaſon, expect the effect, when the 
cauſe has not yet taken place? Certainly 
not. And as the Prophet has ne, in 
language as plain as words can expreſs, that 
the cauſe of this univerſal peace will be, 
that, the earth will be full of the know- 
ledge of the LoRD, as the waters that cover 
the dephths of the ſea,” as already mention- 
ed, page 92—95. it is neceſſary that we 
enquire, whether ſuch univerſal knowledge 
| hathever yet been poured on ALL the earth: 
for, unleſs we can aſcertain the exiſtence of 
the cauſe, it is in vain to look for the effect. 
Now, I think, it muſt appear clear to 
every perſon, the leaſt converſant in Hiſtory, 
that the cauſe at no time, ever yet exiſted: 


The year 1792. f Since writing che — 
aQtually deen the confognency þ To : 


ON EY PROPHECTES. ng. 


for all the world hath never yet been brought 
to the true knowledge of the Loxd. On 
the contrary, almoſt the greateſt part FC 
mankind, are as yet ignorant of the true 
knowledge of JEHOVAH : for they are 
either plunged into groſs and ſtupid idolatry, 
or miſerably torn and divided into various 


factions and opinions concerning the plura- 
© lity of perſons in the Godhead, as may be 


{cen in the preceding pages: and it would 
be the height of madneſs to look for the ef- 
fect without the exiſtence of the' cauſe. 


From all which, it is manifeſt that, the 
peaceable kingdom of the Meſſiah, as fore- 


told by the Prophet, hath never exiſted: but 


is moſt certainly to take place, at the com- 
ing of the true Meſſiah, as may be clearly 
perceived Tree: the conditions ubore f peci- 


fied. 
That Jeſus conkd not be ay Meſſi ah, 


whoſe peaceable kingdom is here predicted 


by the Prophet, may be fully evinced from 


the words of Jeſus himſelf. Matth. x. 21. 
For having given them their miſſion, and 


foreſeeing the effects of it; namely, that 


ſome would believe, and others would not - 
he lays, « And the brother ſhall deliver up 


«© the 


— % 


WE 2 DISSERTATLONS, | 
2 anne to death: and de he er tl 
= « child: and the children ſhall. rife. « 
| 2 againſt their parents, and. cauſe, then. to. 
+ *. he put to'death.” . This, is, ha dread 
(4 ful and which, may eably ae : 


5 
* 
8 


3 


„„ 5 n in the. nar vers ud | 


\ 


„ «name's, fake,” No 2 6 55 en £1 } 
| . 9. by. their. preaching, babe 
wle hani eene s. 

5 = In verſe 34, he fag, . ; 
| 4 am come t to ſend. PIE © on cart 5 


So came : to 7 a man | At. rarignee againſt hi 
ok 7 father, a and the. daughter: ag; los 
85 TE "46 ther, and-che daughter-i In. WA 


„ 4. mother-in-law, Andjg | 
* be, they: of his un houſchold?....I 
Luke Xil. 49. Jy 5 lays, © I am come to ſend 
„FIRE on the earth, and what, will. I, if it 
9 be already kindled? In 5; bon 


4 


; ene Suppoſe ye that hom, 
| 1 Paige MN; goth; Lolly „ 


1 
1 
* 


WEA 


—— db cn 


x *ð ͤ 2 Rv. 
— eo — — 
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„ ee e „ 1 
« father ſhall be divided. 


—— 2 —ͤ—„—ũ0.Z l 24 Ct ochre — — 
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the mother 


1 the pee oak is daughter 
-mother-in-law 
her daughter-in-law, and the 


** againſt the mother: the 


1 ee ee. againſt her mother- in- 


% Jaw.” Now, what can theſe words of 


Jeſus mean but this? - You, ſays he, ſpeak- 


ing to his diſciples, &c. ſuppoſe, according 
; to the Prophets, that the Meſſiah's kingdom 


is to be a peaceable one, (as they actually did, 


r © mene 


you muſt not e xpec 


from giving peace, chat eee 1 . 
an eee, in &c. If 8 


0 ovale: men.” an heavenly _ of Fig 
gels, at his birth, x | 0 C claimec ta 3 | 


a few ignorant ſhepherds. (Lake ii. 14.) 


« If, (as a Chriſtian author obſerves *) he 
40 came to promote diſſention, fire, and the 


e ſword, of which the world had enough 
6 before, he himſel mſelf had deceived many, 


* Obſervations on the four Goſpels, page 55. 


Vol. IJ. R 66 by 


„ ty plainly, 


« peace on earth, ard: good wil 


© {Av 


ET * 
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. i e thinned |mankdiader: but ee 
5 therworld/ with-thelþlodd oßfat Rr m. 

te therb brothers; ſiſtersʒ / ang chil! ?: 
| ts dren; undef᷑ pretente of kindieſs for theit 
ul oda; as k. orie unk Den, ande 
gad id ſeems; fat thedingpiqustfbllowergat | 

te God, Whom they priclaimegtheGad |! 
diof peace (Had the devil imſelſ chem i 
Viecdreligiom to! deceive manikanti;:He could | 
Lx not-hdyeuiolarted a york perniciouerteſhet? | 
: 7 Bheſe horrid ſcenes; painted. by a-faithfol ! 
<< hand, muſt /plantid:dagger .vathedheartof 


homepage! ; . Fþis, plainly : ſhes that 


| fuck dogripe could SALE: Amen eaten 1 


pane vecupinerſad ev 6 odelig = 1 
The cighth, condition-4s, haf the natians. | 
will all repair] te thel Meſfiahg can borden t? 
ſubmit to;his autherity,cand he inſtructedh : 
him ; agreeable to, what. the Prophet daſs, 
(verke-19th,).5 And cit; ſhall icpmesto gab 
in that day, the,xaot fi Jeſſe. hall ſtand ia ſor 
an enſigni to; the. people x1 to him ſſiall ch 

nations ſeek, and his reſt ſhall bel glerious.. 
LS +1 *. Ons, Which ſtandrche e ® {| 


20 


ow THE! PROPHEDIES, , 


Here the \Prophet-ihſotmd-ad, iedirichy nds 
tions will all ſeek the Meſſiah; ind order do „ 
ſudmit to his government, and inſtrubn: 


aebording'to what the Plopffct atio dschre 


dd eiſo where of the Meſſiah, K * UntilÞ>ke 


hath flrrly ſeated judgement” in the EürtfH; 
and the diſtant natives Ihalli enrneſtly woait - - 


for his law. 1:!PhedBrophet! therefore obe 
| ſerves; thatchisireſt)ſhdll}bb>gloriodsnothat 
is, 'accordmplitoitheridiang>bf the Hebrew, 

his Reſt will-bechis glory + igel his ploty | 
wilt not procerd fromhis:beidg a Warrior 

and performiggi great feats in battle, us ãs the 
eur other Tings W m e 
joy in his: days 3 nnn | 
his quiet and ptaceakle Jilpolition;? and 


which willdbe/ diffuſed over all the word 
wm de tlie vauſt df his glory But, artis 


condition; hatly de ver yet been abebm pliſſi- 


| —— eontinuandt of the:ſtcond! tem- 
ple nor yet in tlie perſdm of Jeſus; accord» 
ing to the account we bart uf him, in the 
l 5 anifeſt, tliat the 
e ſpokenoof-by the ove 
oi bus 2 af md 4. 
100 R 2 1 5 | the 
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Ne Teſtament of Jeſus, as prove 
' yond all diſpute, that he "could 1 not be be 


ven is at hand,” But which hath never yet 


ter of the Meſſiah, that in 
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es, 
lc nh 13 . 1 


For, 1 


| aer of the bw are very 2. 


and form ſuch a contraſt in the character of 
the Meſſiah, onde is recorded inthe 
5 


perſon here predicted: for the words of the 


Prophet, are clear, and _— en IM 


SHALL THE NATIONS SEEK, &c Thus, 


it is plain, chat the nee ton aig. 


not he the nations, by his going about teach- 
ing, and prongs ins ae out twelve 


apoſtles ; . and ; them to go, |! 
and * preach, e tha kingdom of hea. | 


een accompliſhed. No! wha 
is ja mentioned by the Prophet: and in truth, 


there will be no neceſſity for it i as by vir · 


tue of the true knowledge of the Loxp, 
which will then be diffuſed over the whole 
earth, as above mentioned, they will all be 
ſo fully informed of the perſon/and-charac- | 
nſequence | 
thereof they, of their own accord, will all | 
ſeek him, his * and inſtruction; 
. vichout _ 


” FS Fo 
5 pf : 
OS ig 50 
4 * 


dent, is ſuch an exalted character of the 
Meſiah, as no one that has ever yet appear- 
ed, can juſtly lay claim to; conſequently, 


this prophecy, in all its force, remains to be 5 


fulfilled in the perſon of the true Meſſiah. 
The ninth condition; which is to charac- 

terize the Meſſiah, is, that he will gather the 

outcaſts of Iſrael; and collect the diſperſed 


of Judah, from the four extremities of the 


earth : whom he will form into one king- 


om, and reign over, (and which perfect. 


ly coincides with what the Prophet Eze- 
kiel ſays, Chap. xxxvii. verſe 21ſt to 24th. 
as will be ſhewn at large, when we come to 


treat of that Prophecy). And therefore, the 
Prophet fays, verſe 11th. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, that the Lox ſhall 
again put forth his hand the ſecond time, to 


recover the remnant of his people, which 
ſhall remain, from Aſſyria, and from Egypt, 
and from Pathros, and from Cuſh, and from 
Elam, and from Shinear, and from Hamath; 
and from the iſles of the ſea. © And he ſhall 


| lift up a fignal to the nations, and he ſhall = 
gather the outcaſts of Iſrael, and the diſperſed | 


of 
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| culars : * and which, o eminent gdjRinguiſh 
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dah ſhall he no more: Bphraim fall nöt be 
jealous of Judah and Judah ſhall not be at 
enmity with Ephraim. But they ſhall an- 
vade * tlie borders of the Philiſtinewwelt 1 
ward ; together ſhall they ſpoil the children 
of che eaſt ::0n-Edom and Noah ey 0 
nd; eee q 
ſhall gbeyithem:!'- +2 bn abe 1 

On this paſſage, it is neceſſary to obſetie, 
P irt. at the. P e I „ I 


5 es en Bere Sad theiw Lehen 
from Babylon, was not a perfect fedemptionz 


but only a flight / viſitation, as I have already 
obſervetl in my anſwerd to Dr. Prieſtley 
Firſt Letters to the Jews: page 41tq@&co:But 


the future Redemption willi he entnely;don- 


formable.to that of Egyps.,ineveyirelpedts 


* - i x 


with a che five Holle wing ad 


the Redemption from Egypt, frombhe e 
af: n von b 1. Fr 3 795 TY nngi 8 qu Al 1 


N 

2 

#4 * = . 

+ ſl 948 
%; 


o Aar elerhzefz s. be | 


The firt'is, that at the Redemption from 
Egypt, * the whole nation was redeemed 720 | 
remained: bart tfieir return 
from Babylon, all the twelve tribes did not 
return, Le ng few that Welt up from 
Babylon, £25 465 ntioned page 40. bas ig 
Second, Rather Redemption from 
Beypt, they were delivered from the môſt 
druel Wenge to che en joynbeftt of "abÞlitts : 
freedom: but this was not the e Lat theit 
return from Babylon; as they remained in 
almoſt” continual ſubjection, either te to the 
Perſians, Greeks, or Rete as mentioned 
page 4. FCC 
Third, When ey went 
Egypt, they attained the higheſt i itual fe- 
lieity, by having the ark of the covenant; 
the ſpirit of prophecy, the Urim and 
Thumim, and the fire from heaven, beſtowy- 
ed upon them: but in the ſecond temple, 
all theſe things were wanting, as mentioned 
page 42. See alſo my anſwer to Dr. Prieſt. 
n Letters to the Jews, page 46, Ke. 
Fourth, at their Redemption from Egypt, YT 
a number of great and ſtupendous miracles 
were wrought amongſt them; but on their 
| Fes rene? 3 agg: during the conti- 
nuance 
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were of the tribe of Judah, as David and | 


| the poſterity of David, and the. root of 
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| Fifth, When they. my ET 4 
Kane, d e Cont tbe | 


Solomon, and their poſterity... But during | 
the ſecond temple, there was no king of the 
tribe of Judah, or the houſe of N 


mentioned page 75, 76. e 
All which, is a manifeſt x . ths the 


return from Babylon, had not the leaſt ſem- 


blance, to the Redemption from Egypt. But 
the future Redemption by the Meſſiah, will 3 


fully reſemble it in every inſtance: for then, 
all the tribes will be gathered together; and 


they will be entirely free from ſubjection; 


the ſpirit of prophecy, and the holy things, : | 


will be reſtored to them ; miracles will again 
be performed amongſt them: and one from 


Jeſſe, will reign over them. And, as the fu- 
ture Redemption, will thus ſtrictly reſemble 
that of Egypt, the Prophet very juſtly calls 
it, the ſecand time: and which, is alſo a ma» | 


a. 


he Chriſtian preiters; prete 


remnant — his/people, bse lech Piaiwb l 
' thoſe only who had been already once before oY 
redeemed by God, could be the ſubject of the 1 


tivity, and are at this preſent time, diſperſed 


that, alliche-Prophegies whink-dperk bfn 
coming ef this Malllaly.lakerrefllccation nant 


ſenſe, as the generality of Chr 


prophecy : and who are they, but the tem- F 
poral Iſrael, who have been carried into ca- 


into the four extremities of the earth; and 
not the ſpiritual Iſrael, as eee We © 
pleaſed to call themſelves. | t 01 2711 

And, here, I muſt once for. all all, obſerve 


redemption of the nation, are to be under - | 
ſtood, in the moſt plain, bvious. 2 ; 
ſenſe, and not in a ſpiritual and myſtical 


to explain them. For can any thing be 
more abſurd, than to explain the Prophecies 
which foretell the calamity which is to be- 5 


fall them, in a literal ſenſe; and thoſe which 


ſpeak of their future felicity, in a ſpiritual ; 


and myſtical ſenſe ; ; ſurely not. And it is 


not a little pleaſant, to obſerve, Fares | 
21 e . il 


q LY 
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Hott: eee, wile 1 
| ling to grant us the entire, and-yndifturbed | 
puſſeſſion of all the evils foretold us; which | 
indeed, we have fully experienced; for up- 
wards: of ſeventeen hundred years ; whilſt ? 
hey, with equal generoſity, apply to thems | 
. all the glorious promiſes, which, wich 
equal certainty, predict our future happinel; 
in the latter days. This, is kind indeed} 
and for which, I am' ſorry to ſay, our nation 
in general, and myſelf in particular, are hot 
quite ſo thankful, as perhaps might be ex. 
_ pectedof us: for Truth, divine Truth ! ſteps 
in, and prevents our acceptance of theſe ap- 
plicationga, by teaching us, that as all the 
prophecies of our future Reſtoration, ate ſo 
_ clear, and ſo generally accompany,” or allude 
to. our paſt: and preſent misfortunes; it 
is morally impoible to apply them 0 any | 
other perſons, but ſuch as have ſuffered the 
misfortunes fo forctold; This, is — 
I vd from the words of the 198 


. . an al N 4 3 ; that 1 
the eee Ee the Mefſiah, are |} 
E 
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to be underſtood in their moſt literal and ob- ES 
vious ſenſe, and that of courſe, the. good 
they promiſe is temporal; yet, nevertheleſs, 
contend, that theſe glorious promiſes are to 
| be fulfilled at the ſecond. coming of Jeſus, 
| when he is to reign a thouſand years. on 
earth with the ſaints: I muſt obſerve, that 
for this, they have no authority from the 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament. Nay, I 
am confident, they cannot produce one fin» = 
gle, clear, unequivocal prophecy. from the 
Old Teſtament, which foretells a two-fold 
eoming of one and the ſame perſon as the 
Meſſiah; and that, too, at the diſtance of 
| ſuch a number of years as have already 
clapſed from the-ſuppoſed period of his be- 
ing on earth; whence it is manifeſt, * 
the whole ſcheme of the Millenium, is | 
mere chimera, an ignis fatuus; —_— 
ſtanding all the. noiſe e 
| been made about it. TR | 
Aces be, N l N s Chriſ. 
tian writer of great note“, it was only 
hatched, in order to bring over the Jews to 
embrace Chriſtianity : for he obſerves, . A 
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La Katers, is ee to ” je 
* TIE them into deſpair. People ſeldom 

will attend to a' harſh and unn 5 
4 ee, and the mind that has nothing ts ; 
5% hope is eaſily diſcouraged. It 4s a mote 
«ſure and acceptable method, to tell them 


of the ſecond coming of the ſon of Gol, | 
Co than of the firſt, becauſe that 


which is 
0 paſt, has afforded them nothing but n 
« and ſhame. The ſecond muſt be glorious, | 
« and procure wonderful proſperity” to the 
ce *church. The Jews muſt have their ſhare. 

« in it as well as we; why then 10uld they 
«© not be flattered with fo pleaſing! an Expec- 
4. tation, and ſo agreeable to their preju- 
4 dices? Under this view it has been: ate 
«tempted to demonſtrate, by the explication 
«© of the Prophecies, that the ſecotid coming 
* of the Meſſiah is at hand. There are wy 

*« thirty-five years to oome of che 1200 


Q De Mes abe adrentu Dir. dn: contr „. 
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o -THE rrorntents 
mentionec by Daniele; ; and if we reckon 
. 2 years, after the manner of the Chal. 
« deans, as Daniel: did, who lived in this 
<- country; this: N muſt be «ccompliſie# 
i the ve 17% cn oils dont » 
He farther even «©; This A aps 


«« pears ſo. much the more neceſſary, as that N 


<« without it the Prophecies of the Old Teſ- 


« tament are imagined to be falſe and delu- 


. ſive. Let them tell us, in ſhort, ſays afa- 
„ mous Author f. What are the bleflings 
che Jewidls nation have received from the 
«« Meſſiah. For near two thouſand: years 
ki this miſerable nation has been ſcattered . 
“ oyer the earth. It is the off-ſcouring, the 
**: curſe, the refuſe of the world; and it 
« groans under a long and cruel captivity. 
So that this will happen; the day of judge-' 
* ment will come, and the Jews will periſh 


in their miſeries! If this be ſo, certainly 


all the prophecies are deluſions. The 
„Holy Spirit has deceived this nation; all 
« the oracles are falſe, and God has fed 


them with vain hopes; for it would be 


- * So much for the Chriſtians fallacious calculation of the 
1260 aa 3 nd wh aj perf wala with tha ee. 155 


catioo of the ſeventy weeks. 
. 888 * Tom. n. page 205, 206, 05. 
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« mocking God and ourſelvet ue wy," Tha 
0 theſe promiſes were accompliſhed in that 
„ ſmall number of Jews that were converts | 


13+ 


4 d to Ch 


. ſuch wretched — a tore 1 
* only ſerved to found a miſerable 


« and ſect, which: they call Bahar and | 


% Nazarenes, It will be ſaid, doubtleſs, 
That the Jews ſhall find theſe great pro- 
- Gp mite Weer. 5 their 1 und 

e t hm fda 10 


tr of we f 
„ Chriſtianity, chat the Jews ſhill'be re- | 
* called. It is promiſed in a thouſand pro- 
« phecics, ſome of which we have quoted 


the miraculous manner of God's preſery- 


de ing this nation, in my mind is an invin- 5 


"+ 


«© unprecedented and incomprehe 3 
* thing, that God, for two thouſand' years 1 
* ſhould preſerve” this people diſperſed | 
1. among the other nations, without leum- 


4 cible proof of it. 9 fine, it is an 


ing their manners, their religions and cuſ- | 


„ ple. This clearly demonſtr; 
* preſerves them for ſome great deſign. But 


«toms, as is uſual with all diſperſed peo- 
28, that God 


66 e. e this, hgh, the art” | 
60 


ON: THE - PROPHEOCIES. ' 3g 


be converted immediately after 


«© the world comes, and they ſhall neither 5 
4 poſſeſs in themſelves; nor in their poſte- 


« rity, the glorious advantages that are pro- 


1 miſed thern, how ſhall they ſee the effect 
nt of ſo many Prophe- 


1 cies: ed een millions of Jew- 


« ith ſouls, that have been loſt in the ſpace 


5 of ſeventeen hundred years; a ſmall num- 
c ber only of this people ſhall be faved in 
« the laſt years of the world. In the name 


« of God, is this ſufficient to fill up the 
«. great ideas that are raiſed in them by the 


« mighty promiſes to their nation? More - 


over, it muſt be obſerved, that the Me- 


„ ſiah belongs to the Jews; that he was 


7? promiſed to the Jews ; that this nation, | 
«« from its infancy, has been fed with the 


hopes of this Meſſiah's coming, as of an 
% happineſs, ſo great as could not be ex- 


e and this nation, inſtead of the accom- _ 


* pliſhment of theſe great promiiſes, ſees its 


* temple burnt, its capital city razed, its 
* worſhip. aboliſhed, its children diſperſed 
<< over all the univerſe, and made the exe- 
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No | + { this Meſſiah, the glory of. he 3 
& « brings them nothing but ſhame and con- 1 
4 fuſion, and infinite miſeries, ſuch as have 1 
8 no example in all the reſt of the world. ; 
« For. all thei eir recompence, ſome thouſand 1 
, Jews ſhall be found at the. end of the 


6 world, who ſhall be converted, and ſhall 


«not be damned. I muſt own, that I un- 
«© deritand nothing of the conduct of God 


« and his oracles, if this be: ſo.” A time 
« then muſt come, which: ſhall-be'thie- reign 


& of the Meſſiah and the Jews, in which, 
. this nation ſhall be exalted, as has been 


40 « promiſed. above all the nations, and it 


« ſhall reign by its ſaints, its Prophets and 


— 


«© Apoſtles. For otherwiſe, I atm bold to 
* ſay, That all the prophecies mate to this 


«« people were deluſive, and were only given 
them for a ſnare.. i 21:52 bo 220od 
Such, then, i is the Chon of the-Milleni- 


- um, on which 1 ſhall only obſerve, that it 


fully eſtabliſhes my poſition, viz. that the 


pProphecies which foretell our good, are al 


temporal, as were thoſe which denguncel 
our puniſhment; and of oourſe belong to one f 


| and the fame people: for they acknowledge, 
| Firſt, That otherwiſe. the prophecies of | 
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ON THE. PROPHECIES. 7 
the Old Teſtament, would be falſe and al- 
ſive. F 

- Second; That we abs alia no' WY 
fi from the Meſſiah, ſaid to be already come. 
Third, That theſe 'prophecies were not 
accompliſhed by the Jewiſh converts to 1 

Chriſtianity, in the time of Jeſus and the * 1 
apoſtles ; for their number was ſo ſmall and 
inſignificant, that as the author abovemen- 
tioned juſtly obſerves, they only ſerved to 
found a miſerable hereſy, and which fully 
confirms what I have obſerved in my ſecond 

Letters to Dr. Prieſtley, on the little effect 
which the miſſion of Jeſus wrought on the 

Jewiſh nation in general: and, as TI _ | 
ly acknowledge, 

Fourth, That the Meſſiah i to ds 
Jews, it muſt aſtoniſh every impartial, can- 

did, and liberal mind, when it conſiders, 

| how inefficacious his appearance was to 

them. For it is clear from all Hiſtory, that 

he was ſo far from being endued with the 
power of beſtowing on them the good they 
had juſt reaſon to expect from the Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament, by accompliſh- 
ing the great promiſes made to them; that 
they on the contrary a few years after, ac- 
Von. I. 1 
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And ee We erg is a — 


MF number of Chriſtian writers being fully 


1 the Millenium, in order to ſooth the Jews, 


all theſe, without exception, the [Prophet 


ben gs 


that he could not be the Meſſiah. Of this, . 1 


„ formed the ridiculous ſeheme of 


and win them to Chriſtianity, by holding out 
tis glotious condition ml the rand nnn 


. there is not the leaſt roundation in 


the prophecies of the Old Teſcament. 


---Second, That God will redeem the 0 


nation, as already mentioned: for by the out- 
caſts of Iſrael, he meant the ten tribes 


called the kingdom of Iſrael, who were all 
caſt out together to one place, and did not 


Judah and Benjamin, whom he calls the 
diſperſed of Judah; becauſe, they are diſ- 
perſed in the four extremities of the earth: 


obſerves, the Loan will collect and gather 
together. He alſo informs us of the ſtrict 
union of the nation, which is then to take 


% 2 
1 Ee x0 place; 
» : : 4 
F * 8 : 
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place ; ſo that there will be no more jealou- 
iy, or enmity amongſt them, as thero was 
| heretofore, on account of the diviſion of the 
kingdom: for it was that which was the 
cauſe of jealouſy on the one part, and enmi- 
ty on the other: but as they will all be 
united and formed into one kingdom under 
one Prince*, their jealouſy and enmity will 
ceaſe of courſe; and being thus united, will 
invade the borders of the Philiſtines, {pail 
the children of the caſt, and finally ſubdue 
Edom, Moab, and Ammon: for, theſe arg 
| Properly the Kenite, Kenizzite, and Kadmo- _ 
nite, which were promiſed to Abraham, but 
whoſe country the children of Iſrael did not 
inherit, when they came Out of Egypt, As 
mentioned in the prophecy of Balaam; but 
which they will poſſeſs at the coming of the 
Meſſiah: and which is a manifeſt proof that 
this condition has never yet been accom- 
pliſhed: for the nation, has never ſince the 
diviſion of the kingdom under Rehoboam, 
been thus united, nor have they poſſeſſed the = 
land of Edom, dane d Moab, as 
thewn at large page 5. 5 
2 this condition remains 0 ve fulfills, | 
e. ri . "204-7 
— { . 
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is acknowledged by ſome of the moſt emi. | 


nent learned Chriſtian divines: and Doctor 


Lowth, Biſhop of London, in particular, i in 
his notes to his New Tranſlation of Iſaiah, | 
obſerves, on verſe 11—16, of chapter xi. 
This part of the chapter contains a pro- 
«© phecy, which certainly remains yet to be 
«« accompliſhed. See Lowth on the place.” | 
From all which, it is manifeſt, that this 
condition was not accompliſhed-by Jeſus; | 

and who therefore, of courſe, - could not be 


chapter, by the appellation of à rod that wa; 
to ſpring from the flem of TFeſſe, and the cin 
from his roots that was to become fruitful : and 
which plainly ſhews the fallacy of the 
Biſhop's ſcheme, and that of Chriſtians in 
general ; for as they all apply this chapter 
to the Meſſiah, and at the ſame time are 
fully ſenſible that it was not fulfilled . i in the 
perſon of Jeſus; they, of noceſſity, are 

obliged to have recourſe to the ſpiritualizin 


 fcheme ; and as the Biſhop expreſſes himſelf, 


denotes, * a diſplay of the ſpiritual deliver- | 


ance of God's people by the Meſſiah. ” And I 
which he founds, (as I ſuppoſe all other 


— Ebriſtians do) on _ a " St. Paul, 
Rene 


hav: 


or k ernie  _ - 
| Romans xv. 2.* But the abſurdity of 'thi 
ſcheme of ſpiritual deliverance, Ttruſt, hath | 
been ſoclearly and ſatisfactorily demonſtrated, 
by what I have above advanced concerning 
the temporal bleflings of the Meſſiah, as to 
render any farther diſcuſſion of the fabjet 
ſuperfluous. I cannot however, by any 
means, omit taking notice of the words of 
the Prophet ; I mean the expreſſion, In 5 
that day. For, if there is any meaning in 
language, in that day, certainly means, at 
that time; i. e. the time of the Meſſiah, as 
is allowed on all hands: and as they ac- 
| knowledge that this very part of the chap- 
ter contains a prophecy that remains to be 
accompliſhed ; itis clear, that it was not ful- 
filled in the perſon of Jeſus ; of courſe, it is 15 
manifeſt, even by their own confeſſion, that 
Although this very citation of Paul's from Iſaiah, on the 
authority of which, the Biſhop ſeems to found his ſcheme, is. 
not agreeable either to the Hebrew, the preſent Engliſh ver- 
ſion, or even the Biſhop's new tranſlation, but only to that of 
the LXX. which plainly ſhews that but little reliance ought 
to be placed on it. I ſhall not at preſent however, enlarge on 
this ſubje& ; becauſe I apprehend, that many of the quotations 
of the Apoſtles from the Old Teſtament, (in ſome of which, 


| they have been rather unlucky) will naturally come under re- 
view in the en "ou of this me | | 
| * 
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\The tenth condition is, that at the coming | 
| of the Meſſiah, the Supreme, Being will by | 
his means work a miracle, exactly reſembling | 


the diviſion of the Red Sea by Moſes : as in q 


verſe 1 5th. 66 And the Lox po will utterly 
deſtroy the tongue of the Egyptian ſea; and 
he ſhall ſhake his hand over the river wit! 
. vehement wind; and he ſhall ftrike i itinto 
ſeven ſtreams, and e them paſs over dry 
| ſhod. And, there ſhall be an high-way for 

the remnant of his people, which ſhall re- 
main from Aſſyria; as it was unto Iſrael, in 4 
the day when he came up from the, land of | 
Egypt.” The prophet here informs us of | 
two important events that are to take place 
at the coming of the Meſſiah ah, and the reſto- I 


ration of the Jews. * irſt, that God would | 


utterly deſtroy the tongue of the Egyptian 
ſea; This is a very oppoſite and deſcriptive 
_ expreſſion for ſuch a river as the Nile; the 


deſtruction of which, will be a great puniſh- 


ment to the Egyptians, as the fertility of } 
Egypt depends upon its overflow.” Second, 
2 the expreſſion he ſhall ſhake his handover | 
the river, is meant the river Euphrates; ; fo 


- 


off THE eaorurelns 2 5 
chat it will be divided into ſeven ftreams, 
forming ſeven paths or high-ways "W thoſe 
that remain from Aſſyria, in the ſame 
manner, as the children of Iſrael went 
through the Red Sea, when they came out of 
Egypt. And the reaſon that the Prophet 
makes mention of Aſſyria only, without tak - 
ing notice of any of the other kingdoms or 
nations, where they have been carried cap · 
tive, is, that in this paſſage, he ſpeaks parti- 
cularly of the return of the ten tribes, 
who were carried away by Aſſyria, and placed 
in Halah I, and Habor, &c. beyond the Eu- 
phrates. And therefore, God will divide 
that river, that on their return they may paſs 
over dry ſhod. But this miracle it muſt be 
acknowledged, hath at no time whatever yet 
taken place; not at their return from the Ba- 
byloniſh captivity, for nothing like it came 
to paſs at that time; neither was any thing 
of the kind ever effected by Jeſus: ſo that it 
is manifeſt, he could not be the perſon by 
whom, or in whoſe time, this e was to 
be accomplithes;”” 8 5 
The Prophet chen obſerves, that at the 
time of che reſtoration and falvation, Ifrael | 
+ See2 Kings xvii. 6, !!! "TONE 


will 15 


. 518 8 K ER/TA 110 * 9 8 4 
will offer thanks unto the Lon... Chap. | 
xii. 1. And in that day thou halt . „ 
I Will give thanks unto thee, 0 Loxp; for 
though thou haſt been angry with me, thine 
_ is turned away, and thou haſt comforted | 
For according to the length of the | 
515 Eh (ſays the nation) I might have 
thought that my hope was cut off; and mine 
enemies actually told me ſo: therefore, now 
that thou haſt redeemed me, Iwill give thanks, 
and praiſe thy name; for though thou haſt 
been angry with me, yet is thine anger now 
turned away, and thou haſt comforted me, 
And though when the nation came out of | 
Egypt, they were in fear of the purſuit of the 
_ Egyptians : the Prophet obſerves this f 
| future redemption, this will not the * 1 
but on the contrary, they will ſay, ** Behold, | 
God is my falvation: I will truſt, and will not 
be afraid. And as Moſes and the children 
of Iſrael, in their ſong at dhe Red Sea, ſaid, 
« The Loxp is my ſtrength, and my ſong,” 
&c. the Prophet informs us that at the fu- 
ture redemption, Iſrael will alſo fay, © For 
the Loxp is my ſtrength and my ſong: and 
he is become my falvation.”” For as the fu - 
ture mae Rag is called the ſecond time, in 


regard 


21 
AS. 25 


1 


it in every e 1 ae ant) it is 
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t that they ſhould fing the ſime ſong, which 


they ſung at their departure and deliverance 
from thence. An the children of Iſrael 
their redemption 1 from Egypt. received the 
Lan, the Prophet obſerves, And 8 al 
water with 5 joy from the fountains of 
Galvation.” That is, ye will not then re- 
ceive a new Law, as when ye came forth 
from Egypt, but ye ſhall. draw water ink | 
the fountains of falvtion: ye will be fully 
inſtructed in the law which as 
Props and other virtuous ine who 


aptly ae it, ——— a LG 
e01 The Prophet then in verſe Ah. 


| whe return from eaptiv 
plalm, as was FOOL by Dayid for the 
purpoſe of bringing up of the ark* of God, 
ſaying, in that day ye ſhall ſay, O give 
thanks unto the Lon p; call upon his name; 

make known his mighty deeds" So the 
are if . n 
Mel. I. = = 5 


e een, the ame 


. DISSERTATIONS | * Py 7 1 
we ought to ſing that ſong, becau ay ought | 
0, *Record, how highly his name vent | 
55 1 Ho- highly his name Was en ted by 3 
che mouth. of the Prophets ben thy | 

brought up the ark of God: and as e wil! 

. alfo now Fe the ark and the divine pte- 

8 ſince among you, it is proper that ye, © Sing 
1 - . the Lokn: for he has wrought a ſtupeh- 
1 Ane his is made manifeſt in all the 4 
earth.” For by reaſon of the general be- 
demption that will then take place, it will 
be made known in all the earth, as aboy 
mentioned, chap. ii. verſe ad. And all 
nations ſhall flow unto it. 80 that it will | 


66 Gep! ud We ſhout Rs 46,0 
1 tecls af Zion ; for git in he miht ofthe 

| mins ot en Ifrael.” —— 5 h, he , 
| will alt — to ö — 4 
JEHOVAH'; becauſe his divine” 1 | 


_ with dwell in the midſt ef em; 


then we mag truly fay, the glory. of the lt | 


> 88 ; 

55 > 
2 T 

7 


ter houſe will; [de grate than, that of . 1 
"Thus, bass Lexplained this great and in- V 
1 the ten condi- 
tions that are to chatacterize the perſon of 
the Meſſiah, and the time of his appearances — _ 
and which, I preſume, have been clearly and 15 
ſatisfactorily proved never yet to have been 
accompliſhed : of courſe, it is manifeſt, that +. 
they muſt Dame hem % 
che coming of the true Meſah. EE 
The third Prophecy is contained in be 
eighteenth chapter. | 
Before I enter upon the a 
F 0 ola : 
connection it has with the preceding one's 
as that contains, . burden of Dramen | 
| e Nie news: wi * | 

This is one of the moſt obſcure prophe-._ 
cies in the whole book of Iſaiah. Theſub- | 
ject of it, che end and defign of it, the peo 
ple to whom it is addreſſed, the hiſtory to 
which it belongs, the perſon who ſends tue 
meſſengers, and the nation to whom the „ 

meſſengers are ſent; ate all obſcure and 8 
doubtful.” But if we duly conſider the lan- 
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— 1 = of A, xvii.” At the 
| kalen of evening, behold tenor! before 
morning,. he is no more! This is the 
tion of | thoſe that ſpoil us; and hs 16t * 
thoſe that plunder us.” Now, as the Pig-- 
phet has in this verſe forcibly depicted be 
aeſtruction of Sennacherib and his nume 
. _  rous hoſt, it is very properly conneſted with 
that under conſideration, becauſe Coch, 

all the country bnd cha rivers of Cuſh, 

were antiently, as the learned Abarbanal . 
ſerves; part of dhe empire of Sens 

the Prophet therefore, by this connedtion 
informs us, that the deſtruction of Sent» 
cherib will be ſo well known in the 

to the remoteſt period of time, that 
e Redemption of the Jews ſhall take plate, 
alͤand thoſe nations hear of their Grain; 


ay wal inſtantly 7. end ambaſſadors to * 


* 2 1 


50 
; 2 
Fe 
ſee” . 


kt with them, Stig N 


cherib. This being ptemiſed, we ſhall pro- 


dard t to "_ e 3 the 1 it- 


oh 1 5 112 wel 


belt. 
e. Hol to . at” ſhadowing 1 


G0 ve 
ed and peeled: to a people terrible fre 
day forward; a nation ſtrong in faith, though 


it ſhould happen to them, as it did to Senna- 
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wings, arr ths. rivers 1 n 7 e . 


8 e weilt 1 to a nation as 3 
on that 


trodden "ww, whoſe land the rivers: have 


ſpoiled.” The prophecy now” begins to un- 
fold wy to us: for here, we have an ac- 


count of thoſe who ſend' the meſſengers, and 2 


© The reaſon that the Prophet calls i the land hndoming 8 
with wings, appears to me, to be either on account of the 
great number of trees which grew'on the banks of the great 


rivers there, as Abarbanal obſerves ; and thus alſo the veſſels of 


reeds or canes which anſwer to the Indian canoes, &c. Or as 


Jonathan explains it in his paraphraſe 1yDb2 n5 e RY" 
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hn Am. A country unto which they come in ſhips from 


a diſtant land, and their fails are ſpread as the eagle that 


flieth with its te wings, which | is on the 1 fide of ther rivers 7 
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Fn ow 1 1 TH RTA TION: „ 1 
l anc e a more e ee 915 f 
thing cannot be given, than is this of be 
* Jewiſh nation: for what nation hath been ſo 
ſcattered and peeled as the Jews, whoſe land f 
hath been ſpoiled by the rivers ? a beau tif) | 
figure to denote the different Monarchies 
which at different times have bad dominion 1 


_ reaſon of the great and ſtupendous miracles 
| that will be wrought in their favour ; chen 
reſtoration after ſo many hundred years of 


Lon dp, and they ſhall be afraid of ther 
Deut. xxviii. 10. And the Pr p 
ther deſcribes the praiſe of the nation, by 
ſaying, A nation ſtrong in faith, though, 
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over them and their country: but who: are 


to become terrible from the coming of the 
Meſſiah; for the proper ſenſe of R N D ac. 


cording to the idiom of the Hebre 


, Where 


99 the eihpſis i is ſo frequently obliged to be ſups 


plied, is, as if written an pyb en that | 
day i. e. the time of the Mefſhah : ſor by 


degradation and perſecution ; their glory and 
exaltation ; they will ak terrible o all 


other nations; agreeable to what Moſes 


fays, ** And all the people of the earth ſhall 
ſee that thou art called by the name of ihe 


” 


het Gill fur- 


by 
5 
* 0 3 
; . 5 1 
5 4 
. * 2 
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W ms. whoſe land the rivers bas. 


1 wlll don 
ſpoiled. * þ 


" Notnltfaditi all his er e 0 : 
| have ſuffered, and the different conquerors to 


whom they and their land have been ſubject, 


they yet nevertheleſs, always ſtedfaſtly hoped | 
for the ſalvation of the Lox p: and I am con- 


fident, that a ſtronger picture of the con- 


ſtancy of the nation, for which they are al- 
moſt proverbial, and are therefore called 'by 
Chriſtians, blind, and obſtinate, cannot be 
drawn ; for notwithſtanding they have been 
impoſed upon by ſeveral impoſtors, or falſe 
Meſſiahs, and have on that account ſuffered - 


the moſt dreadful perſecutions and maſſacres, 
yet, have they never fwerved from the hope 


of ſeeing the Lok p's falvation, i. e. the com- - 


ing of the true Meſſiah: for which reaſon, 
| they are alſo very properly called, «* Priſon- 


ers of hope.” (Zech. ix. 12.) Becauſe, in 
the captivity, they are as priſoners who con- 
tinually hope to be releaſed. All which, is 
a manifeſt proof of the truth of the expla- | 
nation here given: for Iam clearly of opi-. 
nion that p p here uſed by the Prophet, is 


derived from the verb p te hope r and is 
uſed in the tame ſenſe as, dam ne p 


And | 
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ad he LY that: it ſhouts bring forth } 
grapes. (16. v. 2 2.) G 3 And c | 
is is perfectly conſiſtent. with! 5 1 i 4 
nation ſtrong in faith, &c. as above e“ 
bas The Prophet than proceeds, verſe d. 
Vea, all ye that inhabit the world, and 
that dwell on the earth, when the ſtandard is 
lifted up on the mountains, behold! an 
when the trumpet is ſounded, hear!” 3 
Prophet here informs us, that this movement] | 
(the end and purport of which, We | 
acquain ted with in verſe 7th) will not be be- 
vond the rivers of Cuſh only; but Will us 
take place in all parts of the world, When 
the Loxp ſhall lift up his ſtandard, and 
cauſe his trumpet to be heard; and which 
perfectly ' coincides with what the Prophet 
ſays, chap. ii. verſe 2d. and 3d. . «And ijt 
ſhall come to pals in the latter days,” Kc. | 
And with what the Prophet Zephaniah lays, } 
For I will then turn the people® to a pe 
language , that they thall all of them call | 
upon the name of the Lok p, 40 ſerve lim 1 
with one conſeat. . From. beyond the rivers 1 
of Cuſh, Atharee, and the penny ap TY | 
* Heb. „ * Lip | 


wing din a * « At that 1 ume, 
ie the-ſolf ame event as that prophe - 
niah z and that the offering 

chat Iv aka brought, is the ſame in both. 
places : viz, the nation of the Jews from all 


8 n 5 have been ſcattered. 


is ee, hoon all over the world : 
for it is not to be ſuppoſed that this — af 
_ underſtood in a literal: ſenſe: becauſe, it is 
rcely credible that ſuch an event can ever 
take place, viz. that a ſtandard ſhould. wy 
| lifted up, anda trumpet ſounded, that ſhould 
be ſeen and heard in every part of the globe. 
And which I ſuppoſe, led Biſhop Lowth to 
remark on this paſſage, I take God to be 
the agent in this verſe; and that by the 
Standard and the Trumpet are meant the 
meteors, the thunder, the lightning, the 
ſtorm, the earthquake, and tempeſt, by 
which Senacherib $ army ſhall be ns. 
Vor. J. X (Touth'e 
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: ca be farther From: the" true! enſe of thi 
. obſerves on this cod 8 of the Bich x ons; * 

- It is more probable. that the verſe 'hath-no 
relation to thoſe circumſtances,” ' This * 
deed, is the real ſtate of the matter, and 

that not of this verſe only, but of the Whole 
chapter: for great part of his tranſlation, | 
and the whole of the comment on this po. , 

phecy, is wild, diſtorted, unconne | 

5 disjointed, on account of its ippoſed my f 
ſcurity ; at the ſame time that the bot ö 
the pure Hebrew is wreſted (to accommo f 

date it to his ſyſtem) to the Chaldee and 

Syriac: ſo that a real Hebraiſk, erfe 
. acquainted with the idiom and f 

of the prophetic language, who is able W 
enter into the true ſpirit of the prophecy, 

can ſcarcely forbear ſmiling, to ſee hat pains | 

| hath been taken, to render that unintelligible, | 

"that in itſelf is not ſo: as may be clẽ 
perceived, by a due attention to the explana- f 

tion here given: and according to Which, 
the real ſenſe of the prophecy, denotes 1 the wy 
*A new 'Tranflation of Iſaiah, with ſup Jementary | 

to thoſe of Dr, Lowth, by a Layman, . I 
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ection of the dead, which is to take | 
place, at ths, coming of the Meſſiah: for 
that is the ſtandard that is to be ſeen, and | 
the trumpet that is to be heard: for by the 
ſight of thoſe who riſe, and the report which 
they will make of the truth of Revelation, 
and the Unity of God, &c. all mankind will be 
brought to the true knowledge of the Loꝝ d. 
And, as the reſurrection will be univerſal, i Ho 
all parts of the globe, the Prophet ſays, 
« All ye that inhabit the world, and that 
dwell on the earth,” &c. He then ſpeaks of 
his own reſurrection, - by . obſerving, -<* For 
thus hath the Loxp ſaid unto me, I ſhall be 
at reſt, and look towards my habitation: 
For by the expreſſion 20 me, the Prophet 
meant himſelf : as it properly denotes the 
ſame, as concerning me. And here the Pro- 
phet informs us, God had told him, that he 
ſhould die and be at reſt from the turbulence 
and violence of this world; for death is, 
properly ſpeaking, true reſt ; and therefore 
Job, ſpeaking of death, ſaid, For now 1 
ſhould have lain ſtill, and been quiet. (Job, 
iii. 13.) But that after his death, he ſhould 
look towards his habitation ; that is, his bo- 
. for af Fo is the habitation of the 
F 


* * but this union, he i 


% Like the clear e rain, M. clon 
of dew in the | 


its effects are highly beneficial to the vege- 


receive the pure heat of the meridian ſun 
and with equal benefit. By this metaphor, 


in another place, (Iſai. xxvi. 19.) ep 


the reſurrection be (but * an infinitely 
greater degree) to mankind in general: 1 

by which figure, he alſe ſeetrs to allude 
: the mode of * reſurrection. . 
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i wende of the time of the e 1. 


not be as the natural union of the fout: wy 
body in infants, who are obliged: to be rear 
ed, and taught, &c. but that it Will be 


the ſun is Ger a pure er a gane rain, 


table world: by which he acquaints us, that 
the body, which is the patient, will be in ss 
fit a ſtate to receive the ſoul, Which is the 
agent, as the earth after a gentle rain, is to 


he has given us to underſtand, that man will 
then riſe in a perfect ſtate. ee rophet 


the reſurrection to dew, he here obſerves, 
« Like a cloud of dew in the heat ef har- 
veſt.” And as the diſtillation of weden 
muſt be very beneficial, and highly ac | 
ble in that warm ſeaſon of the year 10 will 
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tion, abate e- — ſaid, „For 


| behold, the day cometh, which ſhall burn as | 


2 furnace, &c. But unto you that fear my 
name, ſhall the ſun of rightouſneſs ariſe with 
healing i in hag wings.” Which ſun of righ- - 
ſs, is to conſume the wicked, and 
bring ration to the juſt. He then in- 


the Reſurrection, is to take place, in theſe 
words, For before the harveſt, when the 
bud is perfeRing, and the bloſſom is becom- 
deſtruction of the world, while the Jewith « 
| „in me and before Hind en | 
cy eee their enemies and pgs | 
pear ; which he aptly — the ble. 
ſom becoming a ſwelling, (or more properly, | 
ripening) grape: for the participle 998 is 
derived from the Radix 5503, v0 reward: io 


that the real meaning of the expreflion is, 
2 be Grallowed 


forms us, when this ſtupendous miracle of 
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cut off the ſhoots with pruning hooks, and 
the branches he ſhall cut down, and 72 


rapacious birds of the mountains, and uy & 
_ wild beaſts of the earth; and the rapaciqus 


= 


elſewhere v, And they ſhall go forth/and 
ſhall fee, the carcaſes of the men, who te- 
belled againſt me: for their worm ſhall not 
die, and their fire ſnall not be quenched ; -and 
they ſhall be an abhorrence to all fleſh.” 


wicked, and thoſe who were their enemies 


vernment will be totally annihilated: and 
they be left to the rapacious birds and beaſts, 


be caſt abroad upon the face 


and perſecutors, he obſerves, He 


away. They ſhall be left toge 


birds ſhall abhor it; and _ wild worſt 4 
the earth ſhall deſpiſe itt e off 
By this figure, is eee the en 
ſtruction of the wicked, both high an low, 
rich and poor: ſo that their power and go- 


who will alſo loath them: ſo that they wi 
face of the earth: 1 


agreeable to mharabis. Prophet hath declare 


Thus, will all the birds and beaſts on ** 
of the extraordinary ſtench and corrupti 


ty from, and loath them. emed il 


* Chap, bn. ver. 24. 
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remain upon the earth as a ſtanding monu- | 


ment of God's juſtice and u Tor 
their enormous crimes. t 


And, as the reſurrection will be pads : 


at, or near the reſtoration of the nation, the 


Prophet ſays, At that time ſhall a gift be 
brought to the Lox D of Hoſts.” For this 


refers to the Land ſhadowing with wings 
mentioned verſe 1ſt; for it is from thence 
that the preſent is to be brought: and he far- 
ther informs us, what the preſent is, that is 
to be brought, · A nation ſcattered and peal- 
ed; and of a nation terrible from that day 
forward; a nation ſtrong in faith, though 
trodden down, whoſe land the rivers have 
ſpoiled : to the place of the name of the 


LoxD of. Hoſts, to Mount Zion. For it 


is-there, that the glory of the Lord of Hoſts 
will be- manifeſted ; as the Prophet ſays, 


(Chap. ii. ver. ad, and g th.) O houſe of ja- 


cob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of 
the Lonp. And as he hath ſaid elſewhere, 


And they ſhall bring all yonr brethren 
from all the nations, for an oblation to 2 4 


Lonp.“ (Chap. Ixvi. ver. zacth). 


This explanation of the ey ft at once 
removes all the obſcurity, and other diffieul- 
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66% 'DISSER TATION 1 
1 Biſhop eee, * 3 
in it; ſo that the whole, appears regular ang | 
connected, not only with itſelf, n with 43 
the three laſt verſes of the preceding chap. |} 
ter, which contains Mee of 
raſron, and the ſudden overthrow: af og 
cherib, as I have above ſhewn, and which 
the Biſhop himſelf acknawledges;: for i in 
his notes on theſe three verſe he bſerves, 

The laſt verſes of this chapter ſeem 
have no relation to the going Trepe 
* aug 5 bil th! ack bus i 
any connection with what follows: whether 

it ſtands in its right place, or not, I er 
ſay. It is a noble deſcriptiot of the ſom 
able invaſion, and of the ſudden overtht 
of Senacherib: which is intimated inthe | 
ſtrongeſt terms and the moſt exp » > þ 
ae ; exactly ſuitable to the event. 
From the words of the Biſligp lin vot⸗ 
ed, it is clear, that he acknowledges, 
theſe verſes, deſcribe the invaſion and over- 
throw of Senecharib ; and which is all the 
uſe I intended to make of itz," far if this is I 
allowed, their connection with the prophecy | 
under conſideration, will appear ph 


— — —— 
— 1 8 
3 „ nee = 


q f R 
pr 
I n 
3 | j 
” | \ 

x U 

* 

by 


Sv 


5 1 ES i" 


however help obſerying, that by thus. e 


bor if theſe verſes have no. donn 
what follows, (e he obſerves) hom in the 
name of goodneſs, con henpply the prophe- 


and trumpet denote the meteor, the. thuny 


me, and I truſt ta evety candid and impar- 


Ihave no only to obſerve, that, accards 


the end and purpo 
neyer yet been fulfilled, either at their vetunn 
from the Babyloniſn captivity. 
coming of Jeſus : for hittary, do 
form us, that at any time ſuch an u 


ſal reſurrection took. W lee | that 
You, 4, © 4 ha in 


hi own bypothelis: 3 


2 — he obſerves that the. ſiandard 


the cc. hy which Senache 
rib's army ſhall hedeſtroyed. ., And that the 
of He rem, the (Egyptians: to, Heeekjah; 5 
the miraculous. deliverance f tha kingdam — 
by the deſtruction of the Aſſyrian army. To 


tial mind, it muſt appear truly inexplicable. 


ing to my explication, it is manifeſt; that 
; of the prophecy, ha | 


or at the. 
t in- 


Ant PROPHBEIDS | „ 
unaffected; and vin fully gfablich dhe truth | 
of my;;poſuion, heyond, diqpute. Lene 
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- ing of th! true Meſſiah. + THO 905 A le 4 
The fourth Prophecy conmerices at 6 3 


oP 


| 46th. . chap. * xxivth. and is contintied to 
verſe'6th of chap.'xxvi. in which, the Pro. 
phet meant to inform us firſt} of tlie reſts. 
ration of the nation: and by f the m 
which he uſbers it in, ſeems, as if he faid, 
II ſee it, but not now; I view it, but it | 
not near a From che uber mlt po of the 1 
earth.” Towards the end of the ord, in 
the latter days, the nations will tay, «We 
have heard ſongs, Glory to the "rightedus." 
To the righteous nation, and the true Mel. 
ch. But if ye aſt me, (ſays he) when this 
will be, I cannot tell ye; For I fay 
a ſecret with me: it is a ſecret Will me; * 
agreeable to what Moſes ſaid, (Deut. Xi. 


— 


34.) and as was ſaid to Datiiel, 16 
But, e S the Prophet) th er nee 
form you of, that before the i 
 Galvation' wilt take Place, g Tt 


ON THE. PRO! 4 
afflictions - ill 
= Waden, e eee e 2! Medins. . 
| ho deſtrayed the nation, and tie 
i _— theſe will again be de- 
„ A8 he. caſe of . | 


7 „ Vea, the een Woe —— conti- 5 
nue their cruel depredations. And he far- 

ther informs us, ſecondly, that [thoſe Who 5 
tion of the nation, will: all e „ 
reward, as he ſays, verſe: 1yth. The ter- 

ror, the pit, and the ſnare; are upon thee, 0 

| inhabitant of the land: And it ſhall be, that 

whoſo fleech from terror, he ſhall fall into 
the pit; and whoſo eſcapeth from the pit; 
he ſhall be taken in the ſnate. And all 
this (he obſerves) will be, by the immediate 
interpoſition of Divine Providence. For 

the flood gates from on high are opened; 
and the foundations of the earth trembleꝰꝛ 
The land is grievouſſy broken; the land is 
utterly ſhattered to pieces; the land is vio- 
lently moved out of her place; the land 
reeleth to and fro like a drunkard, and ſhall 
be veee, lodge for a night; for her 
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will ſummon on High the hoſt: that 1 0 
high; and on earth the kings of the earth? 
And they ſhall be gathered together, who 
ate bound in the pit, and 'cloſely*imprif6ned 
in priſon: and after many days they ſhall be 
vifited. And the moon ſhall be con ound» 
ed, and the ſun ſhall de for 
Lone of hoſts ſhall reign, on Monet hen 
and in Jeruſalem: and before his ant 
ſhalt be glory.“ By the ſublithe 
nnen 2 i 
that i9 to rake place in the work at nt 
tanto 
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on TE "propiract! % 
ration ef the ews, who are ow. 45 pol 
ſoners bound in the priſon of captivity* and 
who ate to be viſited, after many days, and 
gathered together: When all falle'worthip, 
whether of che heavenly" bodies, heroes, or 
dead men, is wholly to ceaſe; becauſe the 
Loxp alone will be King over all the earth; 
zyreeable to what the Prophet ſays elſe- 
where®, And the pride of man mall bow 
down; and the height of mortals ſhall be 
humbled ; and the Lox p alone ſhall be ex- 
alted in that day: and the idols ſhall totally 
diſappear, when they ſhall all go into ca- 
verns, &c.' But, before his/antients'thall 
be glory; that is, the antients of his people 
Ifract,” nN ww. tent N other 
The Props hang that en d 
future reſtoration of the nation, the puniſh- 
ment of their enemies, and tlie total ſubver- 
hon of all falſe worſhip, breaks out in rap- 
turous exclamation, O Lox D] thou art 
my God: Iwill exalt thee: I will praiſe thy 
name: for thou | haſt effected wonder fu 
things; counſels of old time, promiſes im- 
e n In this 3 the F e 
| „ tes. K % 16, 11 | 
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een a 
which is, the puniſhment; of the e 


the city an heap: the ſtrong fo 


remain of the nations will by , thoſe-thi 
be brought to the true faith, he obſe „ 
verſe 3d. © Therefore ſhall the fierce people 


will then not only ſee the accompliſhmentof f 


alſo find, that the preſervation of the Jewiſh | 
nation, during ſo long and dreadf 


the Jews as in verſe ad. Forthow haſ mak 


a ruin: the palace of the proud ones, that 
ſhall be no moge n city 3. chat it call gener 
be built up again. And, as thoſe 


glorify thee; the city of the forr ni able na- 
tions , ſhall fear |thee.” Thoſe, Who. 
been ſo fierce and cruel to the nation, wil! 
then glorify and praiſe the Lok p; for: as | 


their own puniſhment, as foretold, but will 


vity, was fully verified, as pre dicted - by 
n 1 F or Tov haſt been a defence 
. 5 to 


\viovntafrs. _ Y 


exdy/in his diſtreſs : 4 refuge 


ww ſtorm; « ſhadow from the hat: when 
the blaſt of the formidable räges Uke a Win- 


orm.“ In this verſe, the Prophet 


: Sabi ue notwithſtanding | all the furious 


rage of the moſt powerful nations was di- 
rected againſt this people, yet, God ſhielded 


and protected them in ſuch an extraordinary 
manner, that they were not able, by any 


means whatever, to deſtroy them, although 


they earneſtly ſought it : : but for which; God 


would nevertheleis puniſh them ſeverely; as 3 as 
he ſays, verſes 5th and'6th. As the heat 
in a parched land, the tumult of the proud 


ſhalt thou bring low ; as the heat by a thick 


cloud, the triumph of the formidable ſhall | 
be humbled. For the Lox God of Hoſts 
ſhall make; for all the people x, i in this moun- 
tain, a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wine on 
the lees: of delicacies exquiſitely | rich, of 
wines on the lees perfectly refined. ” The 
Prophet here informs us, that the puniſgj- 
ment of the nations will be on the holy 
mountain, agreeable to what the Prophet 
Obadiah ſays- T, . For as ye have drunken 


upon my holy ue all the nations 


»Heb. Peoples. t Obad.i. 16. 


round 


: W gw Prog "ohh 7th. 54; 
mountain hall he Kane, ee 


3 chat - was s end: over all. the nation 

. By the covering and iche veil, he clear 

points. to the erroneous doctrines and opi- 

. nions, which have been maintained 2 

culcated by the different nations, in * 

tion to the true word of God: and which |} 

operated as a covering or veil, and prevents | 

dd their ſeeing the light of truth. But this 

covering will be deftroyed ; for (as I h 

already obſerved) by the reſtoration! of, the - 

nation, &c. they will all be ro ght we | 

| knowledge of the one true God. 

5 lle then proceeds to inform us of „ 

; happineſs of the nation, at their rel 
as And he will utterly, deſtroy. death- | 

ever.” That i is, all violent death; Ah a 

the nation had ſuffered from their enemies 

during this long and dreadful captivity: and | 

thereby, > The Loxp God * det => 7 


2 Heb, Peoples, |, 2517 ä 
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Us tear off from all faces; and the,reproach 
of his people ſhall. he remove from off the, 
whole earth; for the Loxp hath ſpoken "4 
| For on the reſtoration of the nation, the re- 
_ proach caſt upon them by. Chriſtians, &c.. . 
that the Lox had caſt them off, and made 
choice of the Gentiles, inſtead of them, will 
be entirely removed: and the conſequence 
of this great and glorious change will be, 
that, In that day, the nation will ſay: 
Behold, this i is our God; we have truſted 
in him, and he hath faved us: this i is JEH0= 
YAH: we have truſted in him; we will re- 
joice, and triumph in his ſalvation,” :' This 
is our God: our living and ever exiſting 
God, in whom we truſted, in ſpite of the 
numerous dreadful afflictions heaped upon 
us by our enemies for our conſtancy; but 
we ſtill perſevered: we truſted in his great 
name ; and he hath not deceived us ; for he 
hath ſaved us, and cauſed us to rejoice in his 
ſalvation. He then continues his deſcription 
of the puniſhment of the nations, and the 
ſalvation of Iſrael. * For the hand of the 
Lok p ſhall. reſt upon this mountain: and 
Moab ſhall be threſhed in his place, as the 


ſtraw is threſhed for the en And he ſhall 


Vor. I. 5 ſtretch | 


eſtabliſh ſalvation for its wa 
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ſttet rout his bands in the midftthe reof, 4b 1 
chat fwimmeth, fretche h ont his hands w 
ſwim: andhe ſhall bring down err pride with 
the fudden pripe'of his hands; And che bil. | 
watk of thy high walls ſhallhelayTow:'hethutt | 
| bring them down to the ground ; he ſhall  } 
ky them in the duft.” In this manner, the 
Prophet thews the dreadful deſtruction that 
is to come on the nations in the latter days; 
- for it is not only Moab that is to be thes 
; deſtroyed, but alſo all thoſe who'oppreſſed 
the nation; but the Prophet "mentions | 
Moab, as being one of thoſe, of wholegrat | 
pride he had already ſpoken'*; and WhO wa 
Aſo one of the nations that were to be finally 
ſubdued by the Jews in the days of the 
Meſſiah: and therefore, having ſhewn their 
utter deſtruction, he, in chapter xxvith, in- 
forms us, that the very reverſe will be he 
caſe of the Jews at that time: for, „ In 
chat day ſhall this ſong be ſung in the land 
of Judah; we have a ſtrong ay; Cad will 

and bulwurks; 
Open ye the gates, and let che Tighteous na- 
tion, conſtant in the truth, enter. Thou 
| ſhalt N in perpetual mew I 


Cn. wis. 


on THE. PROPMECISS. , 223, 
whoſe mind is ſtayed. on thee,. becauſe they 
bave truſted in thee.” And as the Pro | 
in theſe/ words, has ſhewn that their future | 
| happineſs will in a great meaſure be owing 

to their truſt and confidence in Divine, Pro- 
vidence ; he admoniſhes them to be cateſul 
to continue ſtedfaſt in that conduct, and to 
put their ſole truſt in God, by faying, 
 « Truſt ye in the Lord for ever; for in the 
Lazy is never-failing protection. For, 
« He hath humbled thoſe that dwell on 
| high; the lofty city, he hath brought down: 
he hath brought her down to the ground : 

he hath levelled her with the duſt. The foot 


| ſhall crample upon her: the feet of the poor, 


the ſteps of the needy,” For God will not 
only puniſh all thoſe who perſecuted his 
_ choſen people, but will alſo ſubject them to 
them: and which is what the Prophet means 


by ſaying, that the feet of the poor, and the 


| ſteps of the needy, ſhall trample upon the 
proud city, &c, for the Jewiſh nation, it is 


ack nowledged on all hands, is well Known 


by that appellation, as being the outcaſts 


upon earth, not having any country of their 


own, From all which, I preſume, it is ma- 


nifeſt, that the promiſes contained in this = | 


2 . 


R 


oof "DreeenrTaATIONs'® 
> Prophecy, viz. the reſtoration” and happineſs 
of the nation, after a long ſeries of miisfor- 5 
tunes; and the puniſhment of theit ene- 8 
mies, hath never been fulfilled by Jeſus; of 
courſe, he could not be the Meſſiah as Fon 
told by the e tes, who was to ede 
19850 theſe things. 
Before I quit this Phoplhecy;/1 1 F one 
obſervation to make; which is, that Biſhop 
| Lowth, in his notes on the xxvth chapter of 
Ifaiah, obſerves, © It doth not appear tome, 
that this chapter hath any cloſe and particu. 
lar connexion with the chapter immediately 
preceding, taken ſeparately and by itſelf. 
The ſubje & of that was the deſolation of the 
land of Iſrael and Judah, by the juſt judg- 
ment of God, for the wickedneſs and diſo- 
bedience of the people: which taken by it- 
ſelf, ſeems not, with any propriety, to intro-. 
duce a hymn of thankſgiving to God for his 
mercies to his people in delivering them 
from their enemies.” But this remark 
of the Biſhop's, plainly ſhews that, he did 
not underſtand the prophecy, neither was 
he able to enter into the ſpirit of the lan- 
| guage of the Prophet: for, according to 
the real ſenſe of it, as here explained, there 
1 . RR 


ON THE PROPHECERS. ny 


is a very cloſe and particular connexion be- 


tween the latter part of the xxivth chapter, 
and the xxvth. For what can be more na- 


tural, than for the Prophet to introduce a 


hymn of thankſgiving to God, for the reſ- 


toration of his people, and the puniſhment 
of their enemies. Indeed, nothing could be 
introduced with greater propriety; than ſuch 


an hymn, which praiſes God for the accom- 
pliſhment of Prophecies delivered ſo many 
centuries back, that he very” juſtly calls 


them, © counſels of old time. No won= 


der then, when he, in a prophetic viſion, 
ſaw the accom pliſhment of theſe prophe- 


cies, he ſhould break out in rapturous praiſe | 


to God for the ſame. - This, I think, is fo 
manifeſt, that any thing more ſaid in ſup- 


port of it, P e pans hee. 


ous. 


The fifth Prophecy, commences verſe 2th 
of chapter xxvi. and is continued to the laſt 


„ 


verſe of the xxviith chapter: in which he 


treats of the Reſurrection, 1 future 2 808 
ration, &c. of the nation. 


It muſt be obſerved, that the Prophet | 


having, in the preceding prophecy, foretold 
the future reſtoration of the nation, &c. be- 


San 


no. | DISSERTAPIONS. | 


| gan now. | to exhibit his complaint to the su- - 
preme Being, and as it were, to enter inta a 
| 669898 with him, in behalf of thoſe of the 
nation, who died during their long captivi- 
ty, eſpecially thoſe who were maſſacred, and 
deſtroyed by fire and ſword, for the take of 
| his holy name; becauſe, he had not com- 
municated any thing particular to him, con- 
cerning them. He therefore begins his 
complaint thus: The way of the righte- 
ous is perfectly ſtrait. It is proper that the 
righteous ſhould act with perfect rectitude: 
and as, Thou moſt exactly weigheſt the | 
path of the righteous.” For the juſt weight 
and balance is the Lok p's, in order to weigh 
the path of rectitude. And, as this is thy 
conſtant method of proceeding, it is proper, 
that the ways of thy judgments ſhould be 
ſtrictly juſt: and therefore, (as he ſays, verſe 
Sth,) © Alſo, in the way of thy judgments, 
have we hoped, O Lox ! for in thy name, 
and in thy memorial, is the defire of our 
ſoul.” For as thou weigheſt the actions of 
the righteous in a juſt balance, we earneſtly 
hoped to ſee the juſtice and rectitude of thine 
actions: and that, for the love and vene- 
ration which we have for thy name, and 
| | ne” 
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hy memorial, which 1 is that of Arict Jul. ; 

tice. 
He tha N as . in e 
perſon, „With my ſoul have I deſtred thee 
in the might: yea, with my inmoſt ſpitit in 
the morn have I ſought thee.” All night 
long have I pondered on this; and in the 
morning, when the imagination is free, and 

the brain is not clouded with the vapours of 
meat, I attentively confidered it. 
Ile then ſhews the utility and benefit of 
this inveſtigation, <* For when thy judge- 
monts are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world learn righteouſneſs. Having thus 
expreſſed himſelf in this prefatory manner, 
he now proceeds to ſtate the principle of the 
complaint itſelf, as follows, * Though mercy _ 
be thewn to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
righteouſneſs: in the very land of rectitude 
he will ideal unjuſtly; and will not regard the 
majeſty of the LORD.“ For notwithſtand- 
ing that thou art merciful and gracious to the | 
wic ced, yet do they not attribute their ſuc- 
ceſs to thee, but ſay, By the ſtrength of my 
hand have I done it“. And therefore, 
* LoRD, when thy hand is lifted up, they 
"WIG 3. Ee: 
will 


a A 


"oe DISSERTATIONS 


| at not ſe 5 5 They wall: not - 
my power : it therefore is not juſt that they 
ſhould . be thus. favoured: ** But cauſe 


5 
7 
: 725 4 
4 v7 1 35 
9 7 1 edge 


a to ſee with confuſion; thy. zeal Wor ! 
thy people: yea, the fire_ſhall burn up 
thine adverſaries.” And, although, all the 


Prophets propheſied concerning the future 
reſtoration of the nation, yet, was the Pro- 
phet, not ſatisfied with this, and for which, 


he ſtates his reaſons in the following verſes. 


% Lok p, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for 


even all our great works haſt thou wrought | 
for us.” 1 know, O Loxp ! that thou wilt 


certainly reſtore the nation, by means of the 


| Mefliah ; for all which hath happened to us 
in our captivity, hath been by thine appoint- | 
ment, and not by chance, or accident, as the 


wicked ſay: and therefore, as all the cala- 0 


mities ordained by thee to come upon us, 
have been fully accompliſhed ; cannot en- 
tertain the leaſt doubt of the accompliſhment 


of the good which thou haſt promiſed us. 


But till, I have a great objection to make, 
and that is, O Lox D, our God! other 


lords beſides thee, have had dominion over. 


us.“ The kings and rulers of the Gentile, 
n who have ſo rely perſecuted and 


__— 


on -DHE PROPH nete. 


have ſuffered innumerable affliction 
” dreadfal captivity 3 Fer, have we not forks 


ken the name of our God, nor ſpread forth 


our hands to a ſtrange god : and which he 
forcibly expreſſes, by ſaying, ** But thee; and 

thy. name only, d we mention.“ We in 

voke- none but thee; and conſtantly, - TOR 


firmly. acknowledge thy UNIT V, in oppoſi- 5 


tion to every other doctrine: and, as we 
have thus ſtrictly adhered to thee; and: thy 


name: what wilt thou do for thoſe-righte- 


ous; and. pious: perſons, who have been put to 
death, and ſuffered martyrdom for the ſake 
of thy holy nacach during thin g ed 
el captivity ; ſo that they and their offspring | 
have all been cut off from the land of the liv- 


ing ? Of what benefit, therefore, will the fu- 
ture reſtoration of the nation, be t6:them ? 


Seeing they are dead, and of courſe have not 


ex any of its bleſſings, as lie ob- 
ſeerves, (verſe 14th.) They are dead, they 
cannot live; they are deceaſed, they cannot 

5 See pug: 142, Ke. where this'objeftion li ſtated at large 
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riſe d Berwiiſs thou Hait * viſited, — 
5 ed them: and an memorial of: them err hat 


whit; on Wee th iow aſt been kin 
and bountiful to the wicked! arid i86latrowe- 
nations: but this bath not. redounded to h/ | 
glory, as would the ſalvation of the nation's 
as he ſays, verſe 15th. Thou haſt encreaſ? 
ed the Gentile nation O LoD; thou haſt 
encreaſed the nation: but art thou glorifiedꝰ 


though thou haſt extended the borders of 


their land,” This verſe, perfectly _— ; 
with verſe 1oth; and both tend to ſhew, that 
the nations do. not aſcribe their: power, extent 
of dominion, commerce, &c. to che ! 
diate providence of God, but to their O.πõ/·ÿꝛ‚ 
ſagacity, wiſdom, induſtry; &ci ſo thut God 
is really not glorified by their proſperity, ud 
the Prophet obſerves. But as this chape | 
might appear to be an heinous crime, a1 
ſeemed to arraign the conduct of the Sẽ 
preme Being; the Prophet, - endewvours” to 
exculpate himſelf  therefrom,': by- ſhewitig? 
that all which he had advanced, was only to 
apologize for, and vindicate the oonduct PF 
a che e * the  captivity' as "may; be 
ty 


on THE PROP: LEQIES. I 
plainly pereeived by . 
16, A 7s: and 18. O-. Loa „ iniiaffliftion_ 
have they ſought, thee ;- their humble up- 
plication. was-.poured .out;: when, thy chaſ- 
tiſement Was upon them. The. ee | 
Which is, as .if>the Braphet had: laid, O 
Lon n, gur God, thy, people were:in:greas 
diſtreſs hen they ſoughr these, and their 
humble ſupplication was :offered When they 
were in deep liſtreſs, -becauſei:thy chaſtiſe ? 
ment was upon them,; but yet, this Was nat 
a murmuring and repining; the conſequened 
of want of faith, and reliance on ithyt 
promiſes lee their. oro 
or a-denial.of thy Divinity : bub only e 
2 woman, that hath conoeived, when her 
delivery approacheth,: is in anguith;«ericth / 
out alond in her travail; thus have werbern 
before ther, O Lonn⸗ : By: this image, ther 


Prophet, has moſt elegantly, and emphatiar 
cally; painted the real ſtate of. the nation? 


5 re, eee at the. time * 


pain en 
not the leaſt animoſity towards her huſband 
who, as we may ſays ſhe conſiders as th 
e of all. her pain./ Juſt ſo, is it witli 
eck | Aaz 2 the 


- 


: e colanities and . 
4 which they are overwhelmed, cauſe them to 


_ has been ſaid, and written by Chriſtians, 


_ theſe glorious promiſes ; for that they have 
deen long ſince accompliſhed, in ee 


1 8 oblerves, that, * ; 
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zint of the nation: for although 


cry aloud, and utter their complaint, NW 
—— — Jevwnhl 
allegiance to God, or entertained the leaſt 


doubt of the accompliſhment of thoſe glo- 
tious promiſes delivered to them by the Pro- 


phets in his name: notwithſtanding all that 


\ Deiſts,/&c./ to:weaken their faith in them) 
by telling them, that they have a vil before 
their eyes; are a blind, obſtinate, ignorant, 


and ſuperſtitious people: that they do not 


underſtand the true intent and meaning of 


whom they had ſo ſcornfully i and 
inhumanely treated: that Cab bad therefor 
utterly caſt them off, and made hoice of 


| Gentiles, &c. cc. But all theſe pompous; ſo 


phiſtical, and deluſive arguments, have not 
phet, very juſtly calls them, a nation ſtrong 
in faith, as already obſerved, page 150, q.. 
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chere ain Ly "great and wide UiſtinQion be- 


„ : 41 3 , | i on di - 


. quickly age her pains, as ſhe 


herſelf fully recompeaſed, by the joy and 


delight of embracing her dear o 


this is not the caſe with us; for, We have 


conceived : we have been in anguiſh's we 
have as it were brought forth wind: falya- 
tion is not wrought in the land; neither are 


the inhabitants of the world fallen. Not- 


withſtanding that our pain, trouble, and af- 
fiction hath been exceedingly great, yet, 
have we received no conſolation: for falva- 


tion hath not been wg": eee of | 


promiſe, for our reden 
our enemies been puniſhed; for the great cru- 


elties exerciſed towards us fangs. ham long : 


* 
' dg * ; LEG 8 5 _ ad 


and dreadful captivity. 


The Prophet, having ahus caliblies his 


complaint, immediately received a moſt 


nign and conſolatory anſwer, Thy dead men 
ſhall live; my deceaſed, they ſhall riſe.” The 
caſe, ſays: God, is not as you have conceiv- 
ed, and repreſented: for you imagine, that, 


0 n 
0 5 Loxy's 


* 
—— 


tell, vet, he 


21; ire rl | 


 Lonp!s ſalvation · Nos ſaus ha, it is. hot u 
for. Thy dead men ſhall live : Hat is, 0 neo 
thy peaple, ho have, died a natural death * 
My deceaſed they ſhall riſe: that is, thoſe 
ho have ſuffered death ſor my ſake 3 who 
were cruelly. put to death for a ſtrict adher- 
enge to me; hall al of them ariſa and 
üre: and therefore he fays; . Awake, and 
jg, ye that dwell ãn the duſt. For they ate 
not only to be brought te liſe, which tha 
Prophet calls awaking, but are to ling, and 
ſhout for joy, on accgunt of , beholding tha 
falvation and redemption ofthe nation. ¶ But, 
as it is extremely di heult, far man ta form 
an idea of, or comprehend. the nature of the 
Reſurreftion, on account of the eparatiaa. 
and gonyerſion of matter and ſuhſtance, (s 
will be ſeen preſently, by,, the. Philofophinal N 
| objeftions made to, it) the Prophets, ba 
| moſt beautiful i mige. 8 as ug, how. it; 18 
to be effected, For thy dew. i is as the de- 
of herbs, and the earth. ſhall caſt; out the, 
dead.” For as the dey lights on the earth, 


and fertilizes it, o, will the ſoul light.onjths 


original STAMEN, and reanimate it. 
Before 1 proceed, 1 deem it neceſſary 8 
lake notice of two things : Hirſt, to ſhow che 
= 1 — - 


4. 


\. 5 2 
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a of Whät CRriftfan ns in \Senbral "a 
n; viz: chat the” Jew * were unacqüainted 
_ the doQtine of the Reſurreckian, till 
they learned it from Chriſt $ followers ; 3 and 
which 1 ſuppoſe to be the feaſon, that ina 
duced DF.\Lowth, late Biſhop of London; to 
conſider” this prophecy, not as a Prop ecy 
foretelling a future reſurrection; ; bar as, 
KL Images uſecl to repreſent the deliverance of 
the people of God, from a ſtate of he 
loweſt "Gepretmotr”: 205 For, if he had alloivet 
that; this, and other like propheciesF," dex 
noted a ptvrbilE 6f à future reſurreion}' hs 
would HIVE been obl iged to have relinquiſh» 
ed one of the moſt importatit points, that 
Chriſtians ſo ſtrongly contend for, viz. 
Chriſt's being the firſt teacher of the doe- 
trine of a future reſurrectibn· But, as that 
would have becn ſo highly repugndiit' to ray 
ſyſtem of Chtiflianity; he, of cbürſe, 
obliged to explain it as above. But is ers 
planation f is extremely fallacious, and carries 
is own cofifatition' with it; becauſe" it | is 
neceſſary that; an image uſedd to expreſs or 
repreſent any thing by way of allegory or 
metaphor, in the Prophet ical” writings, 
= Votes os kh page id, + Bzek, Of the diy bone. 
| "OE - 
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and underſtocd, otherwiſe it would, by no 


means, anſwer the purpoſe for which it was 
aſſumed. And this, the Biſhop himſelf ac. 


knowledges : for in his notes on Iſaiah, | 


chap. xxvi. he obſerves; . It appears from 
hence, that the doctrine of the Reſurrection 


of the dead, was at that time a popular and 
common doctrine: for an image which is - 


aſſumed, in order to expreſs or repreſent auß 


ting in the way of allegory or metaphor; 
| whether poetical or prophetical, ' muſt be 
an image commonly known and underſtood, 
otherwiſe it wall not anſwer the purpoſe for 
which it is aſſumed,” Whence it is mani- 
feſt, that the Jews were certainly. well are. 
quainted with the doctrine of the Reſurret 
tion in the days of Iſaiah, who lived almoſt 
eight hundred years: before the incarnation : 
it muſt therefore, of courſe, have been taught 
. ſome time before, in order to be well known 
or underſtood: ſo that it is clear, Jeſus could 
not have firſt taught, what was well known 
for almoſt a thouſand years before he was 
upon the earth. Nay, I am confident: that 
the doctrine of the Reſurrection was. taught 


by Moſes * as I have n ſhewn 
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in ot Diſſertation on his ſecond prophecy, 7 
(page 54, 64, &c.) which, thence was o 


popular, and well known in the nation, that 


even the women were acquainted with it, as 


in 1 Samuel, chap. ii. verſe 6th." where we 
find Hannah, in her ſong, praiſing God, and 


ſaying, “ The Loxn killeth, and maketh 


alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and 
bringeth up. From all which, it is plain, 


that Jeſus cannot in che leaſt lay claim to the 


character of having firſt taught the doctrine 
of the Reſurrection, ſeeing, it had been 
taught and well ee Ge 0. Tong beſore his 
=__ 


The ſecond. thing In mean to ke notice bk 


is to enquire, what the end and purpoſe is, 


that is to be effected by this great and ſtu- 
pendous miracle; and to endeavour to give 
a ſolution to the objections that are raiſed 


againſt the, doctrine of tae Reſurrection; 
that is, of 8 ſoul with the ſame identical 
body : for I muſt freely acknowledge, that 

if the ſoul, does not reanimate the ſame iden- 


tic body, it cannot be called a Reſurrection ; is 


but on the contrary, is properly a creation, | | 


or tranſmigration; but, as this is contrary 
to what we are taught by the Prophet, I 


Vor. * : Eb ml. 


„ 1 
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: \(DISSERTATIO. ) ES» 
think, it requiſite to remove. thaks - Philoſs. : 
phical objections which ſeem to repreſent 
the Reſurrection as impoſſible: though, af 
we reflect that, it will be a rem 


and at the ſame time conſider what infinite 


power can effect, it will eaſily. be perceived 2 
- that their objections cannot impair it. We 


cannot properly contradict what we do not | 
underſtand: nor pronounce that impoflible, 


which we do not comprehend, or which 
does not imply a direct and abſolute contra- 
diction. But, as the race of modern Phi- 
loſophers, (1. e. Deiſts, Freethinkers, &c. } 
will not believe any thing, but what they 
. ſee, and have certain, and poſitive. knowledge | 
of; and yet, frequently aſſert, what they nei. 
ther know, nor are able to explain, thereby 
miſleading ignorant and unwary youth; it 
is highly neceſſary to apply an antidote to 
their poiſon, by ſhewing what little force 
there is in their objections. It muſt bo al- 
| Jowed, that it is eaſier to ſtart difficulties, 
than to ſolve them : but as theſe. philoſo- 
phers, think themſelves wiſer, and better 
inſtructed than the reſt of mankind, I ſhal! 
take the advice of Solomon, Wy obſerves, 
7 ee ö xxvi. verſe: 5th. ) N 
; 0. luer | 
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« ſwer a fool according to his folly, leſt he 
_ «« be wiſe in his own ſight.” That is, leſt 
they preſume on our filence, and think their 
arguments unanſwerable, than which, there 
cannot be any thing more dangerous: I ſhall 
therefore ſtate, what to me appears to be the 
true end and purpoſe of the Reſurrection, 
including an anſwer to the objections raiſed 
againſt it: in illuſtration of W ſhall 9. 
down the following principles. 1 
I. That the doctrine of the RefurreQion 
of the dead is clearly taught by the different 
Prophets: and to ſhew that, it is not a tranſ- 
migration, but a real reſurrection of the ſoul _ 
with the ſame body, they are repreſented as 
leeping; for thus faith Iſaiah, Thy dead 
men ſhall live, my deceaſed“ ſhall ariſe: 
awake and ſing, ye that ſleep in the duſt of 
the carth. ” Thus alſo the Angel faid ta 
Daniel T, And many of them that ſleep 
in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake. They 
are therefore deſcribed as ſleeping, to ſhew 
us, that we are not to conſider them as dead, 
and paſt vivification, but only as ſleeping in 
* And ſome explain, 1523 My dad body“ and which, 


the Prophet ſpoke of himſelf, to FR hi ob in oy | 
doctrine of the Reſurrection. 


f Dan. xli. 2 2. ; 75 TY Fg | | 
Bb2 2 thats 


\ 
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| ' DISSERTATIONS... 
EE their graves... And, as during ANN here is 
*R : ſuſpenſion of the mental faculties, but 
which is removed on waking 2. even fo, will 
| thoſe who fleep in the duſt, awake, and be 
reſtored to life; as the Prophet ſays, © For 
thus hath the Loxp ſaid unto me, I ſhall 
be at reſt, and look. towards my habitation.” 
By. which image, the Piophet informs us, 
that, after he ſhould die, and be at reſt from 
the turbulence of this world, he would ſtill 
look towards his body in hopes of a reunion 
f with abs as ſhewn at largs in ene 1 8 9 
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There have been many objections made - 
to the nature of the Reſurrection, as it is 
impoſſible, that the body can again ex- 
iſt, after having been corrupted, diſſolved, 
and diſperſed. - Thus the Philoſophers | 

argue. The fame piece of matter, or ſub- 

| 1 ſtance, may happen to be a part of two or 
more bodies. Thus a fiſh, feeding on a 

man, and another man afterwards feeding on 

the fiſh, part of the body of the firſt man 


2 Chambers s Cyclopedia. Article—Refurredtien. 5 
| becomes 


o 
3 
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becomes: firſt incorporated with the fiſnußR ; 
and afterwards, in the fiſh,” with the laſt 
man. ee inſtances have been known of 
one man's feeding immediately on another: 
and, among the cannibals of che Weſt In- 5 
dies, the practice is frequent. e 
Now, ſay they, where the Gans *Y 
one is thus converted into the ſubſtance of 
another, each cannot ariſe with his whole 
body: and to which ſhall the common part 
| be allotted? To this, ſome anſwer, that, 
as all matter is not fit, or diſpoſed to be aſs  — 
ſimilated to the body, and incorporated with 
it, human fleſh may very probably be of this 
kind; and therefore, what is thus eaten, 
may be again excreted, and carried off. But 
that which appears to me to be the more 17 | 
lid anſwer, is, what I underſtand from the 
words, of the CAL For thy dew is as © 
the dew of herbs.” For as the dew lights 
on the herbs, and cauirs them to vegetate, 
(as above obſerved) ſo will that, which God 
will appoint at the Reſurrection, light on 
the original ſtamen, and animate it: and 
this original ſtamen, may very properly be 
called the ſame body; as it is ſuppoſed to 
be fo min ute, as not to be ſeparated or torn 
nen. He 


: 1 D1588RTATIONS! Hs 


; 8 Zamek en Ages e Mr; Leh, : 


nitz 8 anſwer. .to- the o objection 17; for he Paving 


5 ſerves, 6 All that is effential to the 1 7, 18 


the original ſtamen which i! in the 
ſemen of the father: nay, and on the foot- 
ing of the modern theory of generation, 
which exiſted i in the ſemen of the firſt man. 
This we may conceive as the moſt minute 
ſpeck or point, imaginable; and therefore, 
not to be ſeparated, or torn aſunder, and an 
part of it united with the ſtamen of wh 
other man. All this bulk we ſee in the bo- 
dy, is only an accretion to this original ſta-. 
men; an addition of foreign matter, of new 
Juices, to the primary, ſolid ſtamen. There, 
is, therefore, no.reci iprocation of the Homes f 
matter of the human body.“ ia 


III. of the Stare and Condition in which. : 
50 MP ys gt Dead'a are 70 7 1 . 


t 


know by the late diſcoveries, in the ani- 
mal economy, 1s continually changing 3 
5 man has not entirely the ſame body to. 

as he hag. yeſterday ; and it is even 
Pk rs computed, 
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e thats in leſs than ſeven years time, 


his whole body undergoes a change, and not 
a particle of the ſame body remains. 


Which of thoſe many bodies, then, which 


the ſame perſon has in the courſe of his life, | 
is it that ſhall- riſe ? or does all the matter 
that has ever belonged to him riſe again? of = 
does only ſome particular ſyſtem thereof? 
The body, e. gr. he had, at twenty, at thir- 
ty, or at ſixty years old ? If only this or 


% 


that body ariſe, how ſhall it be rewarded or 
er for what was done by the other? 


with what Juſtice does o one n We "hee 


for another? 


To this it may be infowett;! on Mr. 


 Lock's principles, that perſonal identity, or 


the ſameneſs of a rational being, conſiſts in 
ſelf-conſciouſneſs ; in the power of conſi- 


. 


dering itſelf the ſame thing in different 


times and places. By this, every one is to 


himſelf what he calls /; without conſi- 


dering whether that ſelf be continued in the 


ſame or divers ſubſtances; 80 far reaches 


the identity of that ſame perſon; It is, the 
ſame ſelf now it was then; and it was by 
the ſame ſelf which now reflects on an ac- 


tion, that action was PO 
Now, 


13 


19s 2, 
Now, it is s this e ic 5. 6 0 5 
object of rewards and puniſhments,” 4 
we have obſerved may exiſt in different ſac- = 


=  Cceffions of matter; ſo that to render the re- 

4 25 wards and puniſhments juſt and pertinent, 

] Ts nothing needs, but that we riſe again with 

Dn” {ach a body, as that we retain the conſeis | 
- __ euſneſs of our paſt an 26 


This objection, though. not in practi 
the ſame words, has been ſtarted by Abar- 
banal, in order to confute it: for he ob- 


1 ſerves , — In what ſtate and condition, are 
1 the dead to riſe? For, as the human body, 
| 1 ſuffers a continual change daily, according 


to the nutriment which it receives, &c. and, 
in particular, the change from childhood to 
youth, and from youth to manhood, and old 
age; it is requiſite that we enquire, in what 
ſtate, or condition, they are to riſe; whether 
in youth, or manhood? To which he an- 
ſwers,--- That they are to riſe in exactly the 
ſame ſtate and condition they were in when 
they died: nay, even with their very de- 
fects: as, for inſtance, if they were lame, 
deformed, &c. And this, is extremely pro- 
Per, in order that they may be known to be 


2 Preface to Iſaiab. 3 
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| the ſame identical perſons ; and which will. 
| — be — to be the eee 


"ws The 55 nd Nang 2 * ge 35 
the Refurrettion, nan wing 


- It 2 — allowed, that i in every: IE the. 
cauſe ought to be proportionate to the effect. 
Now, if this be neceſſary i in reſpect to com · 
mon, or natural cauſes; it is ſurely much more 
ſo, that thoſe which are ſupernatural, ſhould 
be every way commenſurate to the effect, 
they are deſigned to produce: it is therefore, 
highly proper, that we feck an adequate 
cauſe for this ſtupendous miracle; and ſeri- 
ouſly enquire, Why the ſoul, after being 
ſeparated from the body, and within tlie pale = 
of heavenly bliſs, ſhould be obliged to enter 
It again ; Ps 4" this, ſome* anſwer, that the | 
end of the. ReſurreQion is, that the body 
and foul of which man is compounded, 
may receive, either the reward; or puniſh-. 
ment, due to him for his good, or evil deeds, 
But the futility of this is evident: for as the 
learned Abarbanal obſerves, the future re- 
. Saadins, Nachmanides, & e. &c. Which allo ſeems 
to be the opinion of Chriſtian writers in general. 1 5 
Vox. I. | E ons 
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5 ward, or puniſhment, is for thi T 
not for the body. And, if it was neceſſar 
for both body and ſoul to receive the rewap 
or puniſhment ; they might have received i it 
in this world, and there would then be n no 
neceſſity for this miracle: He therefore, is 
of opinion, that there are two great « ends to 
be effected by the Reſurrection: the one 
particular, and the other general. That 

which is particular, is for the Jews; and the 
other, which is general, is for them, and all 
the other nations. The firſt great end, 
which I call a particular one, as it is for the 
Jewiſh nation only, is to effect, what I have 
above mentioned, viz. that thoſe. who haye 
been perſecuted and ſlain, during this long 
and dreadful captivity, for adhering to the 
true faith, may enjoy the ſalvation of the 
Log D, according to what the Prophet fays, 
verſe 19th, © Thy dead men ſhall live,” &c. 
And as he ſays elſewhereꝰ, © Rejoicewith Je- : 


ruſalem, and exult on her account, all ye t 
love her: be exceedingly joyful with her, all 
ye that mourn over her, &c. And ye hall 
ſee it, and your heart ſhall rejoice : and your 
bones ſhall flouriſh like the green herb : Aol 
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the hand of the Loxp ſhall-be manifeſted to 
his ſervants,” &c. From all which, it is 
clear, that thoſe who mourned for Jer. falem, 
during this long captivity, are the ſame: that 
are to. rejoice with her at the reſtoration, 
which the Prophet tells them they are to 
ſee: but this would be impoſſible, unleſs by 
means of the Reſurrection; which he, by 
a moſt beautiful figure, calls, the flouriſhing 
of their bones as a green herb; and which 
is to be effected by the hand of the Lon 
being manifeſted to his ſervants, by this 
great and 3 miracle, which men at 


' Tha Gcont fas 4 which yet 
nejvl: noms becauſe it affects all mankind, / 
whether Jews, Gentiles, or Chriſtians; who 
are all intereſted in the great end that is ta 
be effected by this miracle, as I ſhall pre- 
ſently ſhew.—It is well known, that the 
world was early ſunk into the moſt groſs and 
ſtupid idolatry : that there was but one na- 
tion on earth, that handed down the doc- 
trine of the -DIVINE -UNITY : which 
nation hath; been long in captivity, diſperſed 
en the earth; during which time, 


ce . different 


hilt they, for their rm lian to th N 
8 great truth, have been ſo cruelly perſecut- 
ders of Providence, that they now exiſt as a 
1 nation. | And, as it was the intent of the 
Supreme Being, that all men ſhould: thus ac- 
knowledge him; it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that his intention can be fruſtrated: the 
therefore, according to his on ummate wil. 
| dom, wall ſhew-all mankind the way /where- 
in they are to walk, and the work. that they 
are to do: ſo that fins may ceaſe in the 
carth, and the idols be entirely cut off : chat 
they may all know and underſtand that the 
kingdom is the Lokp's, and that he only is 
the ſupreme governor of the nations: that 
unaltrrably fixed in their hearts, as that they 
may attain the end for which they were cre- 
ated, to: honour and gloriſy God, as the Pro- 
phet obſenves ; not to fill che worid with 
the moſt enormous crimes, as they have 
done. This great, this important, this glo- 
nious end, is to be effected by means of the 
W Ls 888 7 mee Guilty | 
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the dead ariſe, in the different parts of the 
globe; conſiſting of the moſt diftinguithed 
Perſonages that have lived on earth: the 
moſt eminently rightecus men: the antient 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and other eminent per- 
ſons: ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Hea- 

then Princes, Philoſophers, and La wgivers; 
together with ſome of the moſt eminently 
wicked Princes and Tyrants ; as likewiſe 
| thoſe who ſhall recently have left the world. 
hen all theſe ſhall 'ariſe, and with one 
voice, unanimouſly teſtify arid declare, that 
| the Logy God is ONE, and his name is 
alſo one: when the Gentiles ſhall tay, 
Surely our fathers Have inherited lies, vani- | 
ty, and things wherein there is no profit : | 
and that, on the contrary, the Law of Mo- 
ſes, is the only true Revelation. —I ſay, when 
men will chus ſee the wonderful work of 
God; and hear all thoſe who ſhall ariſe, de- 
 clare the immortal bliſs that is prepared, as 
a reward for the righteous; the puniſhment | 
and torments prepared for the wicked: and 
explain to them the nature of true worſhip, 

to the One true God; the falſity, and vanity | 
of nn the hearts oy man- 5 


1 Jerem. xvi. 19. 
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| kind: will naturally be highly af Qed, by 
what, they ſee and hear of thoſe who ariſe: 
088 bins abus ne, convinced of the 
truth; (for it is impoſſible, that any ſhould 
"by. able to withſtand ſuch. evidence as this :) 
the conſequence | will be, that they all 
will forſake their idols, and falſe doctrines; 
Fncerely acknowledge the Lox p, and. no 
more follow vanity; but all will wor« 
ſhip the One; true: God, according to what 
the Prophet ſays, (chap. ii. ver. 2d.) ** And 
it ſhall come to paſs in the latter days; the 
mountain of the houſe of the Lon D-ſhall be 
_ eſtabliſhed on the top of the mountains, &t. 
And all nations ſhall flow unto it. And 
many people ſhall go, and ſhall ſay; Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lox p; to the houſe of the God of Jacob: 


and he will teach us of his ways: and we 


will walk in his paths, &c. Thus alſo, 
(chap. xxv. ver. 7th.) * And this mountain 
' ſhall he deſtroy, the covering that covered 
the face of all the people : and abe veil that 
was ſpread over all the nations.” Which 
denote the . erroneous doctrines a | 
and inculcated by the different nations, in 


nn to the true word of God; ope- 
1 rating 


0N” THE: proenrorRs,, „ 


rating as 4 covering, or veil, nd. pre- 
venting their ſeeing the light of truth, 
3 den, page 168. This, is pro- 
perly, the . Great and terrible day of th 
Lonxp, mentioned by ſeveral nl the Pro- 
F This, leads us to, 9 51k. , 3 


v. The "Pane! niſhment CS. God — fi a 
wy the wicked for. their Crimes., 


1 have juſt: ſhewn; which is to be then ſs 
cipal end of the Reſurrection; and it is ſachs 
as I doubt not, will appear to every rational 
perſon, one of the moſt important purpoſes 
_ poſſible to be effected; as tending to the real 
happineſs of mankind: and therefore, eve- 
ry way worthy of the great Author of our 


being. But in order to render it perfect, 


another extraordinary event is alſo to take 
place, which, in its nature, will greatly con- 
tribute towards perfecting mankind in the 
knowledge of the One true God; and wean 
them from all falſe worſhip; namely, the 
puniſhment of the wicked, who will ariſe at 
the Reſurrection: for when mankind ' ſhall 
ſee the exemplary corporeal puniſhment: ir in- 
flicted upon them for their ĩdolatry, ſuperſti- 
Joel iii. 4+ — i, 14. and Malach. i i, 23. | 

: 1 tion, 5 
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the. juſtneſs/ of the 1 
them, by the ee all-wile e dhe 


only, i in fincerity and trut 


Ie,” 76 Re great and terrible day of 


24.) And they ſhall' go forth” and ſhall 
| ſee, the carcaſſes of the men, who rebelled 
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RI Ke. and that they, i and. in 
the . Will ackn wiedge 


whole world will be fully convinced of the 


| dreadful conſequence; of the ſin they have 


committed : and having, at the ſame my 


à juſt conception of the exiſtence and attri- 


butes of the Deity, they will, of courſe, FR 
dais from all falſe worſhip; and} ſerve Him 


The Prophets, therefore, W juſtly ell 


LorD':” for it will be terrible to the wick. 


ed, on account of the dre: 


they will receive: and great, and import- 


ant, in the reformation that it will effect, 


as being the means of bringing = mos. 


to the knowledge of the true faith. 


That the puniſhment of the iet 1 


hs Reſurrection, is to be corporeal ; 3 is plain 


from the words of the Prophet, (Ifai. Ixvil 


againſt me; for their worm ſhall not die, and 
their fire ſhall not be quenched: and they 


9 
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| ſhall be an abhorrence to all fleſh.” And | 


this very puniſhment, which they will re- 
ceive, will be the cauſe of what is mention: 


ed in the preceding verſe, that all fleſh will 


come to worſhip before the Logy. Thus, 
| haye I ſhewn that, the puniſhment of the 


wicked, or reward of the righteous, as t 


body and foul together, is not the principal 


end of the Reſurrection ; but only as acceſs 


fary towards the great end of bringing man- 
kind to the knowledge of the One true God. 8 
Neither did the Prophet mean to inſtruct us 
in any ſuch thing; for the true reward of a 


future ſtate, is for the ſoul only, being pure- 


ly ſpiritual : and therefore, God ſaid. to Mo- 


= ſes, af No man can ſee me and live. (Exod. 
- i. 20.) No man can behold the divine 


matter, and no longer clogged with it, it will 
| etemally enjoy divine glory in the preſence of 
the Supreme Being, and contemplate his di- 
vine eſſence; which it cannot taſte, while 
united to the body. 


To return. The Prophet having . 5 


ed the nation of the Reſurrection, acquaints 


vs, that it would be at 2. great diſtance of 
Vor. J. 1 Dd. time, 


4 


ellis; while clothed in the garment of 
flicſh. But, when the foul is freed from 


piss frArtevs 3 


Atte, in the latter days ; 3 and — 6 '. : 
verſe 20th. Come, O my people; retire 
into thy chambers ; and ſhut the doors about 
thee,” Be patient, and reſigned, under op- | 
| preſſion, without murmuring at Proyidence; 
and be careful to keep the commandments, 
for they will ſhield you ; which is expreſſed 
in figurative language: for as the door 
ſhields us from robbers, ſo will the keeping 
of the precepts, thicld them from evil. He 
then ſays, Hide thyſelf for a little while, 
for a moment, until the indignation ' ſhall 
| have paſſed away. For behold, the. Log'y 
iſſueth forth from his place, to puniſni the 
inhabitants of tho earth for their iniquity.” 
Here, the Prophet informs us of the pu- 
niſhment of the nations, which is to be ef+ 
fected, by their ſlaying and deſtroying each 
other with fire and ſword, in the wars, which 
God, in his wrath, will move them to wage 
againſt one another: and exhorts the nation 
not to interfere in theſe quarrels, for that 
they are cauſed, by the Lord's iſſuing; to 
puniſh the nations; they-therefore muſt not 
be ſeen in the tumult; but retire, and hide 
themſelves, till the indignation be paſſed : 
this, ſeems perfectly conformable to the com- 
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| mand of Moſes to the Iſraelites, when the 
deſtroying angel was to paſs through the 
land of Egypt, (Exod. xii. 22.) that none 


ſhould go out of the door of their houſes 


till morning. A ſtrong corroboration this, 
of what I have advanced, concerning the 


| ſemblance of the future reſtoration, with that 5 
of Egypt, as mentioned page 126, &c. He 


then informs us, that in that period, God 


will thus puniſh the nations; and the Re- 
ſiurrection will inſtantly take place, ⸗ For 


the carth ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and ſhall 


no longer cover her ſlain.” From the ex- 
preſſion here made uſe of by the Prophet, it 
is manifeſt, that he alluded both to thoſe 


who died a natural death, during this long 


and dreadful captivity; as well as thoſe; who 
were cruelly put to death for their adherence 
to the true faith: for by the earth's diſclo- - 


ſing her blood, he meant thoſe that died na- 


turally: and by her ſlain, he alluded to thoſe 


that were violently put to death: by which, 


he ſhewed us that, both one, and the other, 


ſhould ariſe. - A ſtrong circumſtance this, in 


ſupport of the poſition laid down above, that 
the Reſurrection has. two great and impor- 
tant ends: the one particular for the Jewiſh 


D d 2 nation, 
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nation, bc. as * at large, (page 
. | 

. He then mak to line | us « fare, at ; 
the puniſhment to be inflicted on their great 
and powerful enemies ; (as in verſe. 1ſt of 
chap. xxviith.) © In that day the Loxo 
ſhall puniſh with his ſword; his well tem- 
pered, and great, and ſtrong ſword ; Levias 
than, the rigid ſerpent ; and Leviathan, the 
winding ſerpent : and ſhall flay the-monſter, 
that is in the fea.” He thus, in. allegorical 
language, informs us of the terrible deſtruc- 
tion of the great Potentates, enemies, and 
perſecutors of God's people; by the venge- 
| ance which God will take on them. And, 
although he will thus avenge himſelf of 
their enemies and perſecutors, yet, will he 
viſit the nation with kindneſs and mercy; 
which is ſhewn by his conſtant care of his - 
vineyard : the allegory of which, is carried 
on in direct oppoſition, to what the Prophet 
defcribed it in chapter vth. when he uſed 
| It, to reprove the nation for its wickedneſs ; 
and a denounciation of the vengeance that 
was to be brought upon them: as will be 
ſhewn as we proceed. In that day, ing 
ye unto her a vineyard of red wine.“ For 
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as he had before compared her to a oli 
that brought forth wild grapes; or, more 
properly, poiſonous berries ; he now informs 
us, that ſhe ſhall bring forth red wine; a 

ſtrong, generous, intoxicating liquor. And, 
as he had before obſerved, that on account 
of the nation's wickedneſs, the hedge ſhould 
| be removed, and it ſhould be devoured: he 
now ſays, It is I, the Lox, that preſerve 
her:“ I have preſerved them during the 
- continuance of a long and dreadful captivi- 
= e to what Moſes ſaid, (Deut. 
xxxii. 10.) He preſerved him, as the ap- 
ple of his eye. And, as in the days of her 
wickeddeſs, he ſaid, I will command the 
clouds, that they ſhed no rain upon it.” He 
now, on the contrary, ſays, «I will water | 
her every moment; I will take care to wa- 
ter it at proper times; and that gently, and | 
not with heavy ſhowers, for fear of - injuring 
it: as he ſays, ** I will take care of her by 
1 und dich W_ 1 will keep guard . 
her. n | 
roceeds to „ Regt that even ings 
ing Pi eee he did not act by them, 
according to their deſert; for ſays he, Fu- 
* is not in me: I ſhould have been as 
thorns 
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| thorns and briers in battle; 1 ſhould hive 8 
marched through them; I ſhould have 


barned them up together.“ For if he had 
acted againſt them with fury, the afflictions 


brought upon them, would have been ſo ma- 


ny, and ſo great, as to have deſtroyed them 
at once. But inſtead of that, he obſerves; 
« Or let him, (that is every one of them) 


take hold of my protection. Loet them 
keep my Law, which is a fare protection; 
as Moſes ſays, That thou mayeſt obey his 


voice, &c. for he is thy life, &c. (Deut. 
xxx. 30.) Again, * Ye ſhall command 
your children to obſerve to do all the words 


of this Law. For it is not a vain thing for 
you ;- becauſe it is your life,” &c. (Ibid. 


xx ii. 47 And therefore, the Prophet ob- 
ſerves, that they ſhould take hold of God's 


protection, that is, keep his law: and thus 


endeavour to be at peace with him. Ho] 


ever, he obſerves, thoſe that return from 


captivity, ſhall greatly rejoice, and will no 
more commit fin ; and in conſequence, will 
not be puniſhed any more; but ſpend their 
* in peace and plenty, as in verſe 6th. 
He ſhall cauſe them that come of Jacob, 


to take root: Iſrael ſhall bud forth, and 
FE: „ ee; 
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flouriſh; and they ſhall fill the face of the 
world with fruit.” The Prophet then con- 
tinues to ſhew the lenity and moderation, 
with which the ſeverity of God's judgment 
againſt them had been tempered : as in verſe 
5th. Hath he ſmitten him, according to 
the ſtroke of him who ſmote him.” The 
meaning of which, according to the origi- 
nal, (to which it is ſcarcely poſſible» to do 
juſtice, in a tranſlation) is, that the ſtroke 
with which he ſtruck Iſrael, was not pro- 
portioned to the power of him, who inflict- 
ed the ſtroke; or they would have been to- 
tally conſumed, and-aunihilated : but as they 
have been preſerved to this hour, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that the inflicton was not equal to the 
power of him who ſmote them; but was 
greatly tempered with mercy : this, is pro- 
perly what the Wee meant by the e. 
en.. 
He then adduces er proof of God's 
knity towards this people: Or is he ſlain 
according to the ſlaughter, of thoſe ſlain by 
him.” The meaning of which is, that Iſ- 
rael was not puniſhed, as were the reſt of the 
nations: for when their meaſure was full, | 
and God nn them, they were totally 
| deſtroyed 3 
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eu - 
mainder of them was left; as Wass the caſe 


with Sodom and Gomorrah; the Canaanites, 
Babylonians, Perſians, &c. &c. But on the 


a this was not the caſe with this na- 
But, In meaſure, when thou didfi 


2 her forth, didſt thou debate with her: 


he ſtayed his gh tem in the day of 


the eaſt wind.” When 0 meaſure was 


full, and God was reſolved to puniſh. them, 
it was by ſending them out of the land of 
promiſe, that he debated the matte with 


them; not by utterly. extirpating them: : and 


therefore, even in the day of the eaſt. wind 
that is, when his wrath was kindled, and he 
was inflicting the puniſhment, he ſtayed his 


rough tempeſt : he tempered it with mercy, 
and only ſent them into captivity. . And this 
very captivity, was not for the purpoſe of re- 
venge; but for their benefit; © For by this 


ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be expiated; and 
this is all the fruit to remove his ſin; when 


he render all the ſtones of the altar, like the 


lime ſtones ſcattered abroad : that' the groves. 
and images riſe no more: Then the. ſtrongly 
fortified city ſhall be deſolate ; an habitation I 
forſaken, and deſerted like a wilderneſs. 


0 * i 


on THE: * 


There ſhall the calf feed, a ati ali ne 
lie down, and conſume the branches en 
of. When her b houghs' are withered, they 
ſhall be broken: : women ome, and 
ſet them on fire; for it is a people void of 


unnderſtanding: wherefore he, that made 


him, ſhall not have pity on him; and he 
that formed him, ſhall ſhew him no fayour.” 


The Prophet here informs us of the great 7 + 


benefit and advantage, which the nation will 
reap fre om the captivity : : namely, the expia- 
tion of all their ſins, as I have ſhewn at 
large in my explanation of Daniel's famous 
prophecy of the ſeventy weeks *: and alſo 


farther informs us, that when their fins of . 


idolatry, &c. ſhall be thus expiated ; ſo that 
their redemption will draw near; the city 
which is ſo ſtrongly fortified, (by which he 
means the ſtrong and powerful ſtates) ſhall 
be deſolate, utterly forſaken, and deſerted. 
like a wilderneſs : by this, he points out. 
the utter deſtruction of their enemies. And, 
as ms the guilt, of their perſecuting of 


od's choſen people, they had imbibed, and 


ſs ſuch erroneous and impigus doc- 
| ® See Levi's Firſt Letters to Dr. Prieſtley, page 4% ke. 
And his Letters, Part IF, to the ſame, page $0, &. | 
Vot. J]. trines, 
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trines, as is ſcarce credible of beings ende i : 
ed with ratiocination ; - (fo forcibly expreſſed 
by: may reh, which properly denotes, 


And he ſhall deſtroy her vain or erroneous 
imaginations) he calls them a people void of 
underſtanding; and informs us, that he who 


made and formed them, would ſhew them 


neither pity nor favout, but would _ 
ny hem. - ; oh 

- Having thus ſhewn at ap piikihs 
ment of their enemies, he again returns to 
ſpeak of their eee in the ein 


S 18 * 


verſes. SE Op 1 
« And it ſhall come to oe in that day, 


the Lok p ſhall beat off from the channel 


of the river, (which properly denotes the 
river Euphrates, beyond which, the ten tribes 
werecarried captive) to the ftream of Egypt: 


and ye ſhall be gleaned up, one by one, Oye 


children of Iſrael.” - By this, he clearly 


points out this long and dreadful captivity ; 


during which, ſuch numbers of them have 
been deſtroyed by the numberleſs perſecu- 
tions and maſſacres which they have ſuffered; 
whjch hath been the cauſe of their being 
{cattered in all Paris 95 ſo _ of them re- 

pet ee We 


, 2 . * 
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| maining x, that, according to the figurative 
language of the Prophet, the Loxp, to find 
them, will beat for them, as a perſon 
_ threſhes' the corn out of the huſk ; and 
they will be gathered, one by one; ac- 
cording to what the Prophet Jeremiah 
ſays, T. And I will take you one out of 
a city, and twyo out of a family, &c. Which 
is a manifeſt proof, that this prophecy Was 
not fulfilled at 11 return Ban the e 
loniſi daptivity.. i!!k 8 3 
He then e to antics 0 circum= 
8 that are to take place, at the reſto- 
ration of the nation, as in verſe 13. e And 
it ſhall come to paſs in that one 5 the great 
trumpet ſhall be ſounded; and thoſe ſhall 
come who were periſhing in the land of 4 
Aſſyria, and who were diſperſed in the land 89 
of Egypt: and they ſhall bow themſelves - _ 
to the Lok o, in the holy mountain in Jeru- „ 
ſalem. This, is what appears to me, ac- 
* to the language of the Prophet, to 
be the real and true explanation of this great 
and important Prophecy; ; (for nothing can 
be of greater import, than bringin g the 


* Thus ſays Moſes, Deut. iv. 27. « And ye mall . | 
left few in number. See alſo xxviii, 62. + Jerem. iii. 14. 
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whole world to the 1 dhe Oue 
true God, and the true faith) the ſubje& | 
matter of which, plainly and evidently 
| Thews, that it hath never yet been fulfilled; 
neither at their return from Babylon, nor yet 
by, or in Jeſus: of courſe, it certainly remains 
to be fulfilled at the coming of the true Meſ- 
bah. whom God may ſend ſpeedily, Amen. 
The Sixth Prophecy commences verſe xt, 
Fe and is continued to the end of te 
laſt verſe of chap. xxxv. The introduction of 
this prophecy, plainly ſhews it to be of the 
higheſt importance, and of univerſal concern. 
6 Draw near, O ye nations, and heirken; 
and attend unto me, O ye people!” This is 
to inform them, that this prophecy was not 
concerning Iſrael and Judah only, as the 
other prophecies; but concerning all the 
nations, who had proyoked the Loxp of 
Hoſts, by perſecuting his-choſen people; all 
the declaration; and to hear the decree 
which the wrath of God hath denounced 
earth hear, and the fulneſs thereof; the 
world, and all that ſpring from it.” That 
they may * know, and underſtand, that i 
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with fat. For it is the day of vengeance to 
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ox THE PROPHECIES, 213 
is the decree of the moſt High ; · For the 


wrath of the Lok p is kindled againſt all the 


nations; and his fury againſt all their hoſts: 


he hath devoted them; he hath given them 
N llaughter. And their flain ſhall be 


caſt out; and from their carcaſſes the ſtench 
ſhall aſcend ; and the mountains ſhall melt 
down with their blood. And all the hoſt = 


of heaven ſhall be diſſolved; and the hea- 


vens ſhall be rolled up like a ſcroll: 'and all 


their hoſt ſhall wither ; as the withered leaf 
falleth from the vine, and as the blighted 
fruit from the fig tree. For my ſword that 


is in heaven, ſhall be ſatiated with blood: 


| Behold, on Edom it ſhall deſcend; and on 


the people juſtly devoted by me to deſtruc- 
tion. The ſword of the Lox p is glutted | 
with blood; it is pampered with fat: with 


the blood of lambs, and of goats ; with the 


fat of the reins of rams: for the Log'd c e- 


ſlaughter in the land of Edom. And the 0 


unicorns ſhall fall down with them: and 
the bullocks together with their bulls; and 


their own land ſhall be drunken with their 
blood, and their duſt ſhall be enricheed 


the 


lebrateth a ſacrifice in Botſrah, and a great = 


— 
= 6 


i h 
do 
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uin ps SERTATION SC 
the Lok p; and the year of ferbmmpehes b 
the controverſy of Zion. Arid the'ſtreams | 
| thereof ſhall be turned into pitch, and her 
duſt into ſulphur: and her whole land ſhalt 
become burning pitch. By night or by day 
it ſhall not be extinguiſhed; for ever ſhall 
her ſmoke aſcend: from generation to genes | 
2 ration ſhe ſhall lie deſert ; to everlaſting ages 
no one ſhall paſs through her: but the peli- 
can and porcupine ſhall inherit her; and the 
. owl and the raven ſhall inhabit. there: and 
he ſhall ſtretch over her the line of ns 
tion, and the plummet of emptineſs. Her 
nobles who do not there * proclaim it a 
kingdom, and all her Princes, ſhall utterly 
fail. And in her palaces ſhall ſpring up 
| thorns; the nettle and the bramble in her | 
fortreſſes : and ſhe ſhall become an habitation. 
for dragons, a court for the daughters of the 
ſcreech owl. And the jackals and the moun- 
tain cats ſhall meet one another; and the fa- 
tyr ſhall call to his fellow :. there alſo the 
ſcreech owl ſhall pitch ; and ſhall find for 
Herſelf a place of reſt. There ſhall the night 
raven make her neſt, and lay her eggs ; and 
the ſhall hatch them, and gather her young 
* Heb, Her nobles, and no kingdom is there proclaimed. | : 
. under 
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on as PROPHEOTES. * arg 
under her ſhadow : there alſo ſhall ell 


tures be gathered ne every ada Wan - 


HON join her mate. 


Buy this ſublime figurative Beger W 

high-wrought terrible deſcription; the Pro- 
| phet informs us of ſeveral circumſtances: 

for in verſes 2d. 3d. and 4th. he ſpeaks in 


| general terms of the deſtruction of the nati- 


ons; and in verſe 4th, he ſhews the total ruin 


of their polity: for in the figurative lan- 
guage of the Prophets, the heavens and the 
things therein, fignify thrones and digni- 


ties, and thoſe that enjoy them: the ſun & is 


uſed to denote the whole ſpecies and race of 
kings, in the kingdoms of the world politic. 
The diſſolution of the heavens, denotes the 
ruin of the world politic. The ſun, the 
kings; and the falling of the ſtars, the de- 
gredation of the ſubordinate princes, and 


great men, The Prophet therefore, by the 
expreſſion, © And all the hoſt of heaven 
ſhall waſte away,” ' &c, ſhews the total de- 


ſtruction of the eceleſiaſtical and civil polity 
of the nations, who are to * in 
the latter 28 0 N 


* Lord on "Ila; xxiv. HEEL Sir I. Newwon' oben. | 


tions on the TO MER, Part I. chap. ii. 


4 Wk. 
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| aeg thus ſpoken in general terms of 
As puniſhment of all the nations, who. had 
provoked to anger the defender of the cauſe 
of Zion, he, in verſe th. &c. deſcends'to 
| ſpeak of the particular dreadful deſtruction 
of Edom. For my ſword, &c. / Behold 
on. Edom it ſhall deſcend,” &c. And thus 
proceeds to ex plain the : particulars of their 
deſtruction ; and that not only of them, but 
alſo of thoſe who ſhould come to aſſiſt them 
And the unicorns ſhall fall down with 
them,” &c. By which he mgans thoſe 
powerful ſtates, that ſhould come to aſſiſt 
Edom in the war; ſo that the helper will 
fall, and the holpen be overthrown and all 
of them, be . deſtroyed , together. He alfo 
informs us, why they are to be thus puniſh- 
ed with ſuch dreadful ſlaughter and blood- 
ſhed, Becauſe it is a day of vengeance. to 
the Lox D; and the year of recompence for 
the controverſy of Zion.” Here are two 
| cauſes: the one, the vengeance of the Lonn: 
| Becauſe his name hath been ſo greatly pro- 
phaned by the nation; and the other, the 
year of recompence for the controverſy of 
Zion. That is, for what they inflicted on 


the nn nation e this long and 
dreadful - 


ON THE PROPHECIES. > ay 


dreadful captivity. And it is not a little re- 
markable, that Moſes expreſſed himſelf in 


nearly the ſame language, Tome belong- 
eth vengeance, and recompence, at the time 


that their foot ſhall flip,” &c. $0 that the 


truth of this prophecy, is ſupported in the 
uniformity of the language, by what Moſes 


ſaid. He farther informs us, that excluſive - 


of the dreadful ſlaughter, which they are to 


ſuffer, the city of Botſrah itſelf is to be to- 


tally deſtroyed, and become pitch and ſul- 
phur, &c. (as was Sodom and Gomorrah) 


which is not to be extinguiſhed day or night: 
and this dreadful deſtruction, is the conſe- 


| quence of the enormous crimes which they 
have committed: for Botſrah, denotes Rome ; 


which may juſtly be called the very ſink f 


corruption; the contaminated/fountain, from 


whence flow idolatry, bigotry, and ſu perſtiti- 
on. And, it is well known that, the pernici- 


ous doctrines taught at Rome, were the ſole 


cauſeof the dreadful perſecutions, and maſſa- 


cres, which the Jews have ſuffered among 
Chriſtians for ſo many hundred years; it there- 


fore is to be utterly deſtroyed. That Edom, 


means the Romans, and that Botſrah denotes 


Rome, has been ſhewn at large by Abathanal | 
Vox. I, Tf: „% + 


9m 


art DISSERTATIONS. 
in his comment on this chapter. And it is 2 
received tradition by our ſages, and mentioned 
in the Talmud, Midraſhim, &c. and alſo by | 
Joſephus Ben Gorton, that the Romans 
| were deſcended from the Dukes of Eſau, or 
Edom ; namely, Duke Zepho*, whom they | 
called Janus, to whom the month of Janus. | 
ary was conſecrated ; and Duke Magdiel; 
which Baſnage· atteinpts to invalidate from 
the arguments of the Biſhop of- Burgos, an 
apoſtate Jew. But theſe arguments of the 
Biſhop, had been before confidered by Abar- 
banal, and completely refuted by him. And 
if we ſeriouſly conſider the purport of the 
prophecy, it will be manifeſt that, neither 
the ravages and devaſtation committed upon 
the Edomites by Nebuchadnezzar, nor their 
ſubjection to the Jews, by Hyrcanus, can be 
what the Prophet had in view: for thoſe 
events, as far as we have any account of 
them in hiſtory, ſeem by no means to come 
up to the terms of the prophecy, or to juſ- 
tify ſo high-wrought, and fo terrible a de- 
| ſeriptionF. Neither is it eaſy to diſcover 


Gen. xxxvi. I5—43. TS 
* Hiſtory of the Jews, Book III. * vii. Soct. Ty 
} This is alſo the opinion of Biſhop Lowth. Notes 1 


on nn. XXXiy, and XXXV. 


| whit 


de ER og... —_— cy 


— 


ON THE PROPHECIES 219 


what connexion the extremely flouriſhing 


ſtate of the people of God, deſcribed in the 
next chapter, could have with thoſe events, 
and how the former could be the conſe- 


| quence of the latter, as it is there deſcribed 


to be. But what appears to me, (and I 

doubt not to every candid and diſpaſſionate 
mind) to be concluſive, is, the exact deſerip- 
tion given of Rome by the Prophet, verſer ath. 
« Her nobles, who do not there proclaim 


a kingdom.” And can any thing be more 


particularly deſcribed, than is thus Rome, 
under the name of Botſrah ? for by the ex- 
preſſion, Her nobles,” it is plain he allud- 


cd to the Cardinals, who, properly ſpeaking, 


are the nobles of Rome, becauſe, they are, 


ww their name implies, the hinge#® and governs 


ment of all the affairs of the Romiſh 
church; and by whom, the Pope is-ele&- 
ed out of their own number; and who is 
not called king, but only Biſhop of Rome; 
or, as he ſtiles himſelf, the Vicar of Chriſt; 
and the title given him, is, his Holineſs ; 


neither is his territory, denominated a king- 
dom, but the territory of the Church, or 


the Holy See, &c. And the reaſon that 
Rome is ſpoken of under the name of Botſ- 
» Ayliffe's Parergon, | 
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rah, 1s to en the cs power, - 


and influence, that it would have over all 
thoſe that followed the doctrines embraced 


by Edom: for ua Botfrah, is derived 
from Ma. T1823 Strong, fortified, &c. And 
as in time of war, the people fly to the ſtrong 


fortified towns for protection; ſo did all 
Chriſtendom, repoſe an entire confidence, in 
Rome and its Biſhop ; and fly to him for 
ſpiritual protection for indul gencies, abſo- 
lutions, &c. He alſo, (verſe 6th.) com- 


pares the numerous herds of pampered eccle. 


fiaſtics, to lambs, goats, and fat rams. And 
as the revenues of the numerous religious 


houſes, which the Prophet calls.her palaces, 


ſerve to maintain theſe drones in idleneſs, he 


informs us, that then, In her palaces ſhall 


ſpring up thorns: the nettle, and the bramble, 


in her fortreſſes: and ſhe ſhall become an ha- 
bitation for dragons,” & c. All which, I pre- 
ſame, is a manifeſt proof of the truth of my 


g poſition, that Botſrah is Rome; and that 


this prophecy has a view to events ſtill fu- 
ture: to great revolutions to be effected in lat- 


ter times, at or about the reſtoration of the 


nation, as may be perceived from the ſubject 


matter of the nnn . 15 
To 
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| To return. As this prophecy, as I have 
juſt obſerved, points to a very diſtant time; 


the Prophet obſerves, that they ſhould not 
deſpair, or doubt the accompliſhment of it; 
as thinking it | impoſſible, according to the 
flouriſhihg ſtate of the nations in general, or 
Botſrah in particular; for, © Confult® ye 
the book of the LorD, and read: That is, 
the books that contain the prophecies: for 
they were all given by one ſhepherd: all 


came from God; for which reaſon, he very 
properly calls them the book of the Loxy: 
and therefore, Not one of theſe: ſhall fail; 


none ſhall want her mate: Not one of the 


numerous prophecies-delivered ſhall remain 


unaccompliſhed : <* For the mouth of the 


_ LoxDfF, hath given the command; and his 


ſpirit itſelf hath gathered them.” He hath 


commanded the Prophets to deliver them. 


« And he hath caſt the lot for them * 
Hath caſt the lot for the wild beaſt and birds 


above- mentioned, to dwell in Botſrah : 
And his hand hath meted out their por- 
tion by the line: they ſhall poſſeſs it for 
ever; from generation to generation. ſhall 


they dwell therein.” 
_ ® Heb, Search. 79 Heb, The mouth of him. 
| The - 


220 DISSERTATIONS. Ty 
The Prophet having foretold the 3 : 
| 2 of the nations in general, and 0 
Edom in particular, obſerves, that the im- 
mediate conſequence of theſe events would 
be, that, The deſert, and the waſte place, 
ſhall be glad; and the wilderneſs ſhall re- 
Joice, and flouriſh as the roſe By this 
image, he had a view to the land, and cities 
of Iſrael ; which, during the captivity, were 
waſte and depopulated ; but will then re- 
| Joice on being rebuilt, and: inhabited, as he 
obſerves, verſe 2d. It ſhall abundantly 
flouriſh, and rejoice, even with joy and ſong: 
the glory of Lebanon ſhall be given unto 
it, the beauty of Carmel and of Sharon: 
| theſe ſhall behold the glory of the'Lorp, 
the majeſty of our God.” Here the Prophet 
not only informs us of the extremely flou- 
riſhing temporal ſtate of the nation, but 
likewiſe of their exalted ſpiritual tate ; for 
by the glory of Lebanon, &c. is denoted 
their flouriſhing temporal ſtate ; or that their 
| houſes, &c. ſhould be built of the cedar of 
Lebanon, &c. as in the days of Solomon. 
And by the expreſſion, Theſe ſhall behold 
the glory of the Lox D, &ec. the return. oy 
the Divine 1 18 — 9 depidted. | 
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ON THE | PROPHROIES. 22 
The Prophet having thus propheſied of 


those great, thoſe important events; ad- 


dreſſes himſelf to the Sages, Elders, and 
Leaders of the nation, thus : © Strengthen 
ye the feeble hands, and confirm ye the tot- 


| tering knees, Say ye to the faint-hearted, 


Be ye ſtrong ; fear ye not ; behold your God 
will come 207th vengeance; with the retri- 


| bution . n He himſelf will come and 


fave you.” When ye ſee the dreadful perſe - 


cutions and maſſacres which the nations : 
will inflict on the choſen people, for their 


adherence to the true. Unity of God, over- 
whelming the nation; ſo that they are rea- 
dy to ſink under them: and thoſe which 


have not ſufficient fortitude to make head 
againſt ſuch dreadful misfortunes, are read 
to abandon the true faith; as hath actually 


been the caſe in Spain, Portugal, &c. as al- 


ready mentioned in this work. Or thoſe 


who, by the length of {the captivity, and 


the pompous ſophiſtical arguments made uſe 
of by Chriſtians, and apoſtates of their own 
nation, to induce them, to embrace doc= 


trines repugnant to thoſe delivered by God 


to Moſes, may be wavering in their faith, 


and ſtaggering in _m_ minds. When ye 
1 
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1 \ (T1: ; 


2 © D1852RTATHIONS' > 2 
ſee theſe things, fays the Prophet, ye are to 
ſtrengthen the feeble hands, and confirm the 
tottering knees. Ve are to inſtruct them in 
the truth; and teach them not to deſpair ; 
but manfully to bear up againſt theſe miss-. 
Hrtunes: and that they may depend upon 
it, from the word of God, the truth and ve- 
rity of prophecy, that, notwithſtanding the 
great length of time that hath elapſed ſince 
the commencement of their captivity, and 
the numerous afflictions which they 3 | 
ſuffered, yet, may they reſt aſſured, that their | 
God, will at laſt come, and avenge their ſuf- 
ferings; and that he himſelf will redeem 
them: and, Then ſhall the eyes of the 
blind be opened; and the ears of the deaf, 
be unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame b 
like the heart, and me ton gue of "_ dumb 
hall ſing. 
In this figurative language; che Prophet, 
in a moſt maſterly manner, has drawn an 
exact picture of the ſtate of the nation dur- 
ing this dreadful captivity ; for on account of 
the great troubles they have undergone, they 
may be faid to be blind: their ſight being 
darkened as it were, by the exceſſive aff icti- 
ons which they have ſuffered; (darkneſs be- 
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ing an emblem of affliction) and which 
cauſed them to totter, as a lame perſon : their 
ears may be ſaid to be deafened with the 
loud complaints of each other, without hav- 
ing it in their power to offer relief to their 
fellow ſufferers : and by the Prophet's com- 
paring them toa dumb man, he plainly point- 
to the unparalleled patience and ſubmith- 
on, with which the nation hath borne their 
afflictions; which perfectly confirms the 
truth of the character given of the nation 
by this Prophet elſewhere, As a lamb was 
he led to the ſlaughter, &c. Ifai. iii. 7. as 
will be ſhewn at large in the Second Part of 
this work, when we come to treat of ſuch 
prophecies, as Chriſtians only apply to a 
Meſſiah: for it is really worthy of remark, 
that the Jews, in whatever place or country, 
they have been diſperſed, have, with ſcarce 
a murmer, and without any rebellion or ſe- 
dition whatſoever, patiently endured, and - 
ſubmitted to the infliction of the moſt un- 
exampled oppreſſions and cruelties : fo that 
they may juſtly be ſaid to be dumb. But at 
the future redemption by the Meſſiah, he 
informs us, all theſe evils will be removed: 
«F orinthe wilderneſs ſhall burſt forth waters, 
Yor: 1. Ds ay and 


e biss zkrartons l 
' and torrents in the deſerts : And the Sat 4 
ed ground ſhall become a pool, and the thirf- | 

ty ſoil bubbling ſprings: and in the haunt | 
of dragons ſhall ſpring forth the graſs, with 
the reed and the bulruſh.” By this, he 
ſhews the abundant good which they will 
enjoy, inſtead of the hunger, thirſt, &. 
which they ſu ffered during the captivity 
vhen they were exiled and drove from plac 
to place, and their whole property confiſ- 
cated, without the leaſt erime committed 
their part. He then inſorms us, that in 
thoſe waſte and deſolate places, where no 
man heretofore paſſed, Shall be a path, 
and an highway; and (that) it ſhall be call. 
ed the way of holineſs: no unclean perſon 

| ſhall paſs through it. This image of a path 
and an highway in the wilderneſs, points 
out the future reſtoration of the nation; 
and alſo informs us, that the wicked amongſt 
them; ſuch as do not believe the word of 

God, in the promiſes of a future redemption, 

will all be cut off, and not be allowed to en- 

ter the holy land; (as will be ſhewn at large 
in the explanation of the prophecies of Exe- 
kiel) for none but the faithful are to enter 
the land of promiſe: agreeable to what the 

IL a0 Prophet 
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: Prophet ſaid elſewhere, · Open ye the gates, 
and let the righteous nation, conſtant in the 
truth, enter. (Iſai. xxvi. 2.) But as to 
thoſe of the nation, who do not firmly 
believe in the promiſes of God, by his 
Prophets; whoſe minds, are defiled, and 
contaminated with the impure ſtream of 
ſceptiſm and unbelief; „ and which are 
properly the unclean perſons mentioned by 
the Prophet; they are not to paſs through 
this holy path; becauſe God himſelf will 
be at their head: But he himſelf ſhall be 
with them, walk i in the way: ” That i is, he 
will lead them in the right path, as 

cloud and pillar of fire led them when 9 4 


went out of Egypt; fo that, a "ag 


ſhall not err therein,” 
He then proceeds, to 3 us, "that. at. 
their return, none of all the powerful kings 


or potentates will dare oppoſe them, or throw | 


any impediment in their way, as was the 
caſe, on their return from Babylon. | This, 
is forcibly expreſſed by the utter excluſion 
of all the ravenous beaſts from the holy 
path, as in verſe gth. . <* No. lion ſhall be 


there ; nor ſhall the tyrant of the beaſts 


come up thither : neither ſhall he be found 
there: but the redeemed ſhall walk in it. 
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Yea, the ranſomed of the Lok p ſha 11 te. 


turn: they ſhall come to Zion with tri= 


_umph: and perpetual gladneſs ſhall' crow 
their heads. Joy and gladneſs 'ſhall they ob- 
tain; and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall floe away. * 
In this verſe, the Prophet informs us of 
chree things, which are to be accompliſhed 
at their future reſtoration, extremely oppo- 
ſite to what took place at their return from | 
Babylon. Firſt, that they ſhall return in 
triumph: whereas, at their return from Ba- 
bylon'; ; they W ſcoffed at, une hindered in 


ade to be was with Epe adael, ; 
which was not accompliſhed at their return 
from Babylon, or during the exiſtence of the 
ſecond temple, as is well known to every 
perſon, i in the leaft acquainted with ſerip- 


ture, or the Jewiſh hiſtory. Third, they 


are not only to obtain joy and gladnefs, but 
ſorrow and fighing are to, be totally baniſhed; 
for they are for ever to dwell in peace and 5 
plenty. and never go into captivity more, 
Hence, it is manifeſt, from the tenour of 
this remarkable prophecy, and the explana- 
tion of it here given, that it never yet hath 


been fulfilled: e at their return from 
| Babylon, 


N 
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Babylon, nor at, or during the time of je- 
ſus. A brief recapitulation of the whole, 

will ſet the matter in its true light. _ 
The Firſt Part contains a denunciation | 
of the moſt extraordinary puniſhments ; in- 
| deed, nothing ſhort of the total deſtruction 
of the enemies of the people of God: the 
Prophet, therefore, introduces the ſubject 
by a magnificent exordium, calling upon 
univerſal nature to attend to the proclama- 
tion of theſe events, in which the whole 
world, it ſhould ſeem, are ſo much intereſt- 
ed. He then publiſhes the decree of the 
Moſt H igh for the extirpation of all thoſe na- 
tions againſt whom his wrath was kindled ; 
and amplifies this act of vengeance and de- 
ſtruction, by an admirable ſelection of the 
moſt ſplendid imagery ; illuſtrating it, by 
images borrowed from the Moſaical chaos, 
as if he was deſcribing the total ſubverſion 
of the univerſe itſelf. Having thus, in the 
four firſt verſes, delivered himſelf in general 
terms concerning all thoſe who had provok- 
ed to anger the defender of the cauſe of 
Zion; he in verſe 5th, ſpeaks particularly 
of Edom and Botſrah, and thoſe who ſhould 
come to their aſſiſtance: . tor the unicorns, 
| bulls, | 


. Gs - CE RR FR 
Ns 2% | | DISSERTATIONS. 
1 bulls, and wild goats, &c. 3 he. fa A 
* rocious, haughty, and cruel tyrants and 
Chiefs of the nations, who provoked God,. 
either by their impious doctrines, or in per- 
ſecuting his choſen people, as expreſſedd 
verſe 8th. He then, in verſe gth. &c. by 
a 8 ſucceſſion of images borrowed from the 
_ overthrow of Sodom, and the appearance of 
a vaſt ſolitary deſert, again deſcribes the 
dreadful deſtruction of Botſrah, a city whoſe 
inhabitants are in the higheſt degree obnox · 
ious to God, and his people. In verſe 16th, 

he refers us to the word of God, for the 
truth of his predictions. And in chapter 1 
xxxvth, he, by the moſt beautiful imagery, 
taken almoſt entirely from the objects of 
nature, points out to us, the great 2 and laſt⸗ 
ing happineſs, both ſpiritual and temporal, | 
which the nation will enjoy at its reſtora- 
tion; ſo that they are to be perpetually 
crowned with glory: a manifeſt proof, that 
this exalted degree of happineſs. hath-neyer 
yet been enjoyed by them; but will certain» 

Iy be accompliſhed, as well as the total de- 
ſtruction of their enemies, at the coming of 
the true Meſſiah. But, as nothing of this, = 
was e by Joins . he was 
upon 


* 
* 
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upon earth, it is-plain, he could not be the 
_ perſon ſpoken of by the Prophets, who was 
to ſave Iſrael in the latter days. 8 TP R 
The Seventh Prophecy commences 1858 
1ſt of chapter xlth. and is continued to verſe 
16th of chapter ES 
The Prophet Ag in the e 
chapters, related the invaſion of Senacherib, 
and his overthrow : as alſo the ſickneſs of 
Hezekiah, and his reftoration ; and delivered 
a very explicit declaration of the impending. 
ruin of the kingdom, the captivity of the 
royal family, and the people; proceeds now 
to inform us, that when they ſhall have re- | | 
ceived the due reward of their Iniquities, 5 = 
they ſhould certainly be redeemed ; and 9 
therefore, opens the ſubject with great per- 
ſpicuity and elegance, declaring God's com- 
mand to his Prophets, to comfort his peo- 
ple in captivity, to ſtrengthen them in the 
true faith, by imparting to them the joyful 
tidings, that their puniſhment having now 
 fatisfied the Divine Juſtice, the time of their 
reconciliation and favour was near at hand; 
(and which perfectly agrees with what the 
Prophet ſaid, chap. xxxv. verſes 3d and 4th. 
See the Chaldee Paraphraſt, Jona. on the paſſage. | 
as 
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a Ps 


as explained, i in the preceding, pb as 


he obſerves, Comfort ye, comfort Je, my | 
people, faith your God: Speak animating 


words to Jeruſalem, and declare unto her, £ 
that her appointed time is accompliſhed 3 
that the expiation of her iniquity is accept- 


ed; that ſhe hath received at the hand of 


the 8 8 double the puniſhment of all her 


ſins. Theſe expreſſions are highly conſo- 


latory and animating: for nothing can be 


more ſo to the nation, than to be informed, | 
that not only the appointed time, which the 
Moſt High had decreed, that they ſhould re- 


main in captivity, was accompliſhed ; and 


that the expiation of their i iniquity, was ac- 


cepted, but that they had received the full 


meaſure of puniſhment for all their ſins, in 


the pouBLE captivity, viz. that of Babylon, 


and the preſent ; ſo that they need not be un- 


der any apprehenſion of going into captivity | 
again : for that all their ſins had been expia- 


ted by the ſevere puniſhment they had re- 


ceived. He then ſeems to introduce a har- 
binger, giving orders to prepare the way for. 
God, leading his people, as he did formerly 
from Egypt, A voice crieth in the wilder- 


__ * ye the * of the Loup; 


make 


IS. 
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make wh ght i in the deſert an high way for 
our God. Every valley ſhall be exalted 


and every mountain and bill be 'brought | 


low; and the crooked ſhall become ſtrait, 
and the rough places| 4 ſmooth Plain. 5 By 
this figurative language, he informs us that 


God nimſelf will lead them to his holy 5 
mountain, and that no impediment whate- = 


ver will be ſuffered to retard their progreſs: 
which will ſhew the truth and yerity of. pro- 


phecy, as he ſays, verſe sth. Si And "the 


glory of the Loxp ſhall be revealed; an 
all fleſh ſhall re together, that the d 
of the Loxb hath ſpoken it.” When the 
| nations ſhall all ſee the falvation and redemp- 


7 
tion of the nation, in ſuch a glorious man- 
ner, after ſo many hundred years captivity, 


degradation, and perſecution by almoſt eve- 


ry nation upon earth; they naturally, will all 
acknowledge the truth of prophecy ; z,- and 


that all that hath happened to the nation, is 

the word of God; and his appointment: : 
for which keaſon, the Prophet calls this il- 
lumination, which will be the means of 
bringing all mankind to. the knowledge of 


the One true God, the glory e of the Lokp; 
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for while the nation is in Captivity, and 


Vox. I, 9 325 the 
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| the manner above deſcribed ; they all will be 
| 6bliged to acknowledge the truth of Pro- 


e 
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he glorious promiſes made to Ps \ are 
hot, accompliſhed ; his name is profaned | 
amon 18 the nations, (as already obſerved 3 in 


the © cou rſe of this work) either by the erto- 


neous and impious doctrines maintained by 
Feveral of n; ; or the diſdelief of Divine 


Leyelation in general, entertained by others, 

heſe enlightened Philoſophers alſo, as the 
latter are pleaſed to call themſelves, will! not 
acknowledge the Jaſtice of God in the mY 
niſhment of the nations for their crimes, 
But when the redemption , and the glorious 

reſtoration of the nation ſhall be effected, in 


phecy, and the Juſtice of God, not only in 


1 — 


puniſhing the wicked, but alſo in rewarding 


the good : and thus will his holy name be 
glorified: : becauſe men will then be fully 
convinced of the free a; gency of man; and of 
courſe, they all will be induced, to ſerve ( od 


in lincerity and truth, 


The Prophet next proceeds to 8 wy 
that the time is far alen when the re- 
demption ſhall take place ; during all which 


time, the ſpirit of prophecy ol wholly 


=_ and the e find no viſion. from | 


2. ͤ =. 1 PE 


that at the future reſtoration, the ſpirit 


on rn PROPHECIES. 2 
the Log; becauſe the nation will be ba- 


niſhed from the holy land, and the Divine | 


Preſence N from the 1 95 1 | 


*P. 4 
1 


or concerning ** as the author of the book 


of Cozri obſeryes *; we are therefore. told, 7 


prophecy. will be again reſtored. to the na- 


F 


tion, (as already obſerved i in different parts of 


this work) and the Prophets will prophecy. 
as aforetime: 86 he ſays, yerſe 6th. & . A, 
voice ſayeth, Proclaim.” Ibis js the voice 

of prophecy, commanding the Prophets mn - 


the latter days to prophecy, of the redemp= 


tion of the nation ; but the Prophets. know-. | 
ing the depiorable be ag Nate of the na- 


tion, will anſwer, “ What ſhall I | proclaim A 
all fleſh 1s graſs, and all its glory like the 
flower of the held. The graſs withereth, 


the flower f fadeth; ; becauſe t the (pirit of the 
Loꝝ p hath blown upon it it: verily this Nee. | 
ple i is graſs.” Ht | 7 
By this image, the Prophet ſhews that, : 
when the ſpicit of prophecy ſhall c return to 
the nation, and t the Prophets be comu 
2 Vide, Lib. Cori, Pars II. Seat, by 


Hh2 


. 
„ 7 #0 
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to cs: 7 near a 8 of. theip re- 
| demption; they, on account of the abje . 
| ſtate of the nation, will obſerve, | What | | 
ſhall I proclaim : 5 ſeeing the nation is in a 
ſtate of the utmoſt wretchedneſs,. has depriyed 


ns . every 700d, withering and drooping in . 
nn 1 captivity, as the graſs of tlie field, without 
| -þ| the hope of vivification; and that, becauſe 
14 the anger of the Lox p hath blown on this 
1 people, and deſtroyed. them by thouſands , 
1 and tens of thouſands; ſo that there is 'but 
9 few of them left; and thoſe. ſcattered. all 
a q cover the face of the globe, i in ſuch a i deplo- 
"ov rable ſtate, as to have no means left to effect 
i. their reſtoration. © All which, is a manifeſt 
| / "1 proof, that the redemption. is not. to take 
1 1 place, till after a great length of time, when 
1 1 the nation hath ſuffered numberleſs perſect-, 
ty {| tidns, and maſſacres; fo that they will be 
i” . reduced to the loweſt ebb, and almoſt driven. 
if | to deſpair; as well on account of their ſuf. 
| W - ferings, a as on account of the great lengt h of; 


= - the captivity; nearly deſpairing of their | 

=_ ing ever redeemed ; as is the caſe at preſeat 
with many of the nation; and as Chriſti- 
ans in general pretend: and which, is alſo 
an evi dent fign that the Fropher: 
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rich and opuler Fg 
rous, did not chooſe to return: ſo that the 


proclaimeſt glad tidings to Jeruſalem 
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ſpeak. of their return from the Babylonifh! : 
captivity zi for they ons e e 92 
low, and depreſſed a ſtate in Babylon: ! Nay, | 
they were rather in a more flouriſhing'coh> 


dition in Babylon, than they were after their 


return $3: and which Was the reaſon; that the” 7 
it, who were the moſt nume- 


poorer, ſort only returned. The Prophet 
therefore, obſerves, that when the Pre phets 2 


ſhall make this reply; God will anſwer, 


The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth 0 | 


i hs: word of our God ſhall ſtand for 


Notwithſtanding, ſaith the Log v. * x” 


= 8 ſhould be thus reduced, 


ſhall they not be entirely deſtroyed, but Gall _ 
certainly be redeemed at the appointed time: 1 
for the word of God which thou art now | 
commanded to declare, ſhall ſtand; ſhall be 

fully accompliſhed: I therefore enjoin this” 
by all means to proclaim it: to which pur- 


poſe, © Get thee up upon an high mountain, 
Oo thou who proclaimeſt glad tidings to Zion: 


lift up thy voice with ſtrength, O thou Who 

em: cult 
it; be not afraid: ſay to the cities of Judah, 
behold yon God.“ Nu A: this i image, the Pro- 
_youk 


FY bisszATariens 


phet gives us 0 wrdcaſiand, + Keke th ugh, 5 
. agcording to human probability, it was not 
| likely that the nation would ever be reſtored = 
to their own land again, on account of their 
diſperſion in the different parts of the world, 
their depreafe, the conſequence of their lu. 7 
_ ferings; and their total inability to help them- 
ſelves, as above ſhewn; yet, ſhould he not be 
afraid af the accompliſhment of his frohe. 
ey: but praclaim aloud the glad tidings to 
Zion and Jeruſalem, faying to them, Behold Y 
your God. That is, that although your God, 
| hath during the captivity hid his face from 7 
you, as Moſes predifted? ; yet, is he 1 
come to dwell amongſt you as aforetine. 
5 He then proceeds to inform us alſo, lad 
God would fight their battles, and avenge 
; * of their enemies, as in verſe roth. 
« Behold, the Loxp God will come mow” 5 
ſtrength; and his arm ſhall prevail for him.” 
For though Iſrael is weak as the Ae 
graſs, or the faded flower, and conſequently, 
- hath. not power to oppoſe his enemies; lo, 
the arm of the Loxp God ſhall prevail for © 
them: for it is he that will fight their bat- 
des was the caſe when they came ot of 55 
n * 18. pl: POT 
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| | Egypt®.. And he alſo will avenge them of 


"# 
& - 


with bim, _ his work Peder him.” Le 
himſelf will puriiſh them, as was the caſe i in 
the deſtraQtion of the firſt born of the : Egyp- 


tians T. 


The propket then ident as, that al- d 
though God will thus puniſh the nations, 
he will be excceding cateful of the ſevith 


nation, for; * Like a a ihepherd thall he feed 
his flock ; in his arm {hall he gather 1 up the. 


lambs, and "Raf bear them i in his bolom; 


the nurfing ewes hall he gently lead.” By. 
this beautiful figure, expreſſin 4 with the + 
ele the 


| greateſt pfopriety as well as gance, the tl 
tender attention of the ſhepherd | to his flock, 


the Prophet points out to us, the c care ad / 
ſolicitude of the Supreme Being, i in the pre- | 
ſervation of the nation ; and that on account : 
of their low and weak tate, he does not 
comp are them to oxen, goats, &c. but to 


lambs ; ia the driving « of whom, the utmoſ 


care and tenderfiels 1 is necelfary,” as clearly 5 
appears from Jacob's apology to His brother 


Elau, (Gen. XXXUil, 1 3.) and ; as ſhe wn WT. 
As ©, Exod, aiv. 16 6 „a, 
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| them, do not be ſurpriſed or wonder at what 


verſe 12th, &c. ce Who hath meaſured. the 


| RE 1 55 
12 Tx Ts 49 IH: 


8 4 55 + ® Was A 
Sir John Chardio, 2 Bil OF 0 N a 8 
be Prophet then, addrefſin ng kimblf 42 
© the: nations in the perſon of God, ſays to 


1 fay, concerning, the redemption of the na- 
tion from captivity, after ſo. many. hundred 
years of oppreſſion ; ; than which, nethigg 
ſeems more improbable, con ſiderin 8 the help- 
"ef ſtate they are in; but he who created the 
world, and called it into exiſtence, i is undoubt- 
| edly able to effect this alſo, as he obſerves, 


waters in the hollow of his hand ; and hath 
meted out the heavens with a ſpan: and 
bath comprehended the duſt of the earth i in 
2 meaſure, and hath weighed the mountains 
in ſcales, and the hills i in a balance? Who 
hath meted the air? The Lon : and who 
is the man that inſtructed him i in counſel? 
With whom did he conſult, to make him, 
underſtand, and teach him the bath of 
judgment; - that he ſhould impart to him 
| ſcience, and inform him in the way of 1 uns 
derſtanding?“ Now, if God by his in- 
nite power was able to effect all this, bow 


* Lord, Iii, xl TH 8 
a h 


* 


ON THE PROPHECIES. aq 
much more is he able to do what he pleaſes 
with the nations of the earth: for. Be- 
hold, the nations are as a drop from the - 
bucket ; and as the ſmall duſt of the ba- 
lance are they accounted : Behold, bs: * 
eth up the iſlands as an atom. | 
The Prophet then, by a beautiful abs un- 
common image, informs us, that nothing 
will be able to divert God from his purpoſe 
of puniſhing the nations: for not all the 
beaſts that they poſſibly can offer, will ſuf- 
fice to make an atonement for them, as he 
obſerves, verſe 16th. «© And Lebanon is 
not ſufficient for the fire: nor his beaſts 
ſufficient for a burnt offering. All the na- 
tions are as nothing before him; they are 
ſtormed by him as leſs than chin and 5 
vanity.” 
The Prophen mas in a train of 8 
energetic, and ſublime lan guage, draws a 
compariſon between the God of Iſrael, and 
the gods of the different nations; which is 
continued from verſe 18th, to verſe 7th, of 
chapter 41ſt. In which, is alſo introduced, - 
the call of a e the choice made of 
him and his poſterity, his ſucceſs over the 
kings, and the alarm of the idolaters at the 
Vor. I. TY event. 
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20  pisSERTATIONS/ 
event. After this, he again returns to t ie 4 
conſolation of Iſrael, aſſuring them, that 

as God had preſerved them hitherto, he 


would cauſe them to triumph over their 


enemies alſo, verſe 8th. &c. * But thou, 
Iſrael, my ſervant; thou, Jacob, whom T 
have choſen; the ſeed of Abraham my 
friend : Thou, whom I have led by the 
hand from the ends of the earth : and call- 
ed thee from the principal men thereof; and 
and I faid unto thee, thou art my ſervant; 1 
have choſen thee, and will not reject thee. 
Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; Be not 
diſmayed, for I am thy God. I have 


. ſtrengthened thee, 1 have aſſiſted thee; 1 


have even ſupported thee with my faithful 
right hand. Behold, they, that were en- 


raged againſt thee, ſhall be aſhamed and con- 


founded: they, that contended with thee, 
ſhall become as nothing, and ſhall utterly 
periſh. Thou ſhalt ſeek them, and ſhalt 
not find them, even the men that ſtrove with 

thee: they ſhall become as nothing, and as 
mere nought, even the men that oppoſed thee 


in battle. For I am the LoxpD thy God, 


that holds thee faſt by thy right hand: that 
figs unto thee, Fear not; T am thy _ . 


oN THE PROPHECIES. 243 


| Having chus thewn how God preſerved- the 
nation amidſt the numerous enemies that 
ſurrounded them, and were ready to ſwallow 
them up: he again returns to ſpeak of their 
_ redemption, and the vengeance; that God 
will take upon their enemies, verſe 14th. 
6 Fear not thou worm of Jacob 3 7e mor- 
tals of Iſrael.” By this image, the Pro- 
phet has inimitably deſcribed the ſtate of 
the nation in this long and dreadful captivis, 
ty: for they are actually conſidered, in the 
ſcale of mankind, as worms, mere reptiles ; 
the reproach of men, and deſpiſed by all 
people. And as to valour, they are conſi- 
dered but as dead men, of little or no value; 
for that is the real ſenſe of »1b, which 1 
have tranſlated mortals, it being impoſſible to 
convey. an adequate ſenſe of the energetic - 
meaning which it bears in the original, in a 
tranſlation. But, though thou art thus, 
ſays the Prophet, yet, fear thou not; for as 
thy redemption is not to be effected by natu= 
ral cauſes, there is no- neceſſity, for thee, to 
muſter great and powerful armies, for, I 
am thy helper, faith the Lorp : and thy 
redeemer is the Holy One of Iſrael. Be- 
hold, 1 have made thee a threſhing wain ; a 
I I 2 : pk 
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„ | DISSERTATIONS | 
new corn-drag, armed with polated: Get . 


thou ſhalt threſh the mountains, and beat L 
them ſmall ; and reduce the hills to chaff: 

Thou ſhalt winnow | them, and the wind 
ſhall bear them away ; ; and the tempeſt ſhall 
ſcatter them abroad: but thou ſhalt rejoice 
in the Lord: in the Holy One of Iſrael 
ſhalt thou triumph. By this imagery, the 


Prophet has ſhewn the entire deſtruction of 


the enemies of the Jews, at the time of their 


_ redemption : the ſubje& of which, is conti- 


nued to verſe 6th, of chapter xliiid. except 
ſome ſmall portion, addreſſed to idolaters, 
&c. I ſhall take notice briefly of the diffe- 
rent parts which ſpeak of the nation. 
The Prophet immediately proceeds, verſe 
wok to ſhew the miſerable ſtate of the na- 
tion in captivity : at the ſame time aſſuring 
them, that the LoD JEHOVAH, would 
certainly redeem them; by which they will 
be fully convinced that the LoxpD only is 
God. | The poor and the needy ſeek for 
water, and there is none; their tongue is 
parched with thirſt: This forcibly exhibits 
the lamentable and deplorable ſtate of the 
nation; in contraſt to which, the Prophet 


has ny deſcribed the deliverance of the 


nation, 


— 
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Ai and the plenty they are to eee 
« | the Lox will anſwer them; the God of 
Iſrael, I will not forſake them I ̃ will 


open in the high places rivers; and in 
the midſt of the vallies fountains: 1 will 


make the deſert a ſtanding pool; and the 


dry ground ſtreams of waters. In the wil 
derneſs I will give the cedar: the acacia, the 


myrtle, and the tree producing oil: I will 
plant the fir-tree in the deſert ; the pine and 
the box together: that they may ſee, and 
that they may know, and may conſider, and 
underſtand - at once, that the hand of the 


Loxp hath done this, and that the Holy 
One of Iſrael hath created it. When they 
all will ſee the nation ſuddenly elevated from 

a ſtate of the moſt abject miſery, to that of the 


moſt exalted happineſs; they all will in- 


ſtantly be obliged to acknowledge, that it 


was not owing to any natural cauſe, but to 
the interference of the Holy One of Iſrael, 
| whoſe power is over all; and whom they will 


then all acknowledge for the only One true 


God, the Sovereign of the Univerſe. Thus, 


it is clear, that all the world will be brought. 
to the knowledge of the One God, by means 


of the bo: JO „ a8 I have already obſerved. i in 
Tre - | 1 
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my Letters to Dr. Prieſtley *; for as * 
are now ſcattered almoſt over the whole face 
of the earth; their miraculous reſtoration, ; 
| &c. will of courſe, be made known in all 


parts of the globe; and thus, will the truth d 


by their means be diſſe minated ee 


the world. 


In verſe 25 oth "Re The 8 in = + 
| conciſe terms, informs us of the captivity of 
the ten tribes, and of their return in the lat- 


ter days. As- he had in the preceding verſes 


obſerved, that there was not one among all 
the Gentile nations, that could of a truth, 
foretell future events; he now acquaints us, 
that this was not the caſe with Iſrael; for 

that they had real Prophets among them, 
| who by the true ſpirit of prophecy, foretold 
future events, as he ſays, © I have raiſed 

(one) up from the north, and he is come.” 
I foretold by the mouth of the Prophet the 
coming of the king of Aſſyria, whom I had 


— 


appointed to deſtroy Samaria - ꝶ, and it is 


„Letters to Dr. Prieſtley, in 3 to his Fi > Saws : 
to the Jews, page 54. ft Edit. and page 9 of the Se. 


come to * : for at the time that this Pro- 


cond and Third Editions. 
+ Thus alſo Jenn. i. 14. and iv. ih | oy . 
5 phecy 


ON THE PROPHECIES. A 


ohh was delivered by Iſaiah, Samaria was 
already deſtroyed : he therefore ſays, he is 
come; an evidence of the truth of what _ 


Prophet predicted. 


He then ſpeaks of ew reſtoration, * fo 13 4 
the riſing ſun ſhall he (the Meſſiah) invoke 


my name: and ſhall come upon the princes, 
as on mortar; even as the potter treadeth 
down the clay.” For then the kings and 


princes of the earth, will be eſteemed by the 
Meſſiah, but as clay. Having thus ſhewn 
the captivity of Iſrael, as alſo their re- 


demption, (for Halah, and Habor, &c. 


where the ten tribes were carried captive, 
lay north-eaſt of the holy land) two events 
diametrically oppoſite to each other, he again 
challenges the gods of the nations, ver. 26th. 


« Who hath declared this from the begin- 
ning, that we might know- it ? and before- 
hand, that we W lay, The prediction is 
trus | * 

Te Prophet then informs us, that three 
perfections are included in the certain pre- 
diction of future events. Firſt, the perfect 


and exalted degree of him (the One true 
God) who commands the Prophet to pro- 
claim ſuch and ſuch events. Second, the 
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Sh regen of the Prophet who. ra 


nation among whom the ſpirit of prophecy 


was not one that heard your words.” Here, 
it was all fiction: neither were any of the 
ſelves to be deluded by ſuch vanities. 
| ich. Behold they are here: and to Jeruſalem 
who not being able to enter into the true ſpirit 


ſage: for it is not the reading of Hebrew 
| ſuperficially, or collating of incorrect and 


e oY 
v TY? 


prophecy. Third, the perfection of the 


exiſts. But none of all theſe ever had ex- 
iſtence, among any of the nations, except the 
Jews; and therefore, he ſays, There was - 
not one that foretold it.” Not one of all 
their oracles was able to predict bs" . Not 
one that declared it.” There was no true 
Prophet among them, to declare i it. There 


as if ſpeaking to the idols, he tells them 
that no one could hear their words; ; for that 


nations worthy of having true Prophets 
among them, becauſe they ſuffered them- 


He then proceeds, ver. 27, l firſt (fay) to 
will I give the meſſenger of glad tidings. 
This ſentence, 1 find, has greatly perplexed 
the generality of Chriſtian commentators ; 
of the language, its idioms, and phraſeology; 
have totally miſtaken the ſenſe of the paſ- 


faulty 


donn THE: 'PROPHEOMES. | 2 
faulty manuſcripts, how numerous ſoever, 
that forms the true Hebraiſt, a _  -% 
him to underſtand perfectly, he ese N 
languages 0.asto know for a certainty, where 1 
an ellipſis, emendation, or tranſpoſition is 
neceſſary: No: theſe will not effe& it: on 
the contrary, it requires a profound know 
ledge in the language, which is ſcarcely at- 3 

tainable, but by many years intenſe ſtudy, 1 8 
and application; eſpecially, an early acquain-⸗- | 
ance with it in ones youth, fo as to become 
habituated to it, as to a mother tongue. It 
therefore, is no wonder, that inferior judges, 
often imagine that to be obſcure, which had 
they been thoroughly acquainted with the 
language, (fo different in the boldneſs of its 
ſtyle: but above all, in the ſudden tranſitions | 
of perſon, time, and place) would have ap- 
peared exceeding clear. Of this, we have 

an inſtance, in the paſſage now under con- 
ſideration: for Dr. Lowth, late Biſhop f 
London, in his notes on Ifaiah, obſerves, 
« This verſe is ſomewhat obſcure, by the 
tranſpoſition of the parts of the ſentence, and 

the peculiar manner in which it is divided 

into parrallel lines. He then, attempts to 
explain the form and ſenſe of it by a par  ® 

VOL. th > 8 pPhraſe, 1 
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mne which i is far from the real Knit 4 5 
meaning of the Prophet, as will be ſhewn. 
preſently. And a late writer obſerves * 
„ The meaning of this verſe is doubtful. 7 

I follow the LXX and Arabic, who ſeem. to 
have had the word irn in the firſt ſentence; 
and not in the laſt. But both theſe opi- 

nions, are ſo far from truth, that on the 
contrary, the verb u will give: has no 
connexion whatever with the firſt part of 
the ſentence ; the real meaning of which, 1 
ſhall alſo explain by way of paraphraſe: but 
muſt firſt premiſe, that the Prophet having 
ſhewn the captivity of the ten tribes, as alſo 
their reſtoration at the coming of the Meſ- 
ſiah; and having challenged the idols as 
above mentioned, obſerves in confirmation 
of the truth of Divine Revelation, Of the 
firſt (i. e. their captivity) I fay to Zion, 
Behold they are here; Behold, it is already 
come to paſs; ſo that ye may plainly ſee, 
that this prophecy is exactly fulfilled; and 
thereſore, ye ought to believe the truth of. 

the ſecond prediction, viz. That to Jeru- 
ſalem I will give the meſſenger of glad tid- 
A new Tranſlation of Lais wich 2 dec. * a 
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ings.” F This, is the real ſenſe of the pro- 
phecy, in which, there is not the leaſt ob- 
ſcurity, but the whole is thus rendered plain 
and connected. In the laſt two verſes of the 
chapter, he again e of the A of the 
ichs EY 
In chapter xli. wk iſt, till the ind of. 
verſe 4th, he ſpeaks of the Meſſiah, whom 
he characterizes as follows. Firſt. That 
he is to be God's choſen ſervant, the ſame 
as was his anceſtor David. Behold my 
ſervant,” on whom I will depend; the fame 
as a king depends on a confidential and tried 
ſervant. ** My choſen in whom my ſoul 
delighteth.” Second. He is to be endowed. 
with the ſpirit of prophecy ; I have made 
my fpirit reſt upon him: and thus ſays the 
Prophet elſewhere, (chap. ii. 2 J And the 
fpirit of the Loxp ſhall reſt upon him,” 
c&c. And as he will be thus gifted, he will 
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not only judge his own people, but He 7 


ſhall bring forth judgement to the nations.“ 
Conformable to what the Prophet ſaid, (chap. 
H. 4.) „And he ſhall judge among the na- 
tions; and he ſhall plead with many peo: 
ples.” And as thoſe who judge, or admo- _ 
| niſh, often expreſs themſelves, in 4 loud, 
e haughty, 


858 | DIS5ERTATIONS. _ 
- haughty, authorative tone; the Prophet. ** 
„ forms us, that the conduct of the Meſſiah 
8 Vill be the very reverſe of this, for, He 
| ſhall not cry aloud, nor raiſe a clamour, nor 
| cauſe his voice to be heard without. Nei- 
ther will he rule arbitrarily, nor oppreſs 
even the weak and defenceleſs, as he ſays 
verſe 3d. The braiſed reed he ſhall not 
break ; and. the dimly burning flax, he ſhall 
not quench: he ſhall bring fotth judgement 
to truth.” For as his knowledge will not 
be a natural, but ſupernatural endowment, 
an emanation of the ſpirit of the holy God, 
he of courſe, will judge according to truth, 
He then informs us, verſe 4th, that he will 
not be under the neceſſity of fatiguing him- 
ſelf, by being obliged to go about ſrom place 
to place in different countries, in order to 
eſtabliſh his authority, and inculcate his doc- 
trine, for that the nations will of their own 
accord receive his law, and therefore, © He 
ſhall not be fatigued, nor (his force) be 
broken, until he hath firmly ſeated judge - 
ment in the earth: and the iſlands wall 
earneſtly wait for his law.” © 1 
This, is the character of the Meſſiah, a8 5 
given by the Prophet, i in a plain undiſguiſed 


_ — 


„ x afro 0 OS TG ER ont ee — — 


on THE PROP HECIES. „ 
| manner: and which Chriſtians in general 
apply to Jeſus. . And Biſhop Lowth, in his 
notes on Tſaiah, obſerves, ** In this chapter 
he proceeds to the great deliverance: and at 
once brings forth into full view, without 
throwing any veil of allegory over the ſub- 
jet, the Meſſiah. Behold, my ſervant, Meſ- : 
ſiah, ſays the Chaldee. St. Matthew has ap- 
plied it directly to Chriſt: nor can it with 
any Juſtice or propriety be applied to any 
other perſot or character whatever. That 
it cannot be applied to any perſon or cha- 
rater that has hitherto appeared, I heartihy 
aſſent to: but whoever will carefully. and 
_ candidly, in an impartial and unprejudiced 
manner, take a view of the acts recorded of 


| Jeſus in the New Teſtament, and comp | 


them with the character of the perſon here 
given, will be fully convinced that, he could 
not be the perſon meant by the Prophet; 
for not one of the conditions of the charac- 
ter of the Meffiah, fo plainly foretold by the 
Prophet, was ever falkilled 3 in the 3 of 
Jjeſus: for in the firſt place, he was not en- 
titled to the character of a Prophet, becauſe 


he was deficient in the eſſential characte 
a N as [ * ſhewn at t large, in my 
Anſwer 
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- Anſwer to Dr. Prieſtley' s Firſt Letters to 
+» Uh « Jews. Second, he was ſo far r 
judging the nations, that he was not even Aa 
judge among thoſe of his own nation, as I 
have already ſhewn in this work“, and in 
my Letters to Dr.! Prieſtley, &c. Much 
leſs did he fulfill the third condition, f 
firmly ſeating judgement i in the earth. Nor 
fourthly, did the nations or iſlands earneſtly 
wait for his law; on the contrary, he went 
about from place to place preaching and 
teaching, &c. and afterwards ſent out twelve 
apoſtles to preach and inculcate his doctrine, 


which afterwards, from the time of Con- 


ſtantine, was ſo ſucceſsfully promulgated by 
fire and ſword, in direct oppoſition; to what 


the Prophet informs us is to be the peace. 
able kingdom of the Meſſiah, as muſt fully 


convince every candid, impartial, and un- 


biaſſed mind, that the character here given 


of the Meſſiah, can by no means, with juſtice 
and propriety be applied to Jeſus; becauſe, 
not one of the characters which diſtinguiſi 


the Meiiah, were accompliſhed in his per- 


ſon; conſequently, the accompliſhment of 


ms remains to be fulfilled in the ger" of 


2 Page 65 69. oy 
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this true Meſſiah, Who i is to appear at the ap- : 
pointed time, to redeem the a if; Pro | 


dicted by the Prophet. 
The Prophet then proceeds to n us, 
that we are not to conſider. the reſtoration of 


Iſrael by the Meſſiah, as a light and trivial 95 
matter: but that, conſidering the degraded 


and oppreſſed ſtate of the nation, it may 
rather be deemed a ſpecies.of- creation, and 
therefore only to be effected by him, who 
created the world at the beginning, as he 
fays, verſe. 5th. Thus faith the God, even 
the Lokp, who. created the heavens, and. 
| ſtretched them out; who! ſpread abroad the 
earth, and the een thereof; who giveth 
bn to the people upon it, and ſpirit to 
Who walk therein.“ He who! hath; 
e all this, he alone, is able to reſtore the 


nation, from its abject, and deplorable ſtate; . 
and therefore, ſpeaking to the Meſſiah, he 


ſays, (verſe th.) I the Loxp have called 
thee in righteouſneſs: I have a long time 
ſpoken of thee by the mouth of my Pro- 
phets ; and therefore, at the appointed time 


of che redemption, * I will take hold of 


thee, and will preſerve thee: I will give 
_ thee power and dominion above all men, 
and 
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| and will ſupport thee in it. And 1 vi 
give thee for a covenant. to my people, for a 
light to the nations.“ Vou fhall be a arg | 

venant of peace and fafety to my people, and 

ſhah alſo enlighten the nations, as farther 
explained, verſe 7th. To open the eyes of 
the blind; to bring the captive out of con- 

_ finement; and from the dungeon, thoſe that 

dwell in darkneſs. Here, ee office | 

of the Meſſiah chants ſhewn, as well in 
reſpect to the nations as to Iſrael: for as to 
the former, who may juſtly be ſaid, to be in 

a ſtate of fpiritual blindneſs, on account af 

their not having a clear idea of the truth and 

Unity of God : he is therefore, to enlighten 

them, and open their eyes to the truth: and 

as to the latter, who are in a ſtate of bondage, 
he is to bring the captive out of conſine- 
knowledge of the true faith. And there- 
fore, the Prophet ſays, verſe Stb, I am 
Fenovan, that is my name; and my glory 
will I not give to another, nor my praiſe. to 
tte graven images.” God will not then any 
longer, ſuffer any other to aſſume the honour 
due to him, as Creator of the world, as hath 
been, and as is the caſe at preſent, when 


S348 ; 
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men pay divine honours to images, and dead 
men; No; ſuch things will then ceaſe to be: 
for the Meſſiah will bring all mankind to 
the knowledge and worthip of the One eter- 
nal living God. And as an evident proof of 
the truth of what he had thus predicted, he 
ſays, verſe goth, The former predictions, 
lo! they are come to paſs; and new events 
1 now declare; before they Fring forth, I 
make them known unto you.” Nothing 
can be a ſtronger, or more convincing proof 
of the truth of prophecy, and the accom- 
pliſhment of the future events ſo foretold, 
than this poſition: for if the former pro- 
phecies, delivered ſo many centuries back, 
foretelling the dreadful calamities that were 
to befall the nation in conſequence of their 171 
diſobedience, and their diſperſion into almoſt 
every part of the globe; and at the ſame 
time, clearly pointing out their miraculous 
_ preſervation amid{f ſuch a number of ſur- 
rounding enemies, have all been fully ac- 
compliſhed; not the leaſt doubt, can poſſibly 
be entertained of the completion of the fu- 
ture events predicted by the Prophet. 
The Prophet having in the ann 

verſes, ſhewn the great bleſſin gs that will 

Vol. I. : L. 1 | * 
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attend the coming of the Meſſiah, ir.” 1 
be the means of bringing all mankind to ther. 
knowledge of the One true God; now 
huorts them, to return thanks to him, for his 
great mercy and kindneſs: and alſo informs 
us, that God will not for ever ſuffer his peo- 
ple to remain in captivity, oppreſſed by their 
perſecutors; but will rouſe himſelf as a 
mighty man, to avenge them of their ene« 
mies, whom he emphatically ſtyles his ene- 
mies; as in verſe. 1oth, &c. “ Sing. unto. 
the Lord a new ſong; his praiſe from the 
ends of the earth: ye that go down to the 
ſea, and all that fill it: ye diſtant fea coaſts, 
and ye that dwell therein. Let the deſert, 
and the cities thereof lift up their voice; 
the villages inhabited by Kedar; let the in- 
habitants of the rock utter a joyful. ſound; 
let them ſhout from the top of the moun- 
tains : let them aſcribe glory to the Loxy;. 
and in the iſlands make known his praiſe. 
The LoRD ſhall march forth like an hero; 
like a mighty warrior ſhall he rouſe his 
\ vengeance : he ſhall cry aloud; he hall 
ſhout amain : he ſhall prevail over his ene- 5 
mies. I have long held my peace: ſhall 1 
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tae ? I will ery out like a woman in "abit 
I will ſwallow up, and devour them at once. 
I will make waſte the mountains and hills, 
and burn up all the graſs that is ypon them: 


I will make the rivers iſlands; and feorch 


up the pools of water.” He then, informs 5 
us, that God will at chat time lead his peo- 

ple back to the holy land, through ways not 
known to them; alluding to what the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel ſaid, (chap. xxv. 35. J % And 
1 will bring you into the. wilderneſs of the 1 
peoples, &. as will be ſhewn at large in 
the explanation of that prophecy. He alſo 
| ſhews that, at that time thoſe who had truſt. 
ed in idols and vanities, will be aſhamed and 
confounded, verſe 16th, &. Ll I will lead 
the blind in a way, which they have not 
known; and through paths which they knew 
not will I guide them; I will turn darkneſs 
into light before them; and the rugged 
ways into a ſmooth plain. Theſe things 


'E will 1 do for them, and will not forſake 


them. They who went backward, ſhall be 
utterly confounded, even' they who truſt i in 


the graven image; who fay unto the molten ; 
image, Ye are our God!“ | 


The e then proceeds to ſhew the 
L ; 2 "7. "On 


„ | DISSERTATIONS | Ts 
1 cauſe 1 our captivity: for as he had in * N 

OT: Nen verſes mentioned that, God had 
long held his peace; he now gives the rear 

ſon, why God had thus long held his peace, 

and ſuffered his people to remain in captivi- 


y; becauſe they did not hearken to the 
words of the Prophets, but inſulted them, 
as ſhewn verſe 18th, e. Hear, O ye deaf; 

and ye blind, look attentively, that ye may 
ſee. Here the Prophet upraids them with 
, acting as blind and deaf perſons ;- ſince they 


would neither hear the words of the Pro- 

phets, nor ſee, and conſider the wonderful 2 

works of God: on the contrary, they ſcoffed 

at, and mocked the Prophet, ſaying, ** Who 
is blind but my ſervant; and deaf as my 
meſſenger, whom I have ſent: who is blind, 

as he who is perfect; and blind as the ſer- 

vant of the Loxp ?”” This was the manner, 

they treated the Prophets, and therefore, the 
Prophet Hoſea ſays, (Hoſ. chap. ix. 7.) 

« The days of viſitation are come: the days 
of recompence are come, Iſrael ſhall know 
that the Prophet was fooliſh, that the man 
of ſpirit was mad: for the greatneſs of thine 
iniquity,” &c. The Prophet thus proceeds, 
verſe 2oth, © Ye have often ſeen, but ye 


” < * 
4 


— 


— — — e — 8 — 
rr — 4 
n A . _ 
4 


— 
VE, HR 


. 
as 
= c 
= = =D © 
2 1% oof 
| . 
| y 4s 
[ 5 . . ; 
4 bo 4 
Wa 14 " 
* 5 at. 
1 = : ty 
- 4 nyt 
THT 
” | 5 
* * a 
3 1 
\ * 
= 
448 14 
4 144 
OS. of 1 5 
4 1 
_ 4 
— "mw 
4 © * wx 
AN 
g \ "4 "mY 5 
4 L * 
# if bel 
n 
"1% 
142 
4 | £ 
_ 
x KS] 
. 
\ * 
N 
14 
| FER 
\ 80 
* «a 
1 
; Ties; 
N «4571 
. % +! 
1 3 [4 
[ A. 
r 
844 
n 
by 9 * 74 
9 Tr 
1 
ui 7 41 * 
by 4.1% 
N 1 1 
4 - 4 Ts 
4. £ 
_ 
JT: + 
i "F513 
444 
40 
3 
1 
=O -M; 
3 * 
3 >, 
ny _ 4 
\ \ 
_ K 
| 5 
% by 
at Os 
"4 4A 
- 44 
U „ cl 
} 
m 
a 1 
— ik 
+ bo 
_ 
1 ? 
o i 4 
3 Us K 
wy , mJ , 
. 
0 1 . 
o bY} 
: . 
;& 
. 


r — _- 
2232 
[3 P 
—— 
— 


23 » „% „%% * 
— — . —d—x—x—x—x Sp en 
me ata PA 
PPP wrt rad Y 
. 
— 


— — Ade a WS ors oat ro Oct 6 
a . | 


* = . ? 2 "XS 

\ \ : _—_— | 
UTE — — 
—— ——＋⏑ — — 


IP - r — 
— — 9 
= \ : 


MS EPICAS: — 


— 

* 
FEY. 
NS 


on THE PROPHECIES.. N N 
regard not; your ears are open, but ye its 
not.” Ye have frequently ſeen the wonder- - 
ful works of God, but have not paid atten- 
tion to them, nor would ye hear the admo- 
nitions of. the Prophets, though ſent by God 
to inſtruct you, and lead you in the right 
path, for, The Loxp was pleaſed for his 
own righteouliiels fake, to magnify the Law, 


and adorn it.” He was deſirous that the lar 


ſhould be magnified and adorned by Iſrael, 
by their ſtrict obſervance of it, for their ſal- 
vation; and therefore, continually ſent his 
Prophets to admonith them; but as they 
would not hearken to them, they are ſpotl- 
ed, &c. verſe 22d. © For this is a people, 
ſpoiled and plundered : all of them are ſnared 
in holes, and plunged in dark dungeons ; . 
they are become a ſpoil, and there is none | 
to reſcue them; a Plunder, and no one faid, 
Reſtore.” | 
He then proceeds to ſhaw that, activ 
ſanding. all this hath happened to them, yet, 
is there none, that attend to, and conſider it 
as the effect of God's wrath : acknowledge 
their guilt, and return to the Loxp to ſeek. 
his forgiveneſs, in fincerity and truth, verſe 
2 3d, & Se. . is there * you, that 


— 
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© _ liſten to this, that will 3 and 
attend to it for the future! ? Who hath 55 | 
Jacob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to plunderers ? 
Was it not the LORD againſt whom they. 
have ſinned; in whoſe ways they. would not 
walk, and whole law they would not obey? 
Therefore he poured out upon them the heat 
of his wrath, and the violence of war: and 
it kindled a flame about him, y t did he not 
perceive it; "no it hurneg: Hin, ee he; _ 
not conſider it.” +: 
The Prophet 8 n oven is cauſ 
7 of their dreadful captivity, &c. proceeds now 
* to comfort them, by aſſuring them, that al- 
+ __.__ though they were on account of their mani- 
+ fold fins, ſent into captivity, yet, ſhould they 
not be afraid of being totally annihilated 
amongſt the nations, whither they ſhould be 
driven, as was the caſe of many. great and 
powerful monarchies; for that he who crea- 
ted and formed them, would moſt affuredly | 
protect them, chap. xliiid. ver. 1ſt, 4 Yet 
now, thus ſaith the Lox D, who created thee, 
O Jacob ; and who tormed thee, O Iſrael: 
Fear thou not, for I have redeemed thee; I 
have called thee by thy name, thou art mine. 


* Heb, We © bare Tn” 
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wi: thou paſſeſt through waters, Ian 
with thee; and through the' rivers, they 
ſhall-not overwhelm thee: when thou walk= 
eſt in the fire, thou ſhalt not be ſcorched ; 
and the flame ſhall not take hold of thee.” 
By this figurative language, the Prophet 
clearly points to what hath befallen the na- 
tion in Spain, Portugal, and other parts, 
during this long and dreadful captivity: viz. 
that on account of the numerous fearful per- 
| ſecutions and maſſacres which they. ſuffered, 
numbers who were not poſſeſſed of ſufficient 
courage and fortitude to hold up againſt theſe 
afflictions, apoſtatized ; others had their chil- 
dren forced from them, as already mentioned | 
page 30—32, and clearly ſhews us, that 
though this hath happened to them, yet are 
they not to be entirely ſeparated from Iſrael; 
but ſhall moſt aſſuredly be united again to 
the nation, as God ſays, I have called 
thee by thy name: thou art mine.” For as 
I originally called thee by thy name, and 
made choice of thee, to be my peculiar 
choſen people, it is not in thy power, by 
any means, to incorporate thyſelf with any 
other nation, or religion, without my con- 
ſent; for thou art mine, and mine, thou 
N 1 muſt 


_ 
0 


e e 


* 8 2 ca l * = "Pp Arn 
| l ——— 0 een, n — —_ — A — — 
= > A ws _—_— \ — = \ OY \ - 
8 1 1 —— — * " FS —— IS iy . _ - Ax - > \ 1 
N 8 — 4 a _ = _— 
— - * » = - 
Pa - FORTS FY — o -— _ N . — oy 4s <a —_— 9 — = : 1 — os 
o — * . gs - — 05 20 — a = * _ — —_ bi 4 \ or” N 
5 0 — = So — 2 BA —__— Wo * 3 1 > : - ren WE —Ig : 2 2 * - 2 a, -- — ew. l 
awe — A * FR R =_ £ R 7 2 * Ts e F > e — 2 — n 2 =o hy g * — 4 
——— — pl eres REA N ADS — moo — ¶ on Fw —_ AP aa * — PEW eo £ — . > po — FX r * cen. + 8 2 * > = — 2 
. * * 8 12 — 3 57 — * 1 r = _ S. = om — — — we — _ 2 x = 
. r * — — — — = 7 2 
ack, ad n 1249 = „ * 2 — 8 S — #4 Bare. - —_— * * = — — A 6 > * — 1 
— — — 6 — * 22 2. n ; Cn 2 — = WOW; N 3 * n — - 42/5 
— Ps; — 7 - . < a aa. a — 8 * - — — 
* : - * » _— pe « ines „ 
4 2 
« 4 | 
* 
- - Ys 1 » "4 38 
i i 
- 
1 1 
: p 
x 
p 8 


— — — 


— —ä—ũ—4 — 


- as CTY - wy 5 2 
e I" Re a = 
A *＋ 


_ : PSs ZI 123 
een — Cs * n 
1 = * P — -- 
r — l - \ - ' 
noon, De "Ae as ——— oo = A - my, + = wage, mM > 2 
-- - . _—— 4 © @s, vw _ 
- \ l : : l 


i 4 
vs 
i? 


A 


$ 
* N | 


a, DISSERTATIONS | 
muſt then of neceſſity remain : TOY thers- 


fore, though, Thou paſſeſt through 


the waters, I am with - thee.” Although 4 


thou ſhouldeſt be baptized with water; yet 


am I with thee; thou canſt not withdraw 


thyſelf from my ſervice; for though thou 
ſhouldeſt paſs through all the rivers, yet, 


would they be inſufficient, to waſh thee, 


from thy allegiance to me: and which hath - 
really been the caſe: for almoſt all thoſe who 


apoſtatized, diſſembled, and returned to the 


boſom of the nation, on the firſt opportu- 
nity that offered; and their deſcendants are 


continually doing it to this day, as mention- 
ed page 18. note 2d. And the conſequence 
of this is, that they have conſtantly been ac- 


cuſed of relapſing to Judaiſm, and are there- 


fore without mercy, frequently committed 
to the flames by the inquiſition: the Pro- 
phet therefore aſſures them, that though 


they walk through the fire, they ſhall not 


be ſcorched; and the flame ſhall not take 
hold of them. Although their bodies are 


thus delivered over to the fire, yet ſhall not 


their ſouls, their immortal part be ſcorched, 
nor the flame take hold of it: For I am 


the 0s FFP God, the "Ou One of Iſrael, 
_ thy 
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as ſaviour; I have given Egypt for thy 
ranſom ; Cuſh, and Seba, in thy ſtead,” 
And, as I have aforetime given Egypt, &c. 5 
for thy ranſom, ſo, Becauſe thou haſt been 
precious in my fight, thou haſt been ho- 
noured, and I have loved thee; therefore, 
will I give men inſtead of thee, and people“ 
inſtead of thy ſoul. Fear thou not, for I 
am with thee: from the eaſt I will bring 
thy children, and from the weſt I will gather 
thee together: I will ſay to the north, Give 
up; and to the ſouth, withhold not : bring 
my ſons from afar; and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth : Every one that is 
called by my name, and whom for my glory 
I have created; whom I have formed, yea, 


whom I have made.” The Prophet thus, To. 


plainly ſhews the reſtoration of the nation _ 
from all parts of the world, where they are 
diſperſed in this preſent captivity; and that 
they are all to be collected: all that have been, 
or are called by his name; every one that 
belonged to the nation, called his peculiar 
people; although they or their parents had 
apoſtatized; yet, are they all to be collected; 
not one is to be left among the nations; 


L Heb. People. - e 
vor, L 1 Pech 
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} Tina he had formed: them, and choſen . 
them for his glory; to hand down the know⸗ 
ledge of his Unity among the nations hither- 
to; and at their reſtoration, be the means, | 
of bringing all mankind to the true knows 
ledge of God ; when he alone, will be ac - 
| knowledged, and all falſe worſhip aboliſhed: | 
which may very. juſtly be called, the true 
glory of God. Theſe events, it muſt be 
acknowledged, have never yet been fulfilled, 
not at their return from the Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity; and much leſs in the perſon of Jeſus: 
for he was ſo far, from collecting the loſt 
ſheep of Iſrael, and punithing their enemies, 
as here foretold by the Prophet; that on the 
contrary, in his time, their enemies grew 
ſtrong and powerful, and a few years after 
his death, carried them captive out of their 
land, which they have never recovered, but 
remain ſcattered in all parts of the globe to 
this very day. Whence it is manifeſt, that 
this Prophecy, remains to be accompliſhed; 
which it no doubt will, at the coming 1 
the true Meſſiah, at the appointed time. 
The eighth Prophecy, commences chap. 
xlixth. verſe 7th, and is continued to the 
ond. of the laſt verſe of the ſame. _ 


on PTY PROPHEOIES. | 7 
. the purpbrt of: this prophecy is len 


its introduction is obvious: Thus faith 


the Lok p, the redeemer of Iſrael, his ſanc- 
 tifier.” By this expreſſion, the Prophet in- 
forms us, that God was not only the tem- 


poral redeemer of Iſrael, but that he was 
their ſpiritual redeemer alſo; their Sanctiſier. 
He then proceeds, * To the deſpiſed foul z 


the abhorred nation; the ſervant of (many) 
rulers.” In theſe few lines, the Prophet 


has with a maſterly hand, drawn a picture 

of the real abject ſtate of the nation, and the 
eſtimation in which they are held, in this 
preſent captivity: for in the firſt place, 


Chriſtians conſider them, as a blind, obſti- 


nate, and ſuperſtitious people; ; labouring 


under a ſpiritual blindneſs: and that having 


erucified the lord of life, and ſtill continuing 
to reject him, they are now in a ſtate of 

damnation, and cannot be ſaved, unleſs they 
are regenerated by baptiſm, and thus brought _ 
into the boſom of the Church: he therefore, | 

_ juſtly calls them, the deſpiſed ſoul: for 

their ſouls are conſidered as actually loſt to 


falvation, in the ſtate they are in at preſent: 


Secondly, being deprived of all temporal ho- ; 
Nour ah glory, and on account of ſome 
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: dete dee of feature, &c. held in perfect | 
contempt; the Prophet very properly: calls 
them, the abhorred nation.” He then, 

thirdly, ſhews their extreme miſery, in be⸗ 
ing ** the ſervant of many rulers; ſo that 
they are not oppreſſed by one maſter only, 
but are cruelly treated by different maſters; 
- and as theſe maſters are ſometimes at enmity 
with each other, they are ſure to ſuffer, let 
who will prevail, and are not compaſſionated 
by any: Nay, even the halcion days of peace, 
and the joyful moments of tranquility, have > 
been . equally fatal to them, with thoſe of 
war. The truth of this, may be eaſily proved, 
by a reference to their Hiſtory in the Eaſt, 
in Spain &, Portugal, England, &c. where 
we may find, what prodigious numbers of 
our miſerable and ill-fated anceſtors were 
maſſacred, in cool blood, or ſacrificed to a 
blind indignation, for fancied tranſgreſſions, 
the commiſſion of which, was not only un- 
true, but impoſſible, as will be ſhewn more 
at large, in the ſecond part of this work. 
The Prophet therefore, to comfort them, 
aſſures them of the enjoyment of three things, 
inſtead of their ſufferings, that will be really 
* See * TOR of the Jews. Anglo OE : 
e 


1 — 


— — — 
by r RS Ts 
Y \ 
p — III —_— n 
— — — - _— — — — = > - — — = > > — —— — | 
bs L q had 2 4 \ 
— * 2 — 8 _ * - as. Shs a _ = \ | — ä ie A. \ 
o 7 bo pet 125 ot _ - - — tn © F. 
2 —— — — _— —-— —— = 8 — bo gb A wm * * 5 — — —= 9 = — 
A — — p — — Mg N A £ 2 8 — - 1 
= wa ods p — , Inc. —— — 2 alli — a — UI Ins . i * . ———— . * > 2 oo n 1 Fd nd = 
— P . SAAD was as n « a = - * * * — * * . — — — — 5 
” - — — 2 5 —— : e ot. 4. 4s — = — 
ww 422 LEA Th - — — ins * 14 «> —=Y I= FT I, - #7 . tbe be 4 = * 
4 
: 


—— — Ss 


4654 
E 


>" 2 


- — — 
— > o-_—_— — 
„ N _ 

—U—U—U— — — — 


„ 
2 oo 


_ 
— ———— 
— — 
— 


——ä———: — — 


—— : l 
— —— —— w. .... 
777. en re | — — — 


— 
0 
tr * 


—— __- 3 = 
— — Or — ä — —ę—¼ — 4 — 
— 4 — — 
= # - — — 
3 * , * 3 
* pager yh 
» 8 - 


oN Inn rnornzelzs. „ 


glorious and honourable to. them; both a8 
to their temporal, and ſpiritual ſtate: for 
inſtead of being a ſervant to many maſters, . 
« Kings ſhall fee (them) and riſe up: and 

inſtead of being an abhorred nation, ** Prin- 
ces alſo ſhall worſhip (them).” And he 
farther ber. them, that this would not 
be on account of their great power, &c. 
but; < For the ſake of the Lox D, who is 
faithful.” ” Who is faithful in the perform- 
ance of his promiſe to redeem them, which 
will then be fulfilled. And, inſtead of the 


reproach now. caſt upon them, on account 


of their religious tenets, for which, he calls 
them, the deſpiſed ſoul,” he informs us, 
that they will be acknowledged to be an 
3 holy and ſanctified people, Becauſe of the 
Holy One of Iſrael, for he hath choſen thee.” 
And who, conſequently, will endow them 
with a ſtate of ſpiritual perfection, under 
the immediate protection of his divine _ : 
vidence. 

The Supreme Being then informs the 
Prophet when this will be, verſe 8th, © Thus 
_ faith the Lox : In the ſeaſon of acceptance 
have I heard thee, and in the day of ſalvation 
have I a thee; Be not t ſurpriſed, that 

I have 
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I have not during this long captivity, wb; : 
ſwered thee in thy troubles, by redeeming | 
dee; for behold, there is a certain appointed 

ſeaſon ſor thy redemption, which, it ſhall , 
buy no means exceed: being the time, I de- 
85 tetmined to puniſh you in captivity, for your 


ſins; from which, being cleanſed, the ac- 5 


; ceptable ſeaſon will commence, when I will 
| anſwer you: and on the day decreed by me, 
for your falvation, I will help, and fave you. 
But, as you may ſay, who will live to ſee 


this day? as perhaps, long before, the ap- 


pointed time, our enemies, by the cruel and 


dreadful afflictions which they inflict upon 
us, may totally deſtroy and annihilate us: 


J affure you, That I will preſerve thee: 1 
1 will preſer ve thee during the captivity: 


and at the time of thy redemption, will 


Give thee for a covenant of the people.“ 
Ve ſhall be my covenanted eſtabliſhed peo- 
ple for ever. And thus ſays Moſes, (Deut. 
© XXViii. 9.) © The Lord ſhall eſtabliſh thee 
an 10 people unto himſelf,” &c. And at 
that time, the reſurrection will alſo take 


place; for the appointed day above men- 


5 tioned, ſhall be, To reſtore the earth: 


That is, as Jonathan explains it, ap 


who ſleep in the duſt. 


The Prophet then, again mentions their 
return to their land, the redemption of the 
captives, and the reſurrection of the dead: 
for as to the firſt, he ſays, © To cauſe the _ 
deſolate heritages to be poſſeſſed. To cauſe | 
them to poſſeſs their ancient ROE 
which hath been deſolate, during this long 
_ captivity. Concerning the ſecond, he ſays, 


« Saying to thoſe who are bound, Go forth; 
For the captives, are compared to priſoners 


bound with fetters. And of the third, he lays, 
And to thoſe that are in darkneſs, Ap- 


pear:” for the dead, are actually i in the dark, 
in their graves covered with earth; but at 


the time of the reſurrection, will appear 


publickly to mankind. He alſo informs 
us, that they all will be reſtored, and that 


during their journey, they ſhall not be in 


want of any thing: They ſhall feed be- 
fide the ways, and on all the eminences ſhall 
be their paſture. They ſhall not hunger, 


neither ſhall they thirſt; neither ſhall the 8 


glowing heat, or the ſun ſmite them: for he 
that hath compaſſion upon them, ſhall lead 
ton and N the e of water, he will 
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tains an even way; and my cauſeys ſhall be : 
 _ raifed on high. Lol theſe ſhall come from 
| | afar; and lo! theſe from the north and weſt; ; 
4 and theie from the land of Sinim .* The 
deſcription of the journey, the plenty chat! is 
to attend them, and the guidance of them 
by the Lox D JE HO VAE in perſon; together 
with their collection from the four quarters 
af the globe: (for by the expreſſion from 
afar, properly denotes the ſame, as if he had 
ſaid m2 from the eaſt, becauſe, the caſt is 
far from the land of promiſe, it being ſitu- 
ated rather more to the weſt, And the 
land of Sinim, denotes the ſouth, as Jona- 
than obſerves, x27 3D From the land of 
the ſouth) all plainly demonſtrate, that this 
prophecy, was not fulfilled at their return 
from the Babyloniſh captivity, as Chriſtian 
commentators in general ſeem to explain it: 
neither will any be fo hardy, as to fay, that 
it was fulfilled by Jeſus; as it does not in 
any one inſtance accord with any act of his 
recorded in the New Teſtament : of courle, 
it is manifeſt, that it points to the future 
glorious reſtoration of the nation, from this 


en captinztn. in the perſon of the trus 
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Meſſiah: and the latter part of the prophecy; ; 
tends greatly to n the A and | 
force of this poſition. | | 
In verſe 13th, the Prophet 1 al ; 
nature to give thanks to God, for the great 
deliverance of his choſen people. Sing 
aloud, O ye heavens; and rejoice, Ocarth;. 
ye mountains burſt forth into ſong': for the 
LorD hath comforted his people, and will . 
have compaſſion on his afflicted.” | 
The Prophet then proceeds to exhibit thi 
n of Zion, during this long capti- 
vity, together with God's kind and animat- 
ing anſwer. ' © But Zion faith, the Loxp 
| hath: forſaken me, and my Lox p hath for- 
gotten me. Can a woman forget her ſucking 
infant; that ſhe ſhould have no tenderneſs ' 
for the ſon.of her womb? even theſe may 
forget; But I will not forget thee.” And 
here, it is proper, that we enquire, why 
God's: anſwer, was not commenſurate to. 
Zion's complaint : for the complaint of Zion 
was twofold, viz. that the Lorp had for- 
ſaken her, and that he had alſo forgotten 
her: whereas, God only anſwers her con- 
cerning the forgetfulneſs, but is ſilent to the 
charge of forſaking her: the reaſon of which 
Vor. I. Nu „ 


74 Surety vs | 
is, that Zion, during this long. captivi WW 
complained, that the Loxp had forſaken her, 
as a woman, whoſe r d hath forlaken, 
and left her, and gone far diſtant from her: 
thus hath he left her a prey to the nations, 
without relieving her from her miſery; and 
alſo complains, that he had not thus only 
forſaken her, but had alſo forgotten her, as 
if ſhe was totally eraſed from his heart, and. 
was no more in being: fo that there is not 
the-leaſt hope of his ever returning to her 
again. To this, God anſwers, by - ſeeming 
to acknowledge that, he had indeed forſaken 
her, on account of her manifold ſins, but 
that he had by no means forgotten her : and 
therefore, brings an example from thoſe whoſe 
tenderneſs is moſt exemplary, to ſhew that, 
although ſuch might perhaps forget, yet, 
would he not forget; and as a proof, ob- 
ſerves, verſe 16. Behold, on the palms of 
my hands have I delineated thee : thy walls 
are for ever in my fight.” As it might have 
been common with mankind, when they 
wiſhed to remember any thing in a particu- 
lar manner, to bind ſomething about thei 
hands, or fingers, or perhaps write it on their 
hands; ſo, God, when — according 
t0 


| ON THE PROPHECIES. »-- 
to the language of man; expreſſes himſelf 
thus, to ſhew that, he is continually think- 
ing of them; and that their walls, which 
are broken down, are for ever in his fight, 
always thinking to reſtore them to their 


former ſtate. And it is not a little ſurpri- 
ſing, that Biſhop Lowth, in his notes on 


this paſſage, ſhould obſerve, This is cer= 


tainly an alluſion to ſome practice, common 
among the Jews at that time, of making 
marks on their hands and arms, by punc- 
tures on the ſkin, &c.—They had a method 
of making ſuch punctures indelible by fire, 
or by ſtaining. See Note on chap. xliv. 55. 
It is well known, that the pilgrims at the 
holy ſepulchre get themſelves marked in this 
manner, with what are called the Enſigns of 
Jeruſalem. Maundrel, p. 75; where he 
tells us how it is performed; and this art is 
practiced by travelling Jews all over the 


* In this Note, he has committed, a far greater blunder ; 
and which clearly evinces his ignorance of the Prophetic lan- 
guage, and his ſlaviſh adherence to a wretched ſyſtem, of cor- 
recting the printed text by manuſcripts, &c. (See Jarchi, 
Kimchi, Aben Ezra, &c.) and of which, I mean to take notice 
ina future publication, dedicated entirely to that Oye and 

Kennicot 5 fooliſh, and ridiculous ſcheme. 
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world at this day.” As it is not to be ſups 5 

poſed, that he could be ſo ignorant of the 
Jewish Ritual, as not to know, that he 
thaking of marks by punctures on the ſkin 
in the manner he deſcribes, was ſtrictly for- 
bidden them, ( Levit. xix. 28.) How could 
he then ſuppoſe it to be a practice common 
among them at that time? What ! becauſe 
Ignorant, zealous, bigotted, and ſuperſtitious _ 
pilgrims, get themſelves marked, at what 
they call the holy ſepulchre, with ſome fook 
iſh ſigns, are the Jews therefore to be branded | 

with a crime to which they were ſtrangers ? 
But is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that God 

would make uſe of an image (allowing for 
a moment, that they had fallen into ſuch an 
unlawful practice) ſo highly offenſive to him, 
as this muſt be, being the direct contrary to 
what he had commanded; to ſhew his con- 
tinual regard and attention towards them: 
for that would appear, as approving of the 
practice, which he had condemned by the 
hand of his ſervant Moſes : I am ſure, no- 
thing can be more abſurd and improbable, 
than a ſappoſition like this, He ſeems alſo 
to have been as little acquainted with their 
cuſtoms and manners at this preſent time; 
for 
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for no ſuch art is practiced by the e > 
Jews all over the world, at this day, as he 
has aſſerted : as I never knew, nor heard of 
any ſuch in my life; notwithſtanding a ſtrict 
enquiry on this ſubject, in my correſpon- A 
dence with the learned Jews in ſeveral parts 
of the world, as well as 1 in this Is 
The Prophet having hea n that God 
had not forgotten them, but was continually 
thinking of them and their reſtoration; ob- 
ſerves, Thy. children made haſte: Al- 
though I have not forgotten thee, | yet have 
thy children, the children of Zion, made 
haſte to forget their country: they had no 
regard for it, but were the cauſe of its de- 
ſtruction, for, Thy deſtroyers, and they 
that made thee waſte, came forth of thee *. 
They were thine own offspring: which 


21 cannot here forbear obſerving, that, Biſhop Lowth's 
note on this verſe, is one of the moſt falſe, and wretched 
pieces of criticiſm ever penned; and appears to me, to be 
the conſequence of a flaviſh adherence to ſyſtems; one of 
which, as already mentioned in the preceding note, may not 
unaptly be called the SCRIPTURE CORRECTING Mani, 
with which, for ſome few years back, the Chriſtian com- 
mentators, but more eſpecially, the Authors of the New, and 
Metrical tranſlations of the P 8 8 80 wiege have been io 
. allies. 2 


plainly 
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plainly ſhews, that 1 had forgotten their | 
relationſhip to thee. 

In contraſt to this, the Pk rene 
to inform us, that at the time of the redemp- 
tion, they will all be gathered together, from 
all parts of the globe; ſo that the country 
will be repleniſhed and adorned with them: 
and that although they have been ſo greatly 
reduced in the captivity, by their extreme 
ſufferings; ; yet, ſhould they be ſo abundant. 
at the reſtoration, as to be ſtraitened -for 
room; as in verſe 18th, &c. Lift up 8 
thine eyes around, and ſee; all theſe are ga- 
thered together, they come to thee. As I 
live, faith the Lok p, Surely thou ſhalt clothe 
and bind thyſelf with them all, as the bride 
doth her ornaments. For thy waſte, and 
thy deſolate places, and thy land laid in ruins: 
even now it ſhall be ſtraitened with inhabi- 
tants; and they that devoured thee, ſhall be 
removed far away. The ſons, of whom thou 
waſt bereaved, ſhall yet fay in thine ears: 
this place is too ſtrait for me; make room 
for me, that I may dwell. And thou ſhalt 
tay in thine heart: who hath begotten me 
theſe? I was bereaved of my children, and 


ſolitary ; an exile, and an outcaſt; who then 
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hath nurſed theſe up ? Lo! I was aban=- 
doned, and alone; theſe then, where were 
they?” As Zion will thus be ſurpriſed at 
the ſudden return of her children, the Pro- 
phet informs her, that all this will be effected 
by the Power of God, who will make the 
very nations, that have hitherto ſo cruelly | 
perſecuted them, be the inſtruments of their 
reſtoration, as in verſe 22d, &c. Thus faith 
the LoxpD God: Behold, I will lift up my 
hand to the nations; and to the people will 
I exalt my fignal; and they ſhall bring thy 
Tons i in their boſom *, and thy daughters ſhall 
be barne on their ſhoulders : and kings ſhall 
be thy foſter fathers, and their queens thy 
nurſing mothers; with their faces to the 
earth, they ſhall bow down unto thee, aud 
ſhall lick the duſt of thy feet. And thou 
ſhalt know that I am the Lox p; and that 
thoſe who truſt in —_ ſhall not be a- 
ſhamed.” 3 
As mankind in general. may doubt the a ac- 5 
compliſhment of this promiſe, on account 
of the great power and ſtrength of the na- 
tions; the Prophet introduces them as argu- 
* on che ſubject, as alſo God s anſwer to 


* Or, Lap. 


their 
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their reaſoning ;- verſe 24th, &c. 0 Shale 
ſpoil be taken away from the mighty 5 9 - 


ſhall the lawful captive be reſcued?” For 
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theſe were lawfully taken in battle; and 
f therefore juſtly detained. ** But thus faith the 
Loxp: The captives of the mighty ſhall be 
retaken ;”” for I am more mighty than you. 
And the ſpoil ſeized by the violent ſhall be 
reſcued. For ye took it not lawfully, but 
by force and violence; it therefore ſhall not 
only be delivered out of your hands: but I 
will puniſh you in a moſt exemplary: man- 
ner; and make ye the inſtruments of 'your 
own puniſhment; as in the latter part of 
verſe 25th, &c. For with thoſe, that 


contended: with thee, I will contend; and _ 


thy children I will deliver. And I will 
= gorge thine oppreſſors with their own fleſh; 
and with their own blood, as with new wine, 
will I drench them: and all fleſh ſhall know, 
that I the LoRD am thy ſaviour; and that 
thy redeemer is the Mighty One of Jacob.” 
From the whole tenour of this prophecy, 
it muſt be manifeſt to every diſpaſſionate 
mind, that it hath never yet been fulfilled ; 
for their return from Babylon does not ac- 
cord with any one feature of it: for as to 
their 


U 


\ 
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chal journey 1 thence, it did abt iu the 
leaſt reſemble that here deſcribed - by the 


Prophet: neither did they return from the 


eaſt, north, and weſt, and the land of Sinim, 
or the ſouth: whence, it is clear, that this 
pro phecy denotes the return of the whole 
nation : not the two tribes of Judah and 


Benjamin only, but the other ten ttibes alſo: 


whoſe return, together with thoſe that have 


apoſtatized, and thoſe who ſhall riſe at the 
refurrection, will fo encreaſe their numbers, 
as to render the words of the Prophet con- 
cerning the great populouſneſs of the nation, 
which at preſent: is ſo greatly reduced by 
their ſufferings, as to raiſe doubts'df the ac- 
compliſhment of the.prophecy, perfectly juſt, 


and ſtrictly conformable to truth: This, it 
is well known, did not take place at their 
return from the Babyloniſh captivity Nei- 


ther were they ſo long in captivity in Baby- 
lon, {not above fifty years) as that Zion 
could with propriety ſay, the Lox po had for- 


ſaken, and forgotten her: neither were they 
Held in ſuch contempt and abhorrence in 


Babylon; nor after their return, were they 
held in ſuch veneration, by kings, &c. as 


here mentioned: nor were their enemies 
EE: Oo puniſh- 


| | 
_ 188K rares 1 
| 3 as the Prophet declares . hall 
be, &c. And it would be waſting time to 
no purpoſe, to enquire, whether Jeſus. ever . 
fulfilled this prophecy, as nothing of the 5 
kind, ever took place in his time; we there- 5 
fore, cannot entertain the leaſt. doubt, of its 
full accompliſhment by the true Meſſiah, 
whoſe eſpecial miſſion is, to reſtore the dif 
perſed ſheep of Iſrael, plant them fafely in 
their own land, and ſubdue thc. enemies; 
and thereby, brin g the whole world to the = 
knowledge of the One true God. Amen. 
The ninth prophecy, commences chapter 0 
liſt. verſe 1ſt. and is continued to the end of 
verſe 12th of chapter lid. 
Before we proceed, it will be 5 to | 
ag that there are three following para- 
graphs, beginning with the ſame expreſſion: 
viz. Hearken to me; Attend to me; Hearken . 
to me; it is proper therefore, to enquire into 
the cauſe of this ſingularity, as the learned 
| Abarbanal obſerves. The ſolution will pre- 
ſently appear, when we conſider, that there 
are three great doubts, that naturally ariſe 
in the mind of the nation concerning the 
impediments that obſtruct, and may prevent 
their future redem Prion: ever OT place, 
F uſt, 
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the great 1 


which they ae Me nana, 
by perſecutions; baniſhments, &c:; during 
this long . dreadful captivity; ſo that 


there are now but very few to partake of it, 


if it ſhould take place. Second, If the re- 


demption is not to take place on account of 


the repentance, and righteouſneſs of the na- 
tion, (as already mentioned in the courſe of 
the work, page 60, 61, &c.) but according 


to the abſolute will and pleaſure of the Su- 
preme Being, we may afk, ' ſay they, Why 


God will be pleaſed to redeem them? and 
what is the reaſon that he will then be 


pleaſed to redeem them, ſince he hath not 
been pleaſed to redeem them hitherto, during | 
this long captivity ? Third, On account 
of the great power and ſtrength of the 


nations, amidſt whom they dwell; as already 


mentioned page 279, &. and who no doubt, 


would inſtantly cruſh every attempt made 
the balance of power; ſo that it would be 


next to an impoſſibility for them to aſſemble 
together from the different parts where they 


are diſperſed in ſmall bodies: becauſe, ſuch 


riſing, would by the ruling powers, be termed _ 


— and inſurrection againſt the ſtate 
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by theſe impediments; the Prophet makes 


Lorp.” For I do not mean, ſays he, to 
enter into a diſcuſſion with perverſe and obs 


N. dri 
2 i} 


vhere they are ſettled ; and = dulce 
cauſe no ſmall amen 


uud en be previiited; Aer uſhed if ._ 
the bud: they therefore, cannot morally 
hope for any thing elſe, but to remain as they = 
are, diſperſed in all pts _ ata toy = F 
ſtate where they reſide. 11185 . 
Now, in order to remove a raiſed e 


uſe of thoſe expreſſions, iti the farementioned | 
paragraphs : for as. to the firſt, viz. their 
diminution he ſays, Hearken unto me? 
ye that purſue righteouſnes, ye that ſeek. the 


ſtinate unbelievers, who will not acknow- 
ledge the force and truth of an argument, 
though it ſtares them in the face: but with 
ye, who purſue righteouſneſs : who are will- 
ing to hear, and be convinced by the force 


of truth; and who ſeek the Lok p: who 
properly and juſtly attribute every occurrence 


to the immediate providence of God: it is 
to you, that I ſay, Look unto the rock, 


from whence ye were hewen, and to the hol- 
low of the cave, whence ye were digged. 


+ : « 
* 


7 
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Look unto Abraham your father; and. unto 
Sarah, who bore you : for I called him a2 
| Gogle perſon, and I bleſſed, and I rhuttiptied 
lim,” I did-not call a whole nation; or a2 
great Hi numerous family, but a ſingle per- 
ſon; one who continued ſo long childleſs, 
as almoſt to deſpair of ever having any: and 
as I then miraculouſly bleſſed and multiplied 
him: even thus ſhall the nation, after having 
been ſo long in captivity, as almoſt to deſpair 
of ever being redeemed; be viſited, bleſſed, 
and multiplied, verſe 3d. Therefore the 
LoxD ſhall conſole Zion: he ſhall conſole 
all her deſolations: and he ſhall make her 
wilderneſs like Eden; and her defert like 
the garden of the Logp : joy and gladneſs 
mall be found in her; thankſgiving, and ths | 
voice of melody.” oy 
Having thus piiforvred the firſt objediion 
be; he proceeds to notice the ſecond, 
as in verſe th, Attend unto me, O my 
people; and give earunto me, O my nation; 
for the Law from me ſhall proceed; and my 
ſentence will I cauſe to give reſt, (and be) a 
light to the peoples. -You, (ſays the Pro- 
/ _ in the perſon of the Supreme Being) 
EI eh _ Kit. ba.” 7 | 
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DISSERTATIONS: 


re my own people, BH AY Own aut” j 
tion, ought to put confidence in my pro- 


miſes, and to believe, that the decree which 2 
I have decreed for your redemption; as well 
as that for your captivity, ſhall moft certainly : 


de accompliſhed; although the captivity 
hath continued thus long; and which de- 
cree, ſhall alſo give reſt to the nations; ſhall _ 
cauſe peace to reign on earth, as the Prophet 
ſays elſewhere, And they ſhall beat their 


ſwords into /plow-ſhares,” &c. Iſai. ii. 4. 


For, My righteouſneſs is at hand; my 

falvation is gone forth; and mine arm ſhall 
diſpenſe judgement to the peoples: me the 
diſtant nations ſhall expect; and to mine 
arm they ſhall look with confidence. The 
latter part of this verſe, may be ſaid to be 

fulfilling at this preſent time; for all the 
nations, Chriſtians as well as Jews, ſeem to 


talk with confidence of the ſpeedy reſtora- 


tion of the nation, and the ſudden appearance 
of the true Meſſiah. The Prophet, in con- 
firmation of the truth of his prediction, pro- 
ceeds to declare that, the heavens and the 
earth, and all that is therein, ſhall ſooner be 
diſſolved and periſh, than that the faithful wr 
completion. of God's ; promiſes to deliver his 


people, 0 : 
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people, ſhould fail, verſe.6th*, . Lift up 
unto the heavens your eyes; and look down 
unto the earth beneath: verily. the heavens | 
hall diſſolve, like ſmoke; and the earth 
ſhall vax old, like a garment; and its inha- 
bitants ſhall periſh in like manner: but my 
ſalvation ſhall endure. for every and, my 
righteouſneſs ſhall not decay,” 8 

Having thus anſwered the Fs aliens. | 
tion. he proceeds to the third, viz. the ſub- 
jection they are in to the nations, as in verſe 
7th, 8th, Hearken unto me, ye that know 
righteouſneſs, the people in whoſe heart is 
my law: Ye, who know and purſue right- 
eouſneſs, as mentioned in the firſt paragraph, 
in anſwer. to the firſt objection; and who 
believe that my law and ſentence ſhall be 
fulfilled, as in the ſecond anſwer : ye who | 
thus believe both theſe promiſes, © Fear 


not the reproach of wretched man; neither 


*. ye borne down by their roviiogs We for 


1 And thus ſays the Prophet 1 chap. xxxi. 46. 
te If thoſe ordinances depart from before me, ſaith the Lox p, 
then the ſeed of Fran alſo ſhall ceaſe from being a nation be” 
fore me for ever.” 
+ How fully this hath been e need not be 
infiſted ne as the e the nation is held i he: is well 


known, Se 
v : 4 : ” " ; . & 44 N — % 4 F. 
8 5 5 
a "he 
- = A * 8 


f 3 


„en Sete > 


wool: but my | righteouſnets 1 ſhall endure f A 


ever; and my ſalvation to the age of ages. on 


This anſwer, i is perfectly conformable to the : 
bjection: for the Prophet, by the images ; 


of the moth and worm, ſhews, that as thoſe = 
ſmall diminutive creatures, will conſume 
and deſtroy a large garment, or a great quan- 


tity of wool, fo ſhall they who are weak, 
and but few in number, prevail over thoſe 
ſtrong and powerful nations, who oppreſſed 
and perſecuted them: and from whom, his 
righteouſneſs and falvation _ never VO 
depart. 5 

The Prophet, verſe 53 . in his on 


perſon, which is continued to the end of 
verſe 11th. For, as God in the three preced- 


ing ſentences, had commanded him to pro- 
miſe deliverance to the nation, &c. and had 


made uſe of the expreſſions, Mine arm 
ſhall diſpenſe judgement, &c. He alſo in 
his addreſs, makes uſe of the ſame expreſſiun, 


and by way of prayer, entreats him, to exert 
that powerful arm, as he hath promiſed, 


ſaying. Awake, awake, clothe thyſelf 


with ſtrength, O arm of the LonDο Awake i 


- 
— 


"as in CUSD the ancient genera 


thou not the ſame, that ſmote Rahabe, 


that wounded the dragon? Apt thou not the 
ſame, tliat dtied up the ſra, the waters of the 
great deep ? that made the depths of the ſea 
Penn, edeemie 
Thus may t the ranſomed of the Lon p return, 
and come to Zion with loud acclamation: 
and everlaſting. gladneſs crown their heads; 
joy and gladneſs ſhall they mina 0 
an ſighing ſhall flee-þ away. 


| ee God immediately anſwers him, 


*I, even I, am he that comforteth you: 
and therefore, Who art thou, that thou 


ſhouldeſt fear wretched man, that dieth; and 
the ſon of man, that ſhall 
And ſhouldeſt forget the Loxp thy maker, 
who ſtretched out the heavens, and formed 
the earth; and ſhouldeſt every day be in 


continued fear, becauſe of the fury of the 
W as MOL were ue dy pedaling: 


+ it wet be oifereil. that the eſe: EMT IRE 


verſe 11, have already- occurred in chap. xxxv./ 10. Bur 17 ; 
there, the paſſage: muſt be conſidered, as a. promiſe ;-and 


here the Prophet makes uſe of it by way of prayer, that, 
that very promiſe might be fulfilled in every — : 


W „„ and 
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to paſs through: 


The Prophet having thus delivered. 1 his : 


deco ne as graſs ? | 


n 3 * * 4 
, Sr os - 


5188 k aride 


Pr e Tops is the fury of nd rag ; 
| Ye ſtand in awe and fear of the ſurrounding 
nations who oppreſs you, and try all human 

means to eſcape from their fury: not con- 
ſidering that, they are but mortals, who my 
be ſuddenly cut off as graſs: and at the ſame 
time are not afraid, of offending God thy 
maker: and doſt forget that, unleſs he pere 
mits them to oppreſs thee for thy fins, it is 
not in their power to injure thee : on the 
_ contrary, it is in his power, to convert their 
very enmity into love, as Solomon fays, 
«© When a man's ways are approved by the 
Lok p, he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him. Prov. xvi. 7. And there- 
fore, hadſt thou repented, and Cried 
aloud, he would have haſtened to looſen \the 
bonds of the captive, that he may not die in 
the dungeon, and that his bread may not 
fail. For I am the Loxp thy God; who 
ſtilleth the ſea, when the waves thereof roar: 
the Lozp of Hoſts is his name. By this 
image, the Prophet ſhews that, both the 
oppreſſions which they ſuffer, and the tran- 
quillity which they at times enjoy, and which 
he forcibly deſeribes, by the ſtilling of the 


n waves of the ſea; are not the effects 
. of 


of kochen, hCG ticular, | 
providence of God; who hath, and will ill 
continue to watch over them till the time f 
their redemption, which he deſcribes by the 
image of ſtretching the heavens, &c. as in 
verſe 16th. I have put my words in thy 
mouth; and with the ſhadow of my hand 
have I covered thee.” I have hitherto pro- 
tected thee, amidſt the numerous enemies 
who ſurround thee; and that, becauſe of my 
law; for I have put my words in thy mouth, 
that thou mayeſt continually ſpeak of the 
words that I have commanded * thee: thus 
ſhait thou continue to be protected, till the 
time comes. To ſtretch out the heavens, 
and to lay the foundations of the earth; and 
to ſay unto Zion, Thou art my people.” ' 
Alter this great, this important, and ani- 
mating promiſe, the Prophet ſays, * Rouſe 
thyſelf, rouſe thyſelf up, ariſe, O Jeruſa- 
lem! who haſt drunken from the hand of 
the Lorp, the cup of his fury: the 
dregs of the cup of trembling, thou haſt 
drunken, thou haſt wrung them out. There 


2 


| | is not one to lead her, of all her ſons which 


ſhe hath brought forth; neither is there one 
to ſupport her by the hand, af all tho ſons 

| Deut. vi. 7. 
P wah 
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which ſhehath brought up. Theſe two thin 
have befallen thee; who ſhall'bemo: 


taken in the toils: drenched to the full 

with the fury of the N n Wee ee 
of thy God. 

By this bokd bge uf ths clint; God's 


wrath, the Prophet exhorts'them to omg 


that, 9985 the wenne : hg Os m_— 


teas | 
* their heinous nen committed againſt 


© £6633 If 4 R CELL 


dreadful Antrilations of God again 


. By this i.” the Prophet points to the two cap- 
tivities; namely, that of Babylon, and the preſent; ; during 


which, they have ſuffered the four great afflictions of deſola - 


tion, deſtruction, &c. And in verſe 20, the Prophet men- 
tions a fiſth alſo, viz. Thy ſons lie aſtoniſhed, &c. This, is 


the real meaning of the expreflion of the Prophet; the which, 
if Biſhop Lowth had rightly underſtood, he would not have 


been ſo precipitate in cenſuring the Chaldee Paraphraſt, (who o 
it is to be ſuppoſed, was much better acquainted with the 
idiom, phraſeology, and form of the Prophetic language than 


| himſelf) as he has, for not rightly underſtanding the paſſage, © 
as he abſurdly thought; but which is the conſequence of the 


ſyſtem he has formed, that the Prophet is ſpeaking of the Ba- 


byloniſh captivity , than which, l can 775 e See 
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noan thee? 
deſolation, and deſtruction, 1 famine, and 
the ſword; who ſhall comfort thee ? Thy 6 
ſons lie aſtoniſhed; they wot caſt'down;z'at 
the head of the ſtreets, like the wild bull 


ths 
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him, who therefore; cauſed them to drink the 
cup to the dregs; that is, hath brought be | 
full-meaſure of all the inflictions denounced 
againſt them in the law, upon them: for 
this is the meaning of this image, here em- 
ployed by the Prophet with great force and 
ſublimity; where Jeruſalem is repreſented 
as ſtaggering under the effects of it, deſtitute 
of that aſſiſtance which ſhe might naturally 
expect, and hope for from her children; 
not one of them being able to ſupport, or 
lead her: for they, abject and amazed, lie 
at the head of every ſtreet, overwhelmed 
with the greatneſs of their diſtreſs ; like the 
wild bull intangled in a net, in vain rote 
gling to rend it, and extricate himſelf. This, # 
(as Biſhop Lowth obſerves) is Poetry of the 9 
firſt order, Sublimity of the higheſt proof. 3 
He then obſerves that, when they ſhall 
have received the full meaſure of their 1 
niſhment for all their fins, God will ſay to 
the nation, . Therefore hear now this, O 
thou afflicted; and thou drunken, but not 
with wine. Thus faith thy Loxp the Lonp, 
and thy God, who avengeth his people. 
For while in captivity, thou didſt exclaim, _- 
O0 Lokp, our God! other lords, beſides 
1 ; - a 


2 re 
thee, have had dominion over us, {As b 
ſerved page 176.) But at that the 
Lord alone will be thy Lord, and by Goth. . 
who will plead thy cauſe, and avenge thee 5 
of thine enemies; and will cauſe thee to 
hear theſe gladſome tidings, « Behold, 1 
have taken from thy hand the cup of trem- 
| bling; the dregs of the cup of my fury; 
thou ſhalt drink of it again no more. But | 
I will put it into the hand of t them who op- 
preſſed thee; who ſaid to thy ſoul, Bow: | 
down that we may go aver: and thou didſt 
lay down thy body, as the ground; and as 
the ſtreet, to them that paſs along. 
The Prophet, thus ſhews the perfect re- 
foration of the nation, and the puniſhment 
of their enemies; and alſo informs us that, 
they ſhall no more drink of the cup; fhall 
no more go into captivity: and therefore 
_ fays, chap. hid. verſe 1ſt. ** Awake, awake; 
be clothed with thy ſtrength, O Zion: clothe 
= thyſelf with thy glorious garments, O Je- 
| EE: ruſalem, thou holy city! For no more ſhall 
=! enter into thee, the uncircumciſed and ths 


peVolluted. Shake thyſelf from the duſt 4 
_ Jl thyſelf from he bands of thy 0 
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captive daughter of Zion.” By the expreſ- : 
ſion of the uncircumciſed and polluted en- 


tering: the Prophet plainly ſhews, that none 
of the nations ſhall ever more, have power 
over, or be able to oppreſs the nation: which 
s an evident proof, that they are no more, 


go into captivity: this perfectly agrees with 


what he ſays, (chap. liſt. verſe 11th.) that 


their and n be crowned with —— 
gladneſs. 
e e bis points to thi canſs-of their 


captivity; and the manner of their redemp- 


tion. For thus faith the Loxp : For 


ſhall ye be ranſomed.” By this figure, the 


Prophet ſhews that they were carried cap» | 


tive as a puniſhment for the enormous crimes 


they had committed; and therefore, juſtly 


obſerves, that they were ſold for nought; 


' 


they were conſidered as inſignificant, as a 


| baſe and worthleſs ſlave, whom is maſter is 


glad to get rid of at any rate, even for the 
mereſt trifle; being reckoned only an uſeleſs 
burthen: as the Pſalmiſt ſays, ©* Thou haſt 


ſold thy people for nought, and haſt not en- 


creaſed (thy wealth) by their price.” (Palm. 


"2 RE - 
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AL 13. * And that at che time of ibi ; 


_ redemption, | they will likewiſe be lor 1 


without money: that is, without repentance, 
good deeds, or any merit of theirs; but ſolelx 
by the abſolute will and pleaſure of the Su- 
preme Being, after they have received the 
full meaſure of their puniſhment; as already 
mentioned *; for the Prophet, by his preſ- 
cience, clearly forſaw that, they would not 
by a ſincere repentance, be deſerving of re- 
demption: and therefore, compares their re- 
demption to their captivity: that is, that they 
would be equally ſinful at the time of their 
redemption, as at the time of their captivity 
He then proceeds to ſtate the three dif- 

ferent captivities, as they may be called +: 
viz. that of Egypt, Babylon, and the pre- 
ſent; as in verſe 4, and 5. For thus faith 
the Lox D: My people went down to Egypt, 
aforetime, to ſojourn there: but the Aſſytian 
oppreſſed them without cauſe. And now, 
what have I to do here, faith the Lord : 
ſince my people are taken away for nought: 
(and) they that bear rule over them, make 
their boaſt of it, ſaith the Loa: and | 


. Tage 60, &c. 40 ; 3 $4. , 
1 Though the e. is properly; a contimuation of the 
oi captivity. 


con- 


_ on THE rrorktelte 
continually every day. ay! name is bu 
emen = N 
| | For they were not carried captive into 
| eye but ny N went to  Gojourn there, af 


trans Hiordfive,* who kept therk e 
in bondage, moſt groſsly abuſed the rights 

of hoſpitality, by detaining them: he there- 

fore, obfet ves, My people went down to 
Egypt, &c. They went down of their 
own accord, and were unjuſtly enſlaved there. 
But even this plea, ſpeaking of the Baby- 
toniſh captivity, the Aſſyrian had not: for 
they did not go down to Babylon, but were 
taken by violence from their own land, and 
carried away captive: ſo that the Afyrian 
_ oppreffed them without cauſe. As to the 
third, or preſent captivity, he obſerves, 

„ And now, what have I more to do, faith 
the Loxp,” &c. For this captivity not 
only includes both the former calamities; 
but a much greater one, viz. the profanation 
of God's holy name: for the Romans, who 
deſtroyed Jeruſalem, acted as the Aſſyrians 
did, by violently carrying them away cap- 
tive: and numbers of the nation afterwards | 
3 Gen. xlv. 18, & . 
Vor, I. 
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left the holy land, and went and Sond 
among the nations, as they did when they 
went down to Egypt, and which has been 
the cauſe of a moſt dreadful misfortune, 
which hath rendered this captivity- by far 
more terrible than the others: for by their 
being thus diſperſed, and ſubjected to the 
different nations, who make their boaſt of 
it; ſaying, that they were thus driven out 
of their country, and ſcattered over the face 
of the earth, becauſe they had crucified the 
lord of life, and faviour of the world, by 
whom all things were made: the conſe- 
quence is, that the name of God is thereby 
- continually profaned and blaſphemed : for 
as Dr. Prieſtley obſerves *, <* If it be im- 
Piety to reduce a God to the ſtate of a man, 
is it not equally 7mpzous to raiſe any man to 
a ſtate of equality with God, that God who 
' has declared, that he wil! not give his glory 
to another, who has no equal, and who in 
this reſpect. [tiles himſelf a jealous God? 
Inis you lay, reipects the gods of the Hea- 
thens. But what were the Heathen gods, 
but cither the jun, moon, and ſtars, or dead 


Letters to D H rlley, in aniwer to his auimadverſions 
on tue hiſtory of the col uptions ot Chrittianiiy, page 103. 
| | | | | ns | 


* 


God's name cannot be expoſed to greater 
contempt and blaſphemy, than by making 
any one equal to, or aſſociate with him: 
againſt which, he has ſo ſolemnly declared, 


To whom then will ye liken me? And 
to whom ſhall I be equaled? faith the 
Holy One.” (Iſai. xl. 25.) © To whom 
will ye liken me, and equal me? And to 


whom will as «os me, that we may be 
like?“ (Ibid. xlvi. 5.) This prophanation 
of God's name, the Prophet ſeems to point 


out to us, as the principal cauſe of their 
redemption, exactly conformable to what 
MMoſes ſays *: and Ezekiel (in chap. xxxvith. 
verie 6th, ſays) © Thus faith the Loxp 


God: Not for your ſakes do I this, O houſe 


of Iſrael, but for mine holy name, which 


ye have profaned among the nations, whi- 
ther ye are gone, &c. And therefore, 


when the redemption takes place, God's 
people will be confirmed in the truth of the = 


* See page 60. 'Q + See page 61, Note. | 
„ doc- 
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men, all creatures ef God. deriving their 
power from hm? And if Chriſt be not 
God, he muſt be a creature of God too; for 
there can be no medium between creature 
and creator... Hence, it is manifeſt, that 


— . 
4 — . > 2 
1 8 2 A 
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ode, which they had always embraced, 
concerning the Unity of God, and the truth 
of the eternal exiſtence of Jais name, as the 
only true God; when his name (hall no 
longer he thus profaned by falſe doctrines 
and opinions: as they will know, and be 
convinced of the truth of the promiſes de- 
livered by the Prophets, when they ſee the 
full accompliſhment of them in the redemp- 
tion and ſalvation of the nation, and not in 
confirmation of falſe and erroneous princi- 
pls, as in verſe 6th. ** Therefore ſhall my = 
people know my name: for in that day (they = 
ſhall ſec) that I am he that did ſpeak; and 
lo! here I am!” I am the fame that pro- 
miſed, and ſpake of their redemption to the 
Prophets; and I am the ſelf fame now : for 
] have not undergone any change, nor aſſo- 
ciated any other with me. 

The Prophet then in moſt ſublime lan- 
guage, deſcribes the ſudden appearance of 
the meſſenger, bringing the lang expected, 
and ſo much wiſhed for news, of the de- 
liverance and ſalvation of God's people from 
this dreadful captivity, verſe 7th. <4 Ho] 
beautitul appear on the mountains the feet 
of the joyſul Weser; i him, that pub- 

liſheth 
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 fifheth peace! of the joyful meſſenger of 


good: of him that announceth ſalvation? 
of him, that fayeth unto Zion, Thy God 
_ ceigneth !'' This deſcription of the procla. 


mation of the joyful tidings, is highly poe- 


tical and in order to underſtand it rightly, - 
xeceſfary, that we enquire into the 
meaning of the different expreſſions made 


its © 


uſe of by tl e Prophet, and that of Nahum, 
_ which fome take to be an imitation of this 
very pleaſing image *: for Iſaiah makes uſe 
of four different expreſſions : whereas Na- 


hum only ſays, Behold upon the moun- 
_ tains the feet of him that bringeth good tid. 


ings, that publiſheth + peace.” But the true 
reaſon of this, as I ſhall ſhew, is, that Iſaiah 


xeaks of the future reſtoration and ſalvation 
of Iſrael, as alſo of the peaceable ſtate of all 
the nations of the earth, in the time of the 

| Meffiah ; and therefore, makes uſe of diffe- 
rent expreſſions; which may not improperly 


be called general and particular. The former, 


to all the nations at large, and the latter, to 


the Jews in particular. For to the nations 


| he ſays, « Of him, that publiſheth Pens, | 


_ ® Lowth on Ifai. Iii. 7, Note. 
: + Nahum. ii. Is 
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of the Joyful meſſenger of good. Becauſt 


he will publiſh _ univerſal peace to all the 


world; ſo that, Nation ſhall not lift up : 


ſword againſt nation; neither ſhall they learn 


war any more* .”. And he will likewiſe be 
* the joyful meſſenger of good: as by this 
love and univerſal -peace, all mankind will 


he brought to the knowledge of the one true 


God; which is the only true, real, and de- 
firable good. But to the Jews, he proclaime 
the glad tidings of God's ſalvation, in the 
deliverance of his people; and alſo informs 
them, that their God is acknowledged by = 

all, and reigneth over all the nations; ac- 


cording to what the Prophet Obadiah ſaid, 
« And the kingdom ſhall be, &c. for 


which reaſon, he makes uſe of the verb yawn 


Publiſheth, but twice, to the four different 


expreſſions; once to the nations in general, 


and once to the Jews in particular. But 


Nahum, only ſaid, “ Behold upon the 
mountains, &c. as above mentioned, be- 
cauſe his miſſion, was only to inform the 
nation of the deſtruction of Ninevah, and 
that they had nothing more to fear from the 


king of Aſſyria. 
LOT * Ilai ii. 4. 


— 


We 
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We now, are to enquire, what, or who 
this joyful meſſenger of glad tidings is: for 
ſome are * of opinion, that it is only uſed as 
an image, to denote the manifeſtation. of the 
appearance of the Meſſiah, and the reſtora- 
tion of the nation; which will be ſo notori- 
ous all over the world, as if the meſſengers 
aſcended on all the high mountains to pro- 
claim, and publith it. But the Rabbins ＋ 
are of opinion, that it denotes Elijah the 
Prophet 2, who is to be the meſſenger of the 
Joytul tidings; according to what the Pro- 
phet Malachi ſays, (chap. iiid. verſe, 23d.) 
© Behold, 2 will ſend you Elijah the Pro- 
phet, before the coming of the great and 


: * Vide Kimchi in Locum. 

+ When I lay the RABBINS, I with it to be .de 
as uſed to denote the ancient Doctors, the Talmudiſts, &c. 

1 It was this, no douut, that gave riſe to the Chriſtian's 
 ſcheane, of John the baptiſt coming in the ſpirit and power 
of Elijah. How little the character of John, agreed with 
the miſſion of Elijah, as deſcribed by the P.ophet Malachi, 
need not e inſiſted upon; as the effect which John's preach- 
ing wroughr, was ſo diametrically oppoſite, to that which 
Elijah is to accomp'ifh : for he is to bring univerſal peace to 
mankind; whereas Chriſt as well as his followers, lighted up 
the toich of war and blood ſhed; and were the cauſe of 
brother ri{:ng againſt brother; and chiidren- againſt their 
parents, &. as already mentioned page 119, 120, &c. 


* 


„„ erf we... 


E _ 7.3 diy of the Lox p,“ Ke. And as. 
die will appear before” the refurrection, he 
i i Prophet obſerves immediately” after, Eof 5 
ſte voice of thy watchmen: together fall 
ſtmey lift up the voice, and ſing; for face to 
face ® ſhall they ſee when the Lox D return- 
erh 60 Zion.” For the watchmen denote | 
the Prophets, (See Ezek. ii. 17, xxxiii. 6, 
7, &c:) who had propheſied the anal 
of the nation, as well as their caprivity at 
afflictions: the Prophet therefore informs 
us, that when they ſhall arife at the reſur- 5 
rrection, and behold the glorious reſtoration 
of the nation „their hearts will naturally ex= 
ult with joy, and they all together will give 
thanks and praiſe to God, for the accom- 
pliſhment of the prophecies, delivered by 
them, in their former life time: and this i wo 
what is meant by the expreſſion, RY 152 7 | F 
They ſhall ſee eye to eye; for they will then 
with their corporeal eye, ſee the accompfiſſr- 
ment of what they had before only ſeen with 
' the intellectual eye. And which is alſo the 
reaſon, that the noun 5p voice, is repeated; 
which has ſo greatly puzzled Biſhop Lowth, 
who not being able to enter into the true 
* Heb. nds to eye. 
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2 ie their Jyltem, - N 
5 : | protioutce it ir a rniſtake ; the : nce- of manuſcripts is g | 
: called in, and the poor ptioted text is immediately diſcarded. 
This brings to my mind a refledtion that I have read ſome- 


where, and which I thall relate in the words of the Author, 


e ane „ 


erben de uf ef by Dr. Kennicot) „ 
{och thing; but 45 . TR e 
 Giately wel myſelf. a3 a copyeſt of the laſt centurys or <p 
| perhaps my contemporary, | who does his utmoſt to be edge. 
_ -  ditious in frawing, gn the printed text, a very reſpeftable FF 
| PW ſor its an TAN x. As he has been taught tio 

| te, and underſtand. Hebrew indifferently, he finds 1 7 


& 


* in 3 Iv. 1, © Hear this word wan. MAP. I 22 of ; - Fes 
Bes, He tops, reflects, and inſtantly concludes, isn... 
_—_ « Surely, ſays he to himſelf; it is a 1 8 ʒß5 
fn denotes Princes. . Let us write it: it is more noble = 
FFT . 
ce, Eine of that o : is 
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I nor follow the ieps of this manuſeript, and fe ic b 
few yours ary taks its fight towns dome famous library. 


— — 7 ou — — „„ 25 — > 
— 8 by — —— "I o _ * * ” 
22 r - Ss . & _ 
__— 4 » e r 3 = 8 * F * — p 5 T Y 
* 
” 


= - 2 
8 — 
8 4 - — 
= = 
MIT —— — 7 2 


1 


- 
— = at rene 


n 


[og 3b bissszsa rie N 
Ah, inflead of 5p, Vaice. ©. But hi 1 5 
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Wh though plauſible, is. highly fllacious: for 

the repetition of the word er ar 

8 neceſſary; as the true meaning "of it is, as 
if the Prophet had ſaid, nah Lo! the voice 

of thy watchmen;” Behold, . the voice of 

thy watchmen; their rophetic 

are now accompliſhed : and. there to 
gether ſhall they lift up * voice, and ans 

ee eee 8, in 


And ad e hens 0 a Ab 4 


venerable old age. They have given it a date, abd that is 


ſuſftcient. At laſt, they entruſt ſome of the cnrious with it. | 
that they may extract ſome variations from it, Here it is 
where my imagination forms a ſingular ſcene. I think I ſee 


five or ſix waggiſh boys round about their maſter, compare bs 


ing, by curſing and ſwearing, Tome old ragged copies with 
the printed text. One of them having wy manuſcript be- 

fore him, falls upon Amos, and finds in his copy Fn : 
Princes: and going back to the printed text, he reads there, 
um Kine, Ah! maſter, he exclaims, What horror! The | 
Hebrew Text imports line. The old pretended Hebraiſt 
runs to it, turns his ſpying glaſs, verifies by himſelf the two 
leſſons, and applauds both the ignorance of his pupil, and 
that of the copyeſt. A variation of the ae conſequence ! 

an acclamation of triumph; an excommunication of the print- 
ed text: a conſecration wirhont re/erve of the manuſcripts. 
Ils not this dream of my author very pleafant, and —_— | 
diverting ? I am ſure it muſt dg —— to hn 

i Il critics. 
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eld.” 2 1 
IE Mill ie wha altreſies himſar to 
the holy land, and exhorts it to praiſe, and 
give thanks to God, and that, for two rea- 
ſons; one on account of the people, and the 
other,” on account of the land, verſe gch. 
« "Burſt forth into joy, ſhout together, ye 
' ruins of Jeruſalem! for the Loxp hath 
com orted Mis people: he hath redeemed 
Jeruſalem.“ And as the redemption of the 
nation, will be known i in the whole world, 
the Prophet ſays, verſe 1oth. The Loꝝdp 
hath made bare his holy arm, in the fight of 
all the nations: and all the ends of the earth, 
ſhall ſee the falvation of our God.” 
The Prophet proceeds to deſcribe Gs 
turn of the nation, by way of eee 
for their departure from among the nations, 
where they are diſperſed, verſe 11th. « De- 
part, he ye, go ye out from thence ; 
touch no polluted thing: Go ye out from 
the midſt of her, be ye clean, ye that bear 
the veſſels of the Lon p! For ye have no 
occaſion to be armed with ſwords and ſpears, 
to defend yourſelves; ; but only to bear the 
veſſels of, CEOS to keep his law and 
| 0 C com- 
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- commandments : ve therefore have thing 
' to fear, for, Verily not in | haſte. thall, . 
80 forth; and not by flight ſhall ye ma 
along: for the Loxv hall go 0 before vou, 8 
and te God of Iſrael hall, pg up your, 
rear.” 5 Ye mall not 89. forth i in, haſte, as ye >; 
did when ye came out of Egypt, as, men- 
tioned Exod. xii. 33. 4% And the Egy ptians 
were urgent upon the. people, that they. 
might ſend them out of the land in haſte,” | 
. Again, * For thou cameſt forth out; | 
of the land of Egy pt in haſte.” 85 Deut. xvi. 
Neither all) ye! : winch by flight, ; as. one | 
this is afraid of his enemies, as s ye were of 
Sanballat and others, at your return from . 

Babylon; and that, becauſe the Loxp him 
ſelf will go before you, and the God of 5 
Ilrael will bring up your. rear : fo. that on, i 
no fide whatever, will ye have ; any thing 
to fear. This, as well as the ſubject matter EY 
of the whole prophecy, plainly ſhews to, a, 5 
demonſtration, that it never hath been ful of . 
filled : and that of courſe, the Prophet did 7 
not allude to the Babyloniſh captivity, . 
Chriſtian commentators in general aſſert; 
for not one of the conditions here ap. 5 
vere ever N at their return from. _ 

| Babylon 2 


kids cc : 


10 emi 78 


: 5 — * 10 46 == to experience a 207 mora 
trouble, 73 or. nga 8 in" 


| drove them entirely out of 1 own coun; : 
try, Which they have ne 
do recoyer to this day. Moreover, tha Pro-, 
phet mentions three, captiyities, as thawa. in, 
the explanation of the 4th. and 5thyorles. of, 


chapter liid. All which, is a manifeſt proof, 


that the Prophet did not point to their re- 


* 


turn from Babylon. f 1637 2 * 


And as we do not find it recorded in che 
New Teſtament, that any of theſe events 
took place, during Jeſus his ſhort ſtay on 


earth: it muſt be evident to the meaneſt ca 


pacity, that he could not be the Mefliah, 


here foretold by the Prophet, who was to 
accompliſh thoſe great, thoſe glorious, and 
important events; which were likewiſe to 
be preceded by a meſſenger announcing uni- 
verſal peace to mankind, and ſalvation to 
Iſrael : becauſe we have for almoſt eighteen 
hundred years, had evident and ocular de- 
5 8 m ” 
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